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Perfecting and Exercising Faith—No. 5

Falth Defined and lllustrated

By JAMES E. GIBBONS—1535 W. Falrfteld Drive
Mount Airy, NC 27030 USA

E ENCOURAGE you to study Hebrews 11,
Wthat great chapter on faith. It will be very

rewarding as we are trying to go on unto per-
fection with our faith. We need to learn all that we can
about faith in order to do this and then, having learned
it, put it into practice. Actually the context of chapter
11 begins in the latter part of chapter 10 where the
writer deals with their hardships since being a Chris-
tian (and ends in the first few verses of the 12th chap-
ter). Starting with 10:35, he encourages them on by
saying, “Cast not away therefore your confidence,
which hath great recompense of reward.” He reminds
them that the “just shall live by faith,” as he admon-
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ishes them to continue on, and expressed concern
about the possibility of them drawing “back unto perdi-
tion.” He wants them to “believe to the saving of the
soul” (verse 39). With that in mind, the stage is set for
chapter 11. Then faith and its practical outworking are
dealt with. Wonderful examples are given of heroes of
faith of old, whose faith they were to emulate.

This article will hit upon and attempt to highlight
some of the great truths seen in this chapter, bringing
in other Scripture to bear upon the subject. In He-
brews 11 faith is defined and illustrated (very simple
truths, but profound).

1. FAITH INVOLVES THAT WHICH IS NOT SEEN

First, the writer defines faith. “Now faith is the sub-
stance [assurance] of things hoped for, the evidence
[proof, conviction] of things not seen” (verse 1).

A Doubly Stated Definition

In reality, he asserts the same thing twice here, but
the first part seems to be more narrowly stated than
the second. The first part zerces in on assurance of
things “hoped for.” The second part of the definition
could be looked upon as the more general conviction
behind it all. Perhaps these two angles are brought out
in verse 6, although in reverse order, which reads, “But
without faith it is impossible to please him [God]: for
he that cometh to God [1] must believe that he is, and
[2] that he 1s a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.” The broader conviction underlying the hope is
the fact that God is, and the more narrowed assurance
is that God “is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him” (this has to do with our hope, being assured that
God will come through with what He has promised).

(Or, in asserting the same thing twice, does the sec-
ond part of the double definition represent the firm
conviction of that which is “hoped for” being fulfilled,
yet unseen? Either emphasis is true)

Three Facets of Faith

Really, perhaps we could divide faith into three cate-
gories, or facets, as a Christian. They are all the same,
but different. These three facets of faith are belief, trust

(Continued on Page 4)
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—THANK YOU—

Proverbially
SPEAKING...

LOVE generates love.

All I know is what the Bible says,
and as a Bible believer I accept it all.

Hope is faith that is alive and well.

God seeks for men to seek after Him
(Luke 19:10; Hebrews 11:6 John 4:23).

If you would be distinctive, be yourself.

If we are walking in the light, we are
not as likely to stumble, and if perchance
we should stumble, we can more easily
see how to get up and keep on walking.

Opportunity plus ability equals re-
sponstbility.

There 1s no reason to fear tomorrow
when our Iives are in the hands of One
who knows the end from the beginning.

In God'’s mathematics of marriage, one
plus one equals one (Genesis 2:24).

Trust in the Lord, and lean not upon
your own understanding, and you will
find life less demanding.

You can’t go back on a one-way street
without serious consequiences.

No Scripture can mean anything less
than what it says, but it can mean more
in the light of other Scripture.

Christianity 1s authenticated only by
authentic Christians. Q

IS IT TIME FOR SOME RELIGIOUS PEOPLE TO HAVE
SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT THEIR RELIGION?

ECENTLY VARIOUS RELIGIONS in an uncomplimen-
Rtary way have been highlighted in the media headlines

(not unjustly, but just as a matter of factual reporting).
Muslims hijacked passenger planes with the sole purpose of
causing massive destruction, misery and the taking of thou-
sands of innocent lives. Roman Catholic priests on a rather wide
scale are being sued by those who have experienced sexual
abuse and molestation at their hands. L.eaders in an increasing
number of mainline “Protestant” denominations, and even
whole denominations, it seems, have officially accepted the ho-
mosexual “lifestyle” and the concept of same sex marriages.

In view of these statements, we have some questions. What
we have to say will be a “no! no!” in a pluralistic society preoc-
cupied with being politically correct in what is said (with little
concern about details of right and wrong). To a fuzzy mentality
permeated by humanism, truth is looked upon as relative, and
not absolute. “If 1t ‘works’ for you, it is truth to you.” In essence,
everybody is right. But if everybody is right, nobody is right.
Truth must be absolute, or it is not truth at all. It does not con-
tradict itself. On that premise we continue this article.

Second Thoughts for Muslims

Can a religion that inspires men to do the awful things that
happened on September 11, 2001 be of God? Can a religion that
had to depend on the ravaging sword in its inception and ex-
pansion have much going for it? What about the teachings of
the Koran that would encourage this? Does this religion feel so
inadequate that it must threaten its adherents with death if
they should change their beliefs? Can’t it stand alone on its own
two feet in the arena of thought? Must those who believe oth-
erwise ever be subject to oppression and persecution? It boils
down to the question, are radical Muslims radical because they
are radical or because their religion is radical?

On a web site of secular Muslims, a former Muslim speaking
of Mohammed, asks, “How can a man of more than 50 years old
have sexual feelings for a girl of only 6 [Ayesha, one of his many
wives]?”” He goes on to say, “As a normal and respectable hu-
man being | can’t believe in a man who is a pedophile.” He fur-
ther asks, “Why is it that a woman is lower than a man?...Why
is it that a Muslim can have 4 wives? Can a woman not have 4
husbands then? And why did Mohammed have more than 4
wives?” Yes, why didn’t God take four ribs from Adam to make
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him four wives, instead of just one? Becoming one
flesh, they mutually were to respect one another in
dignity.

These are just second thoughts in passing, the
edge of the iceberg, in considering the Muslim relig-
ion. There are more prodding questions about salva-
tion from sin and the grace of God that need to be
asked. What about the Lord Jesus Christ (born of
the virgin Mary) aside from whom there is no salva-
tion? (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Ephesians 2:8,9)

Second Thoughts for Catholics

Could there be something basically wrong with a
religious system that sanctimoniously and univer-
sally prohibits marriage among its leaders and at
the same time glaring sexual irregularities are
found to be practiced among them on a rather wide
scale? The implication 1s that the unmarried state
of the supposedly celibate priest is more holy and
that being married is less honorable, but is that
what the Bible teaches? Didn't God’'s creation of
everything climax with Him making man, described
as being “male and female” (Genesis 1:26,27), and
with the observation that everything He had made
was “very good” (Genesis 1:31)? Didn't God say that
it was not good that man should be alone (Genesis
2:18)7 Didn’t the New Testament writer in Hebrews
13:4 say, “Marriage is honourable in all, and the
bed undefiled: but whoremongers [fornicators] and
adulterers God will judge”?

And consider this. Although the apostle Paul was
unmarried, he asserted, “Have we not power [the
right] to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other
apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and
Cephas [Peter]?’(1 Corinthians 9:5). How is this ex-
plained when Peter, whom Catholics claim to be the
first pope, was married (and other apostles were
married)? (Mark 1:30) And according to the New
Testament, one of the qualifications of a bishop was
that he be a married man with children (1 Timothy
3:1-5; Titus 1:6,7), and furthermore, his jurisdiction
was simply a local church (Philippians 1:1). How
does Catholic practice measure up to this?

Furthermore, does history bear out the fulfill-
ment of such prophecies as found in 2 Thessaloni-
ans 2:3-4 and 1 Timothy 4:1-5? Paul foretells a fal-
ling away from the original church with a human
personality at the head exalting himself as God.
Has anything like that come to pass? And in this
falling away, some of the tenets of their faith and
practice would be “forbidding to marry, and com-
manding to abstain from meats” {1 Timothy 4:3).
Are celibacy and such supposed asceticism being
practiced today in the name of religion?

While we are having second thoughts, what about
the claim of apostolic succession? It is claimed that
Peter was bishop of Rome and the first pope. Ac-

cording to the New Testament, apostles were the
official spokesmen and eyewitnesses of the resur-
rected Christ in getting his church going (Acts 1:1-
8,29; 2:32; 4:33; 1 Corinthians 9:1). We ask, do eye-
witnesses have successors? Consequently, can there
be any such thing as apostolic succession? And if
Peter started the church at Rome, and was its first
bishop and the first pope as claimed, why was Paul
so discourteous as to not even mention his name
when he wrote the Roman epistle? Twenty-four peo-
ple are greeted by name in Romans 16, and Peter’s
name is not to be found.

When a person honestly considers all of the rami-
fications and implications of these thoughts, conclu-
sions that must be reached are very disturbing. If
the major premise is wrong, that which follows can
not be right. We could ask many other questions,
but the big question is whether we will accept these
second thoughts that have been thrust upon us.

Second Thoughts for
Some Denominational Bodies

As stated, leaders in an increasing number of old
mainline “Protestant” denominations, and even
whole religious bodies, look upon the homosexual
“lifestyle” as acceptable and have in essence ac-
cepted the concept of same sex marriages. We will
not bother to identify them. The news media keeps
us informed and posted on this.

But for the Bible believer, all of the afore said is
utterly unthinkable! Consider all of these Scrip-
tures, beginning with the account of Sodom and
Gomorrha in Genesis and ending with the New Tes-
tament Scriptures: Genesis 19:1-25; Leviticus 18:22;
20:13; 1 Kings 14:24; 15:12; 22:46; 2 Kings 23:7;
Romans 1:24-28; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; 1 Timothy
1:9,10; and Jude verse 3. Read all of them. Among
them Leviticus 18:22 stands out, “Thou shalt not he
with mankind, as with womankind: it is an abomi-
nation.” (Is there a problem in understanding this?
Obviously not!). And in the New Testament Romans
1:26 and 27 stand out, being hard to misunderstand,
“...God gave them up {the pagan Gentile world] unto
vile affections: for even their women did change the
natural use into that which is against nature: And
likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust one toward another;
men with men working that which is unseemly, and
receiving in themselves that recompense [penalty] of
their error which was meet [due].” Other sins are
listed, and this section is concluded with Paul saying
“that they which commit such things are worthy of
death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in
them [consent with them] that do them” (1:32). In 1
Corinthians 6:9 Paul does not hesitate to tell us that
the practicing homosexual will not go to heaven.

{Continued on Next Page)
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS...
(Continued from Previous Page)

So, how can religious leaders, or anyone, put their
stamp of approval and acceptance on such perverted
practices (practices that will cause a person to be
eternally lost)? It would seem to us that for at least
two reasons they could do this. (1) They don‘t believe
and respect the Bible anymore, and (2) they are ig-
norant of what the Bible teaches. It is hard for us to
believe that educated, religious leaders are that ig-
norant of what the Bible says. Therefore, unbelief
must be the factor. But with many in the rank and
file membership of these denominational bodies, not
knowing the Bible may be involved (coupled with
the corroding influence of unbelief).

The gravity of the situation must be realized.
People caught up in these bodies need to have sec-
ond thoughts about their religion. But with many it
may be hard to do this, for the distinctive vitals of
their faith have long been sapped. Yes, the old de-
nominationalism was wrong, but this takes apostasy
to a new low. The very acceptance of the inspiration
of the Scripture, the virgin birth and the deity of
Christ are involved (as well as holiness of life). O

an)

An Onion Is A Rose

HE PREACHER reached into a paper sack and

pulled out an onion. He held it up for all to see
and said: “This is a rose.”

In an age when being cool is hot and being bad is
good and being really great is wicked, this is a rose.

When you have to be low life to lead the high life,
and children choose to take their own lives, this is a
rose.

When a so-called Christian nation refuses to pray,
when heaven can only be had on earth and when hell is
only a joke, this is a rose.

To a generation that thinks that fornication is love
and a drunken stupor is a good time, this is a rose.

When the right to kill an unwanted baby is called
the right to choose, and when what God calls an abomi-
nation, man calls gay, this is a rose.

In a place where liquor referendum is a restaurant
referendum, and more sin means more prosperity, this
is a rose.

When fathers no longer try to be Dads, and mothers
refuse to be Moms, and families are defined as unmar-
ried single moms and dads, this is a rose.

When shepherds scatter the sheep, when the blind
see the light but choose darkness, when the stained can
be washed but the individual returns to the mire, when
the thirsty refuse to drink from the fountain of life, this
is a rose.

“Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who
put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put
bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter (Isaiah 5:20).

Dear Lord, help us know the difference between your
truth and the lies Satan tells us every day.—Ben Flatt
[an)

Faith Defined and lllustrated
{Continued from Page 1)

and hope. (1) We believe in
the reality of the lving
God. (2) Thus, having come
to that conviction, we are
brought to trust Him. (3)
Then because we have
trusted Him, we live in
hope. Just believing in the
reality of God is not
encugh. The “devils” be-
= lieve and tremble (James

DI o 2:19), yet are lost. We must
trust God for salvation—we can’t save ourselves—and
therein respond to Him in obedience (James 2:19-26).
Then the great hope for us, as a Christian is the resur-
rection from the dead. Paul says that we “groan within
ourselves, waiting for...the redemption of our body [the
resurrection, the new eternal bodies]. For we are saved
by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a
man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope
for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for
it” (Romans 8:23-25; also notice 1 John 3:1-3 and Phi-
lippians 3:20,21). Hope is faith that is alive and well,
an anchor of the soul (Hebrews 6:18,19). All three fac-
ets of faith are in evidence throughout our lives as
Christians. They must be if we are to “believe to the
saving of the soul.”

In Particular, What Is the Unseen?

Yes, faith involves the unseen. But, more in par-
ticular, what is the unseen? From Hebrews 11 and
other references we can answer this. Hebrews 11 deals
primarily with faith from the perspective and experi-
ence of people in pre-Christian times. Their experience
involved believing in the reality of the invisible God
and believing in what He said (His promises, their ful-
fillment as yet unseen by them at the time). Let us get
an overview of this and then some particular aspects.

Ancient Man and God

The Bible does not try to prove the existence of God;
it simply states it. Genesis 1:1 reads, “In the beginning
God...” Ancient man had no problem believing in God.
In fact, before the fall, Adam and Eve had direct com-
munication with their Creator. To the ancients, only a
fool would say there is no God (Psalms 14). However,
with the passing of time, although “they knew God,
they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful”
(Romans 1:21). With their inferior thoughts of God,
they slipped into idolatry (the word “idolatry” means to
worship that which is seen). Paul said this was inex-
cusable, asserting, “For the invisible things of him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being under-
stood by the things that are made, even his eternal
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power and Godhead [Deity}: so that they are without
excuse” (Romans 1:20). Such a display of awesome,
almighty power in nature harnessed by intelligent
design points to the reality of a Higher Being, God (one
God). The writer in Hebrews 11:3, bringing his readers
in on the testimony of faith, declares, “Through faith
we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that things which are seen were not
made of things which do appear.”
“God is Spirit”

Although the great God of eternity kept in touch
with sinful man through theophanic representation of
Himself by angels in the unfolding of his plan of
redemption, He is called the “invisible” God (1 Timothy
1:17). The apostle John in his epistle, 1 John 4:12, tells
us plainly that “no man hath seen God at any time...”
However, Paul told those on Mar's Hill in Athens that
this God, although unseen, was “not far from everyone
of us: For in him we live, and move, and have our
being...” (Acts 17:27,28). Jesus told the Samaritan
woman that “God is Spirit” (John 4:24). Then later in
emphasizing his actual bodily resurrection from the
dead, and that they were not experiencing some
spiritual apparition in what they saw, he said that “a
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have”
(Luke 24:39). So, from our human perspective God’s
essence is in a different dimension from that of our
immediate physical being. Consequently, He is spoken
of as “invisible.” Faith is the connecting element
between man and God. Moses, in exercising this faith,
is spoken of “as seeing him [God] who is invisible’
{Hebrews 11:27).

“The Image of the Invisible God”

The amazing truth of the New Testament is that
God became flesh in the person of Jesus Christ. John
in his gospel account declares in his own unique way,
“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him” (John 1:18). Paul Likewise asserts that
Christ “is the image of the inuvisible God” (Colossians
1:15). Then again in the next chapter (Colossians 2:9)
he accents the same truth by saying, “For in him

[Christ] dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead [Deity]
bodily [in body form}’(Colossians 2:9).

How wonderful! By taking upon himself a body by
means of the virgin birth, in living a sinless life, and in
being put to death in that body as a sacrifice for our
sins, Jesus not only became our Savior, he bridged the
gap of the world of the unseen. Now there is something
tangible for us to “hang onto” when we think of God.
Philip pressed the Lord, saying, “Lord, shew us the
Father, and it sufficeth us [it will be enough].” Jesus
answered, “He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father; and how sayest thou then, shew us the
Father?” (John 14:8,9) Paul further expounds and
expands on this truth in these marvelous words: “And
without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit,
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on
in the world, received up into glory” (1 Timothy 3:16).
How amazing that the Word actually became flesh!
(John 1:1-14)

The Concluding
and Central Aspect of Faith

Therefore, now in the New Testament another
wonderful aspect is added to believing that “God is.”
Not only is it added, it is central. It is the message of
Christianity itself, the climax of God’s revelation to
mankind. It is believing that God has “spoken unto us
by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1-3)—yes, spoken by Jesus
Christ, who was God Incarnate. After Christ’s
resurrection, Thomias, not being present when Jesus
appeared to the disciples, was slow to believe. But when
Christ did appear again, all of his unbelief instantly
vanished, and he exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!”
Then we read, “Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they
that have not seen, and yet have believed. And many
other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book: But these
are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might
have life through his name” (John 20:28-31). This
declaration of faith became part of accepting Christ and
salvation. The Lord had plainly said, “No man cometh
unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). When Philip
preached Christ to the Ethiopian, the FEthiopian
responded, “What doth hinder me to be baptized?” “And
Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God’(Acts 8:35-37). The Lord had
said in the Great Commission, “He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved...” (Mark 16:1516; 1
Corinthians 15:1-4).

Summing Up This Point
Therefore, to sum up this point, the thrust of the
11th chapter of Hebrews is that the ancients not only
believed in the reality of God, whom they could not see,
they lived a life of faith, looking to God in different
{Continued on Next Page)
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Faith Defined and lllustrated

(Continued from Previous Page)

ways. The great emphasis of faith in this chapter is
trusting what God says. Hebrews 11:13 reads, “These
all died in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them,
and embraced them, and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” The chapter ends
telling of many wonderful and unique things happening
involving other believers (Hebrews 11:32-40). But these
people didn't live to see the fulfillment of that to which
all of these promises pointed. That is what we are now
experiencing in Christianity (salvation and hope of
eternal life).

Christianity is “the faith” (Acts 16:5; Colossians 2:7;
1 Timothy 4:1; Jude, verse 3); and it is “the faith” from
beginning to end (Galatians 3:26; Revelation 2:10; 2
Timothy 4:6-8). Of Jesus we confess and assuredly be-
hieve, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God”
(Matthew 16:16; Acts 8:37). Affirming this, we believe
that “God is” and that “Jesus Christ is” God Incarnate,
the Savior of the world. We trust Christ for the forgive-
ness of our sins (Acts 2:26-38; Hebrews 8:12). Entering
into a new life, now day by day “we walk by faith, not
by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). “Seeing him who 1s invisi-
ble” (Hebrews 11:27) through faith, “we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but
the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:18; Colossians 3:1-4). And thus the affirmation of
faith goes on. Christianity is “the faith.” It is a life of
belief, trust and hope. It is the cutworking of the defini-
tion of Hebrews 11:1 in our lives.

Il. FAITH IS PERFECTED IN THAT WHICH IS SEEN

Yes, faith mvolves that which is not seen. But the
actual possession of faith, and it being perfