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world of nature and human experience verify it.

God is just as real as life and just as close as
death. The most profound thought that can enter the
mind of man is that of God, and the highest ambition
to which man can aspire is to know God and to serve
Him. The writer of Hebrews stated: “But without faith
it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).

What a great truth—GOD IS! It has correctly
been said, “GOD IS A SPIRIT, eternal, and un-
changeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness,
justice, goodness, and truth.” Although everything
points to these facts and the reality of God, there is so
much about God that we don’t and cannot know. With
Job we are made to ask, “Canst thou by searching find
out God? Canst thou find out the Almighty unto per-
fection?” (Job 11:7). And with Moses we humbly ad-
mit, “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God:
but those things which are revealed belong unto us
and to our children for ever, that we may do all the
words of this law” (Deuteronomy 29:29).

It is important that we remember and not forget
God, for God remembers those who remember him
and he forgets those who forget him. He puts those
first who put him first, and he leaves out those who
leave him out. It is that simple. Psalms 9:17 reads,
“The wicked shall be turned into hell [sheol], and all
the nations that FORGET God.” Then from the other
angle: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD;
and the people whom he hath chosen for his own in-
heritance” (Psalms 33:12). “But the mercy of the
LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them
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that fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s
children; To such as keep his covenant, and to those
that REMEMBER his commandments to do them”
(Psalms 103:17-18).

FE

Romans 1:28-31 further demonstrates what hap-
pens when man forgets God, leaving God out of his
thinking. The writer Paul is talking about the ancient
Gentile world. “And even as they did not like to retain
God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a rep-
robate mind, to do those things which are not conven-
ient [proper, seemly]; Being filled with...” And he
proceeds to tell us of all kinds of sin and wickedness.
The human mind is not a vacuum. If God is left out of
our thoughts, ungodliness will come in and flood our
minds and lives. It is that simple.

In this article we wish to occupy our minds on
thoughts of our great and glorious God. There is great
reward in serving God. He made us, and He knows
what is best for us. Let us seek to know him and his
will. Let us honor him for who he is.

. GOD’S REVELATION OF HIMSELF IN ANCIENT
TIMES
Modernists speak of the “idea” of God in the
Bible. They say it had its roots in polytheism,
mixed with idolatry, but was purified and modified
(Continued on Page 4)
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Proverbially
SPEAKING...

HOPE is faith made alive.

When we put on Christ, we are there-
by clothed in righteousness.

Christians should be like a rubber
ball; the harder they hit the ground, the
higher they bounce.

It is good to be set in your ways if
they are the ways of God.

The reality and degree of our hope is
seen in the intensity of our commit-
ment to righteousness (1 John 3:3).

To fall asleep in Jesus you must be a
wide-awake Christian.

Opportunity plus ability equals re-
sponsibility, and responsibility implies
accountability (there is a day of judg-
ment coming).

Many times the reason we are not
getting anything done is that we are
not doing anything.

We are not saved by good works
(Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5), whether
moral or benevolent, but we can’t be
saved without them (Matthew 25:31-
45; James 2:14-26).

Truth is unbending, but mercy and
grace are forgiving.

Christ must be everything to us or
he is nothing. a

EDITORIAL g
COMMENTS

ONE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE USED TO TYPIFY
THE OLD TESTAMENT AND ONE TO TYPIFY
THE NEW TESTAMENT

HAT ONE Old Testament Scripture is used by the
Wapostle Paul to typify the Old Testament, and what

one Old Testament Scripture is likewise used to typify
the New Testament? The answer, the one Old Testament Serip-
ture that typifies the Old Testament, is Leviticus 18:5 (Romans
10:5; Galatians 3:12); the one Old Testament Scripture that typi-
fies the New Testament is Habakkuk 2:4 (Romans 1:17; Gala-
tians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38). The Scriptures listed here verify this
and make a most interesting study.

The Old Testament puts the emphasis upon doing from the
viewpoint of law. The Old Testament Scripture that Paul refers
to is Leviticus 18:5, which reads, “Ye shall therefore keep my
statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live
in them: I am the LORD.” Paul asserted in Romans 10:5, “For
Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the
man which doeth those things shall live by them.” This
characterized the Old Testament. That supposedly is how right-
eousness was to be attained. The only trouble with law is that
“all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans
3:23). And “sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4). Man
proved himself incapable of perfect obedience, and the “wages of
sin [singular] is death...” (Romans 6:23). A single sin undoes all
the righteousness of law (James 2:10).

With these thoughts in mind, notice how Paul rehearses
them again in Galatians chapter 8 and moves on to the Old Tes-
tament Scripture that typifies Christianity and the New Testa-
ment (as he throws it over against the one that typified the Old
Testament, Leviticus 18:5). He writes, “For as many as are of the
works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in
the book of the law to do them. But that no man is justified by
the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live
by faith. And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth
them shall live in them” (Galatians 3:10-12). “The just [right-
eous] shall live by faith” comes directly from Habakkuk 2:4. Paul
likewise quotes this Scripture in Romans 1:17, and goes on in
Romans 10:4 and 5 to say, “For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believeth. For Moses describeth
the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which
doeth those things shall live by them.” So, the New Testa-
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ment is typified and characterized by feaith,
whereas the Old Testament is in doing in re-
sponse to law. We are justified by faith and not by
law (Romans 5:1; Galatians 5:4).

Paul continued further in Galatians 3:24-27,
“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring
us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.
But after that faith is come, we are no longer under
a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as
have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
Although Christianity is called the faith, doing has
not been depleted and deleted from our religion. In
telling of the progress of the early church, Acts 6:7
reads, “And the word of God increased; and the
number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem
greatly; and a great company of the priests were
obedient to the faith.” Paul speaks of the “obe-
dience to the faith among all nations” (Romans
1:5; 16:26). James teaches that what we do now 1is
not looked upon as works in response to law but as
works of faith, evidence of our faith (James 2:14-
26). Through faith we are responding to the living
Christ. Paul makes it plain that works-of-law
righteousness does not and cannot save us (Titus
3:5; Ephesians 2:8-10), but James at the same time
makes it plain that we are justified by works, not
works-of-merit (law) righteousness, but by works of
faith. And, yes, there are still “do’s” and “don’ts” in
Christianity (Luke 6:46; Romans 12; Ephesians
4:20-32; 1 Thessalonians 5:14-22; etc.), but it is a
different kind of obedience geared to faith. (Right is
still right, and wrong is still wrong).

However, it is interesting to notice that al-
though the Old Testament is called THE LAW, it
was not without faith. The eleventh chapter of He-
brews highlights many heroes of faith from that
era. Hebrews 11:6 pinpoints the importance of faith
in every dispensation. Abraham who antedated the
Old Testament and David who lived during the Old
Testament period had a foretaste of the justifica-
tion that came by faith (Romans 4). David experi-
enced forgiveness, although the law said he should
have died (Deuteronomy 22:22). He was justified in
forgiveness (foreshadowing and anticipating the
grace of the New Testament). The New Testament
is repeatedly called THE FAITH in the Christian
Scriptures, yet THE FAITH is not without law
(Romans 3:31). In contrast with the Old Testament,
which Paul called “the law of sin and death,” he
calls the New Testament “the law of the Spirit of
life” (Romans 8:1-13). James calls the New Testa-
ment “the perfect law of liberty” (James 1:25).

All of this is highly interesting, and it helps us
more fully grasp and appreciate the greatness of
Christianity and the New Testament. “Thanks be
unto God for his unspeakable gift” (2 Corinthians
9:15). Always remember John 3:16. The book of
Hebrews exalts Christ above the Old Testament.
Christianity is Christ (1 Corinthians 2:2; 1:30; Ga-
latians 2:20; Jude, verse 3). 0
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The Word of God
Thy Word, O Lord, is my delight;
‘Tis manna to my hungry soul;
It is a never failing light
That marks the reef and rocky shoal.

Its pages teem with sacred lore,
From which all wisdom is conferred;

It grows in splendor more and more,
This Book of Books, God’s Holy Word.

It guards me from the tempter’s snare,
And counsels wiser than a friend;
It comforts grief and lightens care;
Its yield of riches has no end.

It is a treasure house of gold,

From whose supplies I would not part;
It gives returns a thousand fold,

When planted in the human heart.

O Book of life, of love and truth,
My hope of heaven I find in thee,

The only guide of age and youth,
The Word of God—His gift to me.

Holy Bible, Book divine,
Precious treasure, thou art mine.

—Charles Gabriel

Faith and Works

FAITH AND WORKS should travel side by
side, step answering to step, like the legs of men
walking. First faith, and then works; and then
faith again, and then works again—until they can
scarcely distinguish which is the one and which is
the other. —William Booth )

m

==

The Serenity Prayer

GOD GRANT me the serenity to accept the
things I cannot change; courage to change the
things I can; and wisdom to know the difference.

Lo
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(Continued from Page 1)

by touching others cultures. We are told the idea of
God evolved from a very crude form to a pure mono-
theism in the time of the prophets toward the end of
the Old Testament Scriptures. But this is not true.
The Bible rather is a progressive revelation of God of
himself in his dealings with mankind.

Genesis 1:1 not only is the first verse in the Bible,
it is one of the great verses in the Bible. It reads, “In
the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”
Moses wrote this, looking back to the time of creation
from the time he wrote (and we will look at God’s per-
sonal revelation of himself to Moses a little later and
his experience with Him).

The Bible nowhere tries to prove the existence of
God—it simply states it. Ancient people never
doubted the existence of God—it was self-evident.
Those who are unbelievers in the Bible are not pic-
tured as such because of intellectual reasons, but be-
cause of sin. “The fool hath said in his heart, There is
no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable
works, there is none that doeth good” (Psalms 14:1).
Hebrews 3:12 speaks of “an evil heart of unbelief, in
departing from the living God.”

Elohim is the Hebrew word for God in Genesis
1:1. This is the general designation of God, stressing
his divinity, his grandeur, his power and might as the
Creator and sustainer of the universe (equivalent to
theos, the New Testament word for God). This word
for God, El, reoccurs time and time again in Bible
names like Isra-el, Samu-el, El-ijah, Beth-el, etc. Ac-
tually, the word Elohim in this reference (Genesis
1:1) is plural, and “created” is singular in the Hebrew.
This is very revealing, as well as being very interest-
ing. In the Hebrew extension, magnitude and dignity
are expressed in the plural; also, this hints at and
prefigures the future revelation of God in his three
personalities. This whole thought is carried over into
verse 26 when God said, “Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness...”

Genesis 2:7 is another great verse in reference to
God. It reads, “And the LORD God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul.” Here,
coupled with Elohim (God), we have the word “LORD.”
Isaiah later in the Old Testament represents God as
saying, “I am the LORD, that is my name: and my
glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to
graven images” (Isaiah 42:8). And it was by this name
that God identified himself to Moses (Exodus 6:2-3).

The exact pronunciation of the Hebrews word
translated “LORD” has been lost. It was the unspeak-
able personal name of God. After the Jews returned
from Babylonian Captivity, having learned their les-

son well in reference to idolatry, they so respected
God that the time came when they refused to utter
his name lest they take it in vain. When they came to
this word for the name of God (which is frequent in
the Old Testament), they wouldn’t say it. Instead
they said another word, Adonai. Since there were no
vowel makings on the original written Hebrew words
(ust consonant stems), and since they refused to ut-
ter the verbal vowel sounds, over the years the an-
cient pronunciation has been lost. By taking the
vowel sounds (which were put in written form later)
from Adonai, the replacement word, and putting
them with the consonant stems of the original name
of God, scholars and translators have come up with
such names as Jehovah, Yahweh, and other varia-
tions of these spellings. Cloverdale was the first one
to use LORD in English to represent the name of God
and that always spelled with capital letters. There-
fore, every time you see LORD in the Scriptures that
represents the personal name of God which we really
don’t know how to say.

This is regrettable because it is how God revealed
himself to man in a personal way. This personal
name of God would present him in his personal cove-
nant relationship to man; it would present him in his
benevolence and goodness. How fitting it is used in
connection with the creation of man.

Yes, God is a personal God. Adam and Eve talked
and were in very close communion with their Crea-
tor. Enoch “walked” with God. Noah found “grace” in
the sight of the “LORD.” Then years later God (the
“LORD”) called Abraham out of the midst of another
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apostate and idolatrous generation to personally deal
with him, promising him that of his posterity he
would make a great nation and that in him all the
families of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 12:1-
3). God is called the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
(Exodus 3:6). Certainly he was personal to these old
patriarchs.

God’s revelation of himself to Moses was really
some experience for Moses. Moses was in exile in the
wilderness, and in a most unusual way God appeared
in the burning bush. He identified himself to Moses as
the God of his father (Exodus 3:1-6). As he was com-
missioned to lead the children of Israel out of Egyp-
tian bondage, he wanted some reassurance from God.
He wanted to know how to handle the people when
talking to them about God. With this request in mind,
God further identified himself by saying, “I AM THAT
I AM... Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel,
I AM hath sent me unto you” (Exodus 3:14). “I AM
THAT I AM”—This is understood to mean the Eternal
Self-Existent One. How great and appropriate!

Moses was destined for some great and glorious
experiences with God. In the exodus from Egypt while
encamped at Mount Sinai, Moses personally received
the Ten Commandments from God engraved on ta-
bles of stone (Exodus 19 and 20). In fact, he received
all of the laws of the Old Testament. While dealing so
personally with God, and talking with him, Moses
wanted to see this Almighty Eternal Being. Of course
God is Spirit, and that created a problem, but God
hid Moses in the cleft of the rock and he was allowed
to see his glory as it passed by. The presence of God
was seen in the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by
night as it led them toward the Promised Land. The
personal presence and glory of God filled the Holy of
Holies in the tabernacle and rested upon the mercy
seat between the cherubim of the ark of the covenant.
Later when Moses died, God buried him (Deuteron-
omy 34:5,6,10). He had a relationship with God like
no man had ever experienced.

God made many and varied revelations of himself
to his creatures in ancient times. But we are made to
limit ourselves to these few considerations because of
the intent and scope of this present article. However,
it would seem inappropriate to continue without call-
ing your attention to Isaiah 57:15 and Psalms 23 in
passing.

Listen to this majestic Scripture: “For thus saith
the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy
place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive
the heart of the contrite one” (Isaiah 57:15). “The
high and lofty One that inhabiteth, whose name is
Holy”—what majestic thought! What a beautiful way
to put it! Not only does he inhabit eternity, he dwells

with the one who has a “contrite and humble spirit”
in the realm of time.

The shepherd boy David found the reality of this
earlier in the 23rd psalm. He said, “The LORD is my
shepherd; 1 shall not want...” “The LORD” (the per-
sonal, unspeakable name of God) was personally
looked upon by David as his shepherd. The “high and
lofty One” who inhabits eternity was with the lowly
shepherd boy in every circumstance of life...good
times, bad times...even leading him through the val-
ley of the shadow of death. Therefore, he said, “T will
fear no evil.”

Thus God made revelations of himself to man,
even to his apostate children, from the most ancient
of times. Although the human race was a fallen race,
and the Savior had not yet come, many of God’s crea-
tures were able to enter into a meaningful relation-
ship with their Creator. They found that God was
great and glorious. :

ll. GOD HAS SPOKEN IN HIS SON

It baffles our imagination to think of such a Su-
preme Being (who is Almighty), who brought every-
thing into being. Our efforts to tell about him are
about like an ant trying to describe a man; no, like a
bacterium trying to describe an elephant. No, really,
there is nothing to which we can make a comparison.
Here we are, a little speck down here on the earth.
Our earth is a smaller planet going around the sun.
Our sun is the center of the immediate universe, yet
our sun is said to be a smaller star going around the
outward fringe of the Milky Way—and the expanse
goes beyond that (on and on). And God made all of it!
How can we explain God? But he is! He is real. Eve-
rything points to this great truth.

Just by simple observation and cold calculation
one must conclude the reality of Supreme Intelli-
gence and the existence of Almighty Power; we can
not deny it (Romans 1:20). The evidence of Supreme
Intelligence and Power is everywhere. Someone has
said, “If the word GOD were written upon every
blowing leaf, embossed on every passing cloud, en-
graved on every granite rock, the inductive evidence
that God is in the world would be no stronger than it
is. When the human intellect thinks in the terms of
finality with the world as its premise, the THERE-
FORE of every syllogism will be God. The universe is
a big advertising poster spelling GOD.”

Helen Keller was a blind lady who has died in
recent years. She not only was blind, but deaf. In
spite of this, she learned to communicate, read
Braille, and even to talk. At that point when her dark
and silent world was penetrated, someone presented
her with the thought of God. Her immediate response
was that she already knew it...she knew it all of the
time! Isn’t this something?!

(Continued on Next Page)
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It is obvious that God is. Yes, everything points
to this great truth. But this is not enough. We
would like to know more. What is he like? What is
the nature of God? Can we actually know him?
Simply to be aware that there is such a SUPREME
BEING is not enough. This does not satisfy. Does
INFINITY have personality? Does this old uni-
verse have a HEART? Beyond this world (which
too many times is heartless, cold and indifferent) is
there a Supreme Being of TRUTH and COMPAS-
SION that we can look to? What is the nature of
God anyway?

We have a clue as to the nature of the Being of
God when we consider the nature of the being of
man. We are made in the “image of God” and in his
“likeness” (Genesis 1:26). As we look at our physi-
cal likeness in the mirror, we are made to ask if it
is this. Then we remember that Jesus said, “God is
a Spirit” (John 4:24). Something that Jesus said
after his resurrection, stressing the fact that he
indeed had been raised from the dead, will help us
understand this. He said, “A spirit hath not flesh
and bones, as ye see me have” (Luke 24:39). There-
fore, we conclude that the “image of God” does not
refer to this physical body, but to the mind and
spirit. Our spirit lives in this physical body (and
departs from it when we die—Ecclesiastes 12:7;
James 2:26). (The fact that God is Spirit was the
basis of the condemnation of idolatry—Exodus 20).

This gives us a little deeper insight into the
nature of the Being of God, but really nothing tan-
gible. It still leaves us with much that we would
like to know; yes, in fact, we would like to know
God. Our original parents knew God and were in
personal communion with their Creator. And all of
us are so constituted that we are like fish out of
water until we are right with God (It has been said
that man is an incurably religious creature). What
David wrote long ago expresses our feelings. “As
the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth
my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for
God, for the living God: when shall I come and ap-
pear before God?” (Psalms 42:1-2). “O God, thou
art my God; early will 1 seek thee: my soul
thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a
dry and thirsty land, where no water is” (Psalms
63:1). And, like Moses, we desire to see God.

Yes, God is INVISIBLE SPIRIT (1 Timothy
1:17), existing in another dimension from our im-
mediate human experience, but with the appear-

ance of Jesus Christ on the pages of history our
desires have been honored. He has filled the gap.
He has given us something concrete and tangible
to rest our minds upon when we think of God. He-
brews 1:1-3 reads, “God, who at sundry [various]
times and divers [different] manners [ways] spake
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath
in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds; Who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express image of
his person, and upholding all things by the word of
his power, when he had by himself purged our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on
high.” Amazing truth! Isaiah 7:14 in its application
foreshadowed the birth of Jesus. “Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.” And what does “Immanuel”
mean? God with us! Then listen to Isaiah 9:6, “For
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of

Peace.” With the approach of this incredible event,
the angel told Mary, “The Holy Ghost [Spirit] shall

g RRXCE o i A
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son
of God” (Luke 1:35). The apostle John gives us an
even more breathtaking view of what God has
done. Listen: “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God...And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth...No man hath seen God at any time; the
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
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Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:1,14,18).
What profound truths!

When we see the Lord Jesus Christ, we see God.
Paul spoke of Jesus as “the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of every creature” (Colossians 1:15). “For
it pleased the Father that in him should all the full-
ness dwell” (Colossians 1:19). “For in him dwelleth all
the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9). In
other words, the fullness of Deity was embodied in
Jesus. The essence of God is seen in him. Jesus had
the Spirit without measure (John 3:34). And in him
we see all the perfect character and attributes of the
eternal God. One time Jesus was talking to his disci-
ples about God the Father, and Philip asked him to
show them the Father. The Lord replied, “Have I been
so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known
me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Fa-
ther...” (John 14:9). Peter made the great confession
that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God
(Matthew 16:16). However, Thomas was the first one
to directly call him God. He had missed out on seeing
Jesus the day of his resurrection, and he expressed
doubt. He must see the nail prints, actually put his
fingers into the prints, and thrust his hand into the
side of Jesus before he would believe. But a week later
when Jesus came into their midst and personally in-
vited Thomas to do this, he didn’t esteem it necessary.
With unrestrained emotion, he exclaimed, “My Lord
and my God!” (John 20:24-28).

Jesus is the Jehovah (the “LORD”) of the Old Tes-
tament. He said to the Jews of his day, “Your father
Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and
was glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not
yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? Je-
sus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Be-
fore Abraham was, I AM” (John 8:56-59). They got
the message. Hardened and unbelieving, they took up
stones to cast at him. They well knew the expression
“I AM” had reference to the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob (Exodus 3:14). Jesus claimed to be God.
And, as Deity, Jesus forgave sins and accepted wor-
ship, which no man is allowed to do.

On the day of Pentecost in Acts 2 the apostle Pe-
ter quotes a psalm which the Jews regarded as Mes-
sianic. He said, “The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit
thou on my right hand, Until I make thy foes thy
footstool.” His conclusion and application follow.
“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly,
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:34-36; Psalms
110:1). Jesus baffled and silenced the Pharisees with
this Scripture (Psalms 110:1) in Matthew 22:41-46.
They had tried to trip Jesus with their “loaded” ques-
tions so Jesus had one of his own for them. “What
think ye of Christ? Whose son is he?” They replied
that he would be the son of David. Jesus quotes

Psalms 110:1, then said, “If David then call him Lord,
how is he his son?” They couldn’t get hold of that.
Why would David call him Lord? They shut up. But
Jesus was God and man at the same time. The Jeho-
vah of the Old Testament took the form of man and
walked upon this earth...and to become our Savior!
Consider Malachi 3:1.

We are truly thankful that God has spoken to us
in his Son. And with Paul we say, “Great is the mys-
tery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justi-
fied in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into
glory” (1 Timothy 3:16). Praise be to God!

lll. THE PRESENT REALITY OF GOD
God is Alive and Real

God 1s still alive today. He is real. He is not just
SOMEONE we have read about from the pages of a
very ancient book. He is not just the GREAT SOME-
ONE off in the great somewhere. Psalms 90:2 reads,
“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever
thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from
everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.” The heav-
ens still “declare the glory of God; and the firmament
sheweth his handywork” (Psalms 19:1). Men are still
made in the image and likeness of God; God still
animates our bodies with life...in HIM we live, and
move and have our being (Acts 17:28). Evidence of his
reality and goodness are manifest daily to all. As Je-
sus said, “He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the
unjust” (Matthew 5:45). Paul and Barnabas amplified
this truth by saying that God “in times past suffered
all nations to walk in their own ways. Nevertheless
he left not himself without witness, in that he did
good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful sea-
sons, filling our hearts with food and gladness” (Acts
14:16-17). This is still true today. God is alive.

Jesus is still LORD. Hebrews 13:8 declares, “Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, and today and for ever.”
He still is “upholding all things by the word of his
power” (Hebrews 1:3). Men still need a Savior. We
still find men lost and the Great Commission was to
be carried out “unto the end of the world [age]” Mat-
thew 28:20). The fact that Christ has not returned
from heaven compliments this truth. We read in 2
Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slack concerning his prom-
ise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance.” Yes, God is still
in the business of saving souls and changing lives.
Christ still lives, thus Hebrews 7:25 declares,
“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the utter-
most that come unto God by him, seeing he ever li-
veth to make intercession for them.” And men still
find that the Lord is gracious and precious (1 Peter
2:3). Amen. (Continued on Next Page)

7(27)
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The Indwelling of God

God is real to the real Christian. When we become
Christians, we are born again; we become children of
God. Jesus told Nicodemus that a man had to be
“born of water and of the Spirit” (John 3:5). According
to Acts 2:38, when we repent and are baptized (im-
mersed) for the remission of sins, this takes place.
Then we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit into our
lives. Acts 5:32 also tells us that the Holy Spirit is
given to those who obey God. This happens when we
obey God initially as we become Christians, and we
increasingly receive him into our lives as we continue
to obey him thereafter. The reality of this great truth
is expanded in a wonderful way in Galatians 4:6,
“And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Fa-
ther.” The word “Abba” actually means the same
thing as “Father,” but it is Aramaic and the other
represents the Greek word for father. Aramaic was
the everyday language spoken by the Jews in Pales-
tine. Therefore, “Abba” is more of a personal word for
father. It is very much like our word “Daddy.” In it we
can hear the babbling of a baby or a small child. We
are indeed children of God now. We have experienced
the new birth, and because we are children of God
(the Holy Spirit is within us), we cry out as babes in
Christ, “Abba, Father.” God is very personal and real
to us. And as we grow and stay surrendered to God,
the Holy Spirit produces all the beautiful Christ-like
traits of character in our lives (Galatians 5:22-23).

The New Testament continually talks about the
Holy Spirit dwelling in Christians. He dwells in us.
The word translated “dwell” means to dwell as in a
house. Sometimes the word has a prefix which signi-
fies down and at other times, in. Paul wanted the
Ephesians “to be strengthened with might by his
Spirit in the inner man,” then he continued, “That
Christ may DWELL in your hearts by faith...”
(Ephesians 3:16-17). The word “dwell” here means to
settle down in a house. The Holy Spirit dwells in us
according to our faith. Again listen to Paul: “That
good thing which was committed unto thee keep by
the Holy Ghost [Spirit] which DWELLETH in us” (2
Timothy 1:14). This means to be in a house. “But ye
are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the
Spirit of God DWELL in you. Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Romans
8:9). Here it means to use or have a house. The Holy
Spirit has taken his abode in a Christian as a house.
So this makes the words of Jesus even more signifi-
cant when he said, “If a man love me, he will keep
my words: and my Father will love him, and we will

come unto him, and make our abode with him” (John
14:23).

And what a great truth this is! The God of heaven
has so honored us that he has taken his abode in us.
We make a mistake when we try to explain, to dis-
sect, every aspect of this great subject. We are dealing
with the Supreme Being of Eternity, and how can we
expect to know everything about so great a thing?
(Who can even explain how his own spirit dwells in

(Continued on Page 14)

BIBLE QUESTIONS
(Random Questions Over the Bible)

1. What were various names by which Hebron was
known in ancient times?

2. Who said, “I am slow of speech, and of a slow
tongue™?

3. Who said, “l am a man of unclean lips, and | dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips™?

4. Why did God not allow Moses to go into the Prom-
ised Land?

5. From where was Moses allowed by God to have a
panaramic view of the Promised Land before he
died?

6. Jerusalem was in the bounds of the land that had
been assigned to which tribe of Israel?

7. In ancient times in Israel, what were prophets
called?

8. What terms or expressions were used in the Old
Testament to show the extent of the boundries of
the kingdom of Israel?

9. Who tied burning torches (firebrands) to foxes’ tails,
and in loosing them, burned up the fields of his en-
emies?

10. Who visited Solomon in his kingom, and upon see-
ing everything was so impressed that they said “The
half was not told me”?

11. Who was the father of John the Baptist?

12. What two times during his life on earth did Christ
travel outside of the bounds of Israel?

13. Where was Jesus when he said, “A prophet is not
without honor, but in his own country”?

14. When Jesus said to “beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and the Sadduces,” what was the
leaven?

15. When Moses and Elijah appeared with Christ in the
transfiguration, what did they talk to him about?

16. Which apostle, later in one of his epistles, told about
the transfiguration?

17. Where is the only record in the Scriptures of Jesus
ever personally writing anything?

18. What was the meaning of the Aramaic words, “Eloi,
Eloi, lama sabachthani,” that Jeus cried out from the
cross?

19. When the Jews sought to apprehend and kill Paul in
Damascus after his conversion, how did the dis-
ciples help him escape?

20. Who accompanied Paul and Barnabas as a helper
on their first “missionary” journey?

(NOTE: Answers found elsewhere in
this issue of the paper)
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READERS’

...Response

APOLOGY: Please accept our humble apology for slowness
in getting correspondence answered. “We” have no staff of secre-
taries, etc. to handle such, and this is done by the “editor” as time
allows. Be it known that you are sincerely appreciated. a

FLORIDA:

B “Thank you, also for putting my name on the mail-
ing list of THE SWORD AND STAFF. Tell brother
Gibbons that he is also a great blessing to all of us. I
benefit from the magazine and use almost all the
themes to teach in the church.”

VIRGINIA:

B ‘T read your books [bound volumes of THE SWORD
AND STAFF] every day and get a blessing from them.
1 pray that God will give you more years to put out his

2

WEST VIRGINIA:
B “The papers arrived today in plenty of time for our
Wednesday evening Bible Study. We plan to study
deeper into the subject The Great Confession.’
“We enjoy receiving the paper and also appreciated
the extra publications you enclosed with the order...
“Praying that you have continued success in the
Lord’s work. Enclosed is a check to help defray the
cost of printing and mailing.”

(NOTE: We have extra copies of the last issue of
this paper containing the study “The Great Confes-
sion and Corresponding Declaration.” If others
would like several copies of this issue for a class study
also, just let us know. There is no charge, but a little
help with the postage would be appreciated.—Editor)

PENNSYLVANIA:

B ‘Please remove from your mailing list.”

B “May God keep on blessing you to get this paper
published.”

B “My name is . I'm currently incarcerated at...

A fellow inmate gave me a copy of THE SWORD AND
STAFF and I loved it! I would like to order a few of
your tracts. Please put me on your mailing list...
Thank you and God bless you!”

OHIO:

B “Please cancel my subscription.”

B “Please find enclosed check...and my request for the
bound volumes. Also please put me on mailing list.”

INDIANIA:

B “Please remove from mailing list.”

B “Thank you for printing the truth. May God bless
you each and every day.”

B “T am enclosing a check...to help mail THE SWORD
AND STAFF. It is good to know people are receiving
the Truth. Keep up the good work...”

M ‘7T am a new reader of THE SWORD AND STAFF.
Please put me on your mailing list. Please send me all
of the bound volumes of THE SWORD AND STAFF.
Enclosed is my offering for you ministry.”

W “Tt is that time of year to send you a little gift to help
in the cost of THE SWORD AND STAFF...I thank
God for your good work in the Lord. May he bless you
with good health in the new year...”

WISCONSIN:

B “Please send to my home address... NOBODY LEFT
BEHIND and volumes 2001-2006 [bound copies of
THE SWORD AND STAFF]. Thank you—Enjoy read-
ing THE SWORD AND STAFFE.”

ILLINOIS:

B “Thank you for your magazine which has been of so
much benefit to me. Keep up the great work! God
bless! Please send the following bound volumes...”

TENNESSEE:

B “The paper is wonderful and I pray 2009 will see
more people able to receive it and learn the Truth.
God bless you all.”

B “Somebody gave me one of your papers to read. I
found it very interesting and really enjoyed reading it.
T would like to get on your mailing list...Thank you.”
ALABAMA:

B “T would like to get a set of these [the bound volumes
of THE SWORD AND STAFF] to give as a gift...”

MISSISSIPPI:
M “Thank you for another issue of THE SWORD AND

STAFF. It’s great gospel truth. God bless your work.
Please send THE SWORD AND STAFF to the follow-
ing addresses...

“Thanks again for your publication. Great from
cover to cover...”

MISSOURI:

B “Thanks for the itracts and the NOBODY LEFT
BEHIND book. Please add me to your mailing list and

(Continued on Next Page)
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(Continued from Previous Page)

I enclose a check. Thank you for your prompt service.”
M “Please send the two marked bound volumes of
THE SWORD AND STAFF-—also the few booklets
marked. I hope the enclosed amount is more than
adequate to cover printing and shipping costs. Please
use the remainder to aid in the ministry. May our God
bless you richly and may he continue to use your writ-
ing to honor his Name, advance his kingdom, and be
a help and encouragement to many.”

TEXAS:

B “With our latest issue of THE SWORD AND STAFF
we recetved an offer of bound volumes 1989-2006. We
are requesting those volumes along with one copy of
each of your tracts listed... Thanks so much.” [response
from a university library]

OKLAHOMA:

B “This paper is a great help to me. Please keep it com-
ing.”

B “I do appreciate your ministry and your faithfulness
to our Lord. And I find THE SWORD AND STAFF
and your other printed materials valuable both in
ministry and personally. Thank you. May our dear
Lord continue to bless you, and may his name be
praised.”

OREGON:
B ‘Please remove from your mailing list.”

GREECE:

B “Thank you so much for sending me a sample of
THE SWORD AND STAFF (Vol. 46, No. 4). I have
been so blessed by it that with great enthusiasm I
would be pleased to receive whatever possible of the
marked materials. God bless you.”

SOUTH KOREA:

B “We received the box of books you have sent, and
we really, really appreciate this. I'll be putting them
in the library here for the preacher at the university
to use as well as the American military that’s here...
We hope and pray that they will be used abun-
dantly. We thank you, and especially for all the
wonderful truths in them. You are doing a great job.
Keep up the good work, and may the Father bless
you abundantly in it.” a

A

==

“I Am” as Used by Jesus in

the Gospel of John

N THE GOSPEL OF JOHN “I am” is used by Jesus in
three different ways. (1) It appears as a simple
statement of identity here [John 4:26] and in John
6:20; 18:5. (2) Most often it is followed by a predicate
nominative (6:35,51; 8:12; 10:7,9,11,14; 11:25; 14:6;
15:1,5). (3) In several places it is used absolutely (8:24,

28,58; 13:19). It is necessary to look closely at the ab-
solute use of the “I am” phrase. Although there is evi-
dence of a similar use of this term in religious litera-
ture outside of the Old Testament, the Old Testament
itself offers the best background for understanding its
use in this Gospel. In Exodus 3:14, the passage in
which God reveals his name to Moses, the Greek Sep-
tuagint translates the Hebrew phrase as “I am the
Existing One.” This rendition of the divine name in
Greek is paralleled elsewhere in the Old Testament.
In several places “I am” (literally Hebrew “I am he”)
is used as a divine name. Isaiah 43:25 is a striking
example. There the Hebrew reads “I, I am he, who
wipes out sin.” The Septuagint translates the first
part of this statement by using the Greek expression
“I am” twice. The Septuagint actually reads “I am I
am who wipes out sin” and the second “I am” becomes
the equivalent of the divine name. The Greek trans-
lators of Isaiah 51:12 followed the same procedure. In
later Judaism the expression “I am” is definitely used
as a name for God. Thus in those passages in John’s
Gospel where Jesus uses “I am” in an absolute sense,

he is identifying himself with God. m)
—UBS Handbook Series, United Bible Societies
)

About Types and Antitypes

IN TIMES past, the way that we have used the
term “antitype” sometimes may have been confusing,
as we did not differentiate clearly between it and the
word “type” in their meaning. The type comes before
the antitype. In the Old Testament we see the type,
and later in the New Testament the corresponding
antitype is seen. Of the word “antitype,” an online
dictionary says, “A person or thing represented or
foreshadowed by a type or symbol; especially a figure
in the Old Testament having a counterpart in the
New Testament” (WordNet® 3.0, ® 2006 by Princeton Univer-
sity). This expresses it well.—Editor O

AN

A MINUTE

IT’S THE TIME it takes to smile, or to give a
warm “hello,”

It’s the time it takes to say, “Well done.”

It’s the time it takes to sympathize, or avoid call-
ing someone what he “should be called.” It’s the time
it takes to cheer someone or make things better.

How much is a minute worth? It’s priceless or
worthless—depending on how you use it.

There are a lot of minutes allotted to each of us in
a lifetime—and we owe them ALL to God. a

—Selected

g’
To the Christian, a careful stewardship of
his material resources (his money) is a moral
responsibility. a
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(Continued from Page 8)

him, let alone the Holy Spirit?) The indwelling of the
Holy Spirit is not a matter of human feeling or emo-
tion, but a matter of faith (and power). We do not
necessarily feel the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, but
because we have the Holy Spirit we feel (are alive
spiritually). In one sense we do not feel physical life
in our bodies, but because we have life in our bodies
we feel (we are alive; we are able to feel). In a sense
this is true with the Holy Spirit.

Romans 8:26-39

Romans 8:26-39 is a great section of Scripture. It
fits in with our over-all theme, and the immediate
consideration of the present reality of God, in a won-
derful way. If you have a tendency to worry and let
the cares of this world dominate your life, you need to
examine this Scripture a little more carefully. When
you study this great Scripture and began to fathom
its depths, you will find that most of your worries and
anxieties will simply vanish away. You will conclude
that there is no way (and we repeat, no way) that a
Christian can lose.

Verse 26: “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our
infirmities:; for we know not what we should pray for
as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered” (also,
read the next verse). What a tremendous truth!
There are so many times we feel inadequate when we
pray. We just don’t know what we should pray for or
how we should say it. Rest assured God knows. The
Holy Spirit takes our sincere feelings, our needs, and
carries the right message through Christ to the
throne of grace. Isn’t it wonderful that He would do a
thing like that?

Verse 28: “And we know that all things work to-
gether for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose.” Underline
this Scripture in your Bible, underline it in your
mind, and engraft it in your soul. He didn’t say that
everything would work together for our pampered
pleasure, or self-indulgence, but for our good. The
providence of God is involved here. Such is a reality
in the lives of real Christians. Believe it, do your part,
and trust God for the rest.

God is a personal God, and he is personally in-
volved in the lives of all true Christians. We are
taught to say that we will do such and such a thing “if
the Lord will” (James 4:13-15). Paul, over and over
again, speaks of doing something “if the Lord will”
(Acts 18:21; 1 Corinthians 4:19). God has a purpose
and plan for our lives, and we need to pray that we
will fit into it. Prayer is to be made according to the
God’s will (1 John 5:14). Jesus prayed in the garden of
Gethsemane: “Not my will, but thine, be done.” And

having prayed this, he was ready to face anything.
Good, and that which may not seem so good to us, can
be used of God for our good and his glory. James says
to “count it all joy when you fall into divers tempta-
tions [various trials]; knowing this, that the trying of
your faith worketh patience” (James 1:2-3) Peter
speaks of the trying of our faith as gold tried by fire (1
Peter 1:7). It takes a lot of ore to be smelted and proc-
essed to make a few ounces of gold. Most of us are like
the ore; we have a lot of rough edges, which needs to
be knocked off. Qur natures need to be refined. Corn
in the garden, or the field, will put down roots in a dry
season and the wind will have a hard time blowing it
down. But if the season is too “good,” having a lot of
rain, the roots are on the surface of the soil. The least
wind will blow it over. So it is with us. If everything
went “our” way all of the time, we would be spoiled
brats. Remember, God is behind the scenes. Our dis-
appointment may be his appointment. And the worst
thing that ever happened to us may be the best thing
that ever happened to us if we don’t let it get the best
of us. Character is being developed (if we keep the
right attitude). God may be (and is) preparing us for
bigger and better things.

Verses 29 and 30: “For whom he did foreknow,
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among
many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate,
them he also called: and whom he called, them he
also justified: and whom he justified, them he also
glorified.” Now what about that? This is really some
Scripture. Here we have the doctrine of predestina-
tion. Predestination and the free will of man are both
taught in the Bible. Notice we didn’t say Calvinistic
predestination, but simply predestination.

To properly understand the Biblical doctrine of
predestination, we need to be aware of the sequence
of things here. God first foreknew, then he predesti-
nated. Later he called, he justified, and he glorified.
Calvinism seems to have it the other way around.
They would have us believe that God first decreed
and predestinated, irrespective of the free will of
man. In other words, when God decided from eternity
to make man, he also decided then and there who
would personally go to heaven and who would go to
hell. Destinies were individually and irrevocably set.
But according to our Scripture in Romans, God first
foreknew, and then He did the predestinating.

The question is, what did God foreknow? Of
course, God foreknew everything. Acts 15:18 reads,
“Known unto God are all his works from the begin-
ning of the world.” God is Supreme Intelligence. Be-
ing omniscient, there is nothing that he does not
know. He can look down through time and eternity
and see everything that will ever happen, and know

(Continued on Next Page)
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everything that is, or that will be. To say the least,
that is mindboggling to us. We can’t understand it,
but we can believe it, and accept it. As human beings
we have a hard time remembering what has hap-
pened in the past, let alone seeing into the future. It
has been established that the devil has certain lim-
ited powers along this line, and through the influence
of demons men have been able to foretell certain
things that will happen. But God is All Knowing: He
knows the end from the beginning. He knows every
detail. There is no way we can begin to comprehend
this (so we need not try). Just believe it, and accept it.

The foreknowledge of knowing who the saved
were from eternity would of necessity have to be pre-
ceded by other foreknowledge. God would have to
foreknow that man would sin. Having foreknown this,
he would have to foreknow and formulate his plan for
Jesus to be the Savior from sin. Then he would be in a
position to foreknow who the saved would be, and
consequently to predestinate. Biblical predestination
is to be understood in the light of foreknowledge, with
the foreknowledge always preceding it.

God’s plan from eternity called for Christ to be
the Savior of sinful humanity. Peter, later writing in
the realm of time, said that Christians had been re-
deemed by “the precious blood of Christ, as a lamb
without blemish and without spot: Who verily was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but
was manifest in these last times for you” (1 Peter
1:19-20). John the Baptist introduced Christ, saying,
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin
of the world” (John 1:29). The extent of God’s purpose
and plan is seen in John 3:16. “For God so loved THE
WORLD, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
WHOSOEVER believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” Paul in 1 Timothy 2:4 de-
clares the mind and will of God on this matter. “Who

WILL have ALL MEN to be saved, and to come unto
the knowledge of the truth.” This continued thought
is brought out in 2 Peter 3:9. “The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise [of the second coming and end
of the world], as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us- ward, NOT WILLING that any
should perish, but that ALL should come to repen-
tance.” The “WHOSOEVER WILL” aspect of it is
again emphasized in Revelation 22:17. So, God’s will
1s that WHOSOEVER WILL can and may be saved
through Jesus Christ. God has made man a responsi-
ble, free moral agent. God’s is merciful, but his grace
must be accepted.

Keep all of this in mind as we get back to our for-
mer question: What did God foreknow? To be more
specific, what he foreknew in Romans 8:29 involved
“whom he foreknew.” Those predestinated by God
where first known by God. In other words, God looked
down through eternity and saw them. What did he
see? He saw (foreknew) who would have good and
honest hearts and of their own free will and volition
accept Jesus Christ as their Savior. Then he said, in
essence, “They are the ones. They are my elect.” Not
because He decreed it before He looked from eternity,
but afterward. What He saw determined the decree.
Omniscience does not mean arbitrarily imposing the
Divine Will, over-riding man’s free will, but simply
knowing in advance and recognizing those who would
accept him, as his own. From God’s viewpoint, they
were chosen “in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3-5). In Christ,
“whosoever will” may be saved, and God foreknew
who they were. And, as Paul said, they were later
“called.” How were they called? By some mysterious
working, God letting them know they were already
his people? Thus, saved from eternity? Not at all.
They were not already saved, and no such teaching is
found in the Scriptures. Paul told the Thessalonians,
“Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtain-
ing of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalo-
nians 2:14; Romans 1:16). The gospel was commis-
sioned to be preached to “all nations,” “all the world,”
that “whosoever will” could come and be saved. Man’s
freedom of choice must be exercised. Then he contin-
ues to exercise it after becoming a Christian. Peter
admonished, “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to MAKE YOUR CALLING AND ELEC-
TION SURE: for if ye do these things, you shall never
fall” (2 Peter 1:10).

Therefore, beloved, if God knows all of these
things about us from eternity that puts our human
situation (especially as Christians) in an entirely dif-
ferent light, doesn’t it? And what a different perspec-
tive it is! We are not just down here “batting the
breeze.” God knows all. He knows all about us. Rest
assured He does. He knows if we really love him and

(Continued on Page 14)
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“Which Way You Went”

These words were found inscribed on an old
gravestone:

“Pause, stranger, when you pass me by;

As you are now, so once was I;

As T am now, so will you be,

So prepare for death and follow me.”

A passerby also wrote his words at the bottom
of the inscription:

“To follow you, I am not content

Until I know which Way you went.” a

Bﬁ E...wﬁa POINT

v

IF ACTIONS speak louder than words, what are
you saying (anything)?

The professed believer who has not denied him-
self (Luke 9:23) really has never confessed Christ
and could deny him at any time.

Those who will not accept Christ’s gift of salvation
thereby exclude themselves from it.

Some people would like to make this country the
United States of Sodom and Gomorrah (including the
politicians who would sell their souls for votes).

Ungodly people would like to prove the Bible wrong
because they are not right.

Unless you genuinely repent and surrender your
all to Christ, efforts at living the Christian life are like
trying to drive a square peg into a round hole.

Perhaps the sins that most beset us, we are the
more apt to detect (and despise) in others.

If you have expensive tastes that you think must
always be met, you will eventually find that life can
become pretty tasteless at times.

When we neglect the spiritual, the flesh “automati-
cally” fills the vacuum in our lives.

Only the weak feel that they must prove them-
selves to be strong and in doing so are many times
overbearing and abusive.

There is nothing that is any more repulsive than
“religious” pride (These words within themselves are
an oxymoron).

Tt looks like modern educators and public schools
would “wise up”; all of the private schools, academies
and home schools that have sprung up across the
country and proliferated should tell us something.

If you have repented of your sins, it shouldn't offend
you when sin is preached against.

So many times we are so engaged in battle with
Satan within ourselves that we never get around to
pressing the battle against him beyond ourselves.

Religion that is preoccupied with making people
feel good instead of being good is no good.

If we don’t love the truth, and appreciate its
uniqueness, we are setting ourselves up to believe a
lie and to not know the difference.

Wrong is not right, and no amount of wishing and
rationalizing can make it right.

“Spend your way to prosperity’—Is this good
sense, let alone good economics? What ever happened
to fiscal responsibility?

Truth is unbending although some people would
try to stretch it all out of shape.

We are saved by the “foolishness of preaching” (1
Corinthians 1:18-31), not by the foolishness and lev-
ity being heard in so many churches.

If the elders won't “pastor” the sheep, they need to
be “turned out to pasture.”

The way that some religious writers profusely
quote non-Biblical sources to back up what they have
to say, you would think that the word of man was on
a par with the Word of God as an authority in mat-
ters of religion.

It is hard for some people to accept the truth be-
cause they don’t want to believe that anyone or any-
thing is wrong.

“Music” that makes a person jump and jerk
around in a defiant and vulgar way like he is demon-
possessed (call it Christian rock, screamo or what-
have-you) cannot be of God.

If spending is like priming the pump, what if the
well is dry?

A feminism that sets itself against family values
does not serve the good of humanity or advance the
legitimate cause of womanhood. a

Ean

==

Pardon Must Be Accepted

ACK IN 1830 George Wilson was convicted of

robbing the U. S. Mail and was sentenced to be
hanged. President Andrew Jackson issued a pardon
for Mr. Wilson, but he refused to accept it. The matter
went to Chief Justice Marshall, who concluded that
Wilson would have to be executed. “A pardon is a slip
of paper,” wrote Marshall, “the value of which is de-
termined by the acceptance of the person to be par-
doned. If it is refused, it is no pardon. George Wilson
must be hanged.” For some, the pardon may come too
late. For others, like with Mr. Wilson, the pardon is
not accepted; this is likewise true in reference to ac-
cepting salvation—Selected m)
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(Continued from Page 12)
want to do his will. Everything has purpose and plan
behind it. God knows everything. Jesus said that
even the hairs of our head are numbered (Matthew
10:30). A sparrow doesn’t fall to the ground without
God knowing about it. God is omniscient. God is Al-
mighty. God is wonderful in all things!

Verse 31: “What shall we then say to these
things? If God be for us, who can be against us?’ If
the Almighty God of eternity is for us, who can be
against us? God and one righteous person make a
majority. The rest of the world may be on the other
side, but God and one person make a majority. With
him for us, really who “can” be against us? Who
could ultimately prevail against us? The answer is
NO ONE.

Verse 33: “Who shall lay anything to the charge
of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.” Don’t worry
about what people may say about you if you are a
real Christian. It matters very little. God will have
the last say. He is the ruler and judge of the universe.
Let us be concerned about what He thinks about us.

Verses 35-39: “Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or perse-
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As
it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day
long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors,
through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Amen and amen!

As we said, there is no way that a Christian can
lose. We have already been told that “all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose” (verse 28).
Now Paul tells us that through Christ we are “more
than conquerors.” Assuredly, 2 Corinthians 1:20
reads, “For all the promises of God in him are yea,
and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” Lis-
ten again, this time to 1 Corinthians 3:21-283, “There-
fore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours;
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or
life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all
things are yours; And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is
God’s.” The Corinthians were glorying in men (the
preachers). Paul says this is ridiculous. The preach-
ers were merely their “ministers” (KJV)—or more
expressly, servants or slaves. People just don’t glory
in slaves. Paul enlarges the thought to show that eve-
rything is servant to the Christians. Even death it-

self. We should never consider ourselves to be the
victim of circumstances, but surrender ourselves to
God, and use the situation for the glory of God. Even
death itself is servant to the Christian. It will serve to
remove us from the veil of wrath and tears and usher
us into the very presence of the great God of eternity.
So, even in losing we win. There is no way that we
can lose. Whether we live or whether we die, we are
the winner.

Beloved, with an attitude like this we can face
anything. We know that regardless how “bad” things
get, they are going to get better. God works all things
together for our good. He is the author of every good
and perfect gift (James 1:17). We should never grum-
ble. We should be the most optimistic people in the
world. Praise His Name!

God Can Be Trusted

God can be trusted. His character is the law of
the universe. Paul speaks of our “hope of eternal life,
which God, that cannot lie, promised before the
world began” (Titus 1:2). Then in Hebrews 6:18 and
19, we read, “That by two immutable things, in
which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have
a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay
hold upon the hope set before us: Which hope we
have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and sted-
fast...” We have hope as a Christian, and the basis of
our hope is that God does not lie. God says what He
means, and He means what He says. Truth is not
determined by popular vote, or by what we think
about it, or what anyone else thinks about it—but by
what God says about it. It is not determined by how
many are following it, or whether anyone is following
it. Truth is still the truth because it is God’s charac-
ter and is the law of the universe. What is right is
always right. Right is right if nobody is right, and
wrong is wrong if everybody is wrong.

We need men today who will trust God and take
him at his word...regardless. Even if it means you
will be standing alone, and many times you will be.
We need to have the same spirit the prophets of old
had. Sometimes they had to stand against the tide of
corrupt humanity, and it seemed like they alone were
standing there. One brother prophet over there
thought he was standing alone, but God let him know
that He had 7,000 men who had not bowed the knee
to Baal yet (Romans 11:3-5; 1 Kings 19). And, no
doubt, there are more people today who love God and
want to do right than we realize. But, regardless, we
must take our stand for God.

Oh, God means what He says, and says what He
means! We can believe it. We can trust it. We can go
to the Day of Judgment trusting it. He has said it in
his Word. That settles it. We need not worry. If we
believe his Word, and obey it, we know that we are
right with him.
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Men may not believe in God, nor trust his Word,
but his Word is still the truth. We find these words in
2 Timothy 2:13, “If we believe not, yet he abideth
faithful: he cannot deny himself.” God cannot lie. We
may not believe what He says, but it is still the truth.
He cannot deny himself. His character is the law of
the universe. And, even as Paul said in Romans 3:4,
“Let God be true, but every man a liar...”

We can take God at his Word. Let us never be-
come discouraged, or give up, or say that we need
something different. Let us never think that we need
to give in a little here or give in a little there. Never
think in terms of modifying God’s message to accom-
modate unregenerate man. When we come to the Day
of Judgment, what is in the Bible will still be in the
Bible. God does not lie. We can take him at his Word.

Let us never give up, but press on. The book of
Hebrews was written to people converted from the
Jewish religion to Christianity. Some of them were
getting discouraged and ready to give up. The writer
shows how that everything in Christianity is superior
to the Old Testament—what a great religion we
have! They were encouraged to press on. “For God is
not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of
love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that
ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.
And we desire that everyone of you do shew the same
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end:
That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who
through faith and patience inherit the promises”
(Hebrews 6:10-12). “Cast not away therefore your
confidence, which hath great recompense of reward.
For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done
the will of God, ye might receive the promise” (He-
brews 10:35-36).

Yes, we have a GREAT and GLORIOUS GOD.
Believe in him and trust him. Let us surrender our
all to him. Let us love him, and with our whole being
committed to him, serve him. “But without faith it is
impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). O

-

This Article Now Available

in Booklet Form!

E ARE making the above article, “Our Great

and Glorious God,” available in booklet form,
consisting of 16 pages. In fact, it is already printed
and ready. It is suitable for class study and faith
building (or to hand out otherwise). Therein God is
made more real and personal. Order the numbers
that you want, and they will be sent right away. As
with the other materials, there is no charge for the
booklets (but a little help with the postage would be
much appreciated). Let us hear from you. a

An Arsenal of Printed Material Now

Available—No Charge!

ETTING out The Sword and Staff is not a

commercial endeavor. Our only concern from a
monetary viewpoint simply is that we pay our bills,
keep the printing project going and the message com-
ing. We want to stir men’s minds about the Word of
God and what it teaches. Therefore, there is no set
subscription (just a contribution is suggested) and
there is no charge for printed booklets and materials
(just that we would receive help with the cost of ship-
ping and mailing). This likewise holds true with the
20 years of the back issues of this paper in bound vol-
umes form (10 books in all now); also with the 10
years (5 books) in the Spanish edition, La Espada y
El Cayado—NO CHARGE; just help with the ex-
pense of shipping and mailing. (Thanks!)

We have an arsenal of booklets and tracts now
available for use in the Lord’s work. They cover a
wide spectrum. We have booklets helpful in winning
people to Christ, endoctrinating them in what the
Bible teaches, and helping them in their growth as a
new Christian. Those available are listed on the back
page. Order a supply, or request a sample packet to
peruse. What we said in the paragraph above applies
to this material also (no charge for the materials, just
help with the expense of mailing). )
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HELP US get out the message of God’s Word.
If this publication has been a blessing to you,
help us increase our mailing list by enrolling oth-
ers to receive this paper.—Editor a
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= E-MAIL ADDRESS:
theswordandstaff@embargmail.com
= Web Site: http:/ljgibbons.8m.com

Answers to:

BIBLE QUESTIONS

1. Genesis 13:18; 23:2,19; 35:27; 2. Exodus 4:10; 3. Isa-
iah 6:5; 4. Deuteronomy 32:49-52 (Numbers 20:7-13); 5. Deu-
teronomy 34:1-7; 6. Joshua 18:28; Judges 1:21; 7. | Samuel
9:9; 8. Judges 20:1; 1 Samuel 3:20; 2 Samuel 3:10; 17:11;
24:2; 24:15; 1 Kings 4:25; 1 Chronicles 21:2; 2 Chronicles 30:5;
9. Judges 15:1-5; 10. 1 Kings 10:1-7; 11. Luke 1:13; 12. (1)
To Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15; (2) To Tyre and Sidon (Phoenicia)
(Matthew 15:21-28); 13. Mark 6:1-6 (Luke 4:16-24); 14. Mat-
thew 16:5-12; 15. Luke 9:31; 16. 2 Peter 1:16-18; 17. John
8:6-8; 18. Mark 15:34; 19. Acts 9:23-25; 2 Corinthians 11:32-
33; 20. Acts 13:1-5. a

Order Bound Volumes of

THE SWORD AND STAFF in Spanish:
LA ESPADA Y EL CAYADO
Q 1995-1996 volumen encuadernado de “La Espada y El
Cayado” (en espariol); 4 1997-1998; QO 1999-2000;
Q 2001-2002; Q 2003-2004
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J NOBODY LEFT BEHIND: INSIGHT INTO
“END-TIME” PROPHECIES—$1 5.00

2> GOOD NEWS!! Because of special
demand, brother David Vaughn Elliott’s
book on prophecy has now gone into a
FOURTH PRINTING! We are glad that
this book is available again. It is meeting
a definite need. Churches and individuals
keep ordering and reordering it. If you «
don’t have the book yet, take advantage of this and order
your copy today.—FEditor a

You Can Get Them Now...

Last 2 Years Ready!
Bound Volumes for
20 Years—No Charge!

THE LAST 2 YEARS of The
Sword and Staff are now in
bound book form (and indexed).
Add them to the other bound volumes we have on
hand and that means the last 20 years are now
available to you—good solid Scriptural reading;
timeless and timely material; a great source for
inspiration, studies, sermons, and church bulle-
tins. We are no commercial endeavor. OQur “bur-
den” and aspiration is to get out the message of
God’s Word (and simply to pay the cost of doing
this as we go along). There is no charge for these
books (or materials). However, help with the ex-
pense of shipping and mailing is needed and much
appreciated. Many churches and individuals have
taken advantage of this offer, adding them to their
libraries. You are likewise welcome to place your
order. Detailed information about ordering is seen
on this page. Let us hear from you.—Editor a

(CLIP AND MAIL\OR WRITE)
Gentlemen: !
Enclosed find my contribution. Please put me on the |
« mailing list of The Sword and Staff. 1 New 0 Renew :

i
-Name' ........................................................................... :

(Check for bound volumes of The Sword and Staff)
1989-1990 bound volume of The Sword and Staff
1991-1992 bound volume of The Sword and Staff
1993-1994 bound volume of The Sword and Staff
1995-1996 bound volume of The Sword and Staff
1997-1998 bound volume of The Sword and Staff
1999-2000 bound volume of The Sword and Staff
2001-2002 bound volume of The Sword and Staff
2003-2004 bound volume of The Sword and Staff
2005-2006 bound volume of The Sword and Staff
2007-2008 bound volume of The Sword and Staff
Poems of The Soul and Proverbs—J.E. Gibbons
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NEW BOOKLET: “Why Do Bad Things Happen to
Good People?” This article has been put into a 12 page
booklet. Suitable to give to those facing adverse circum-
stances, including the sick. Order a supply today. a
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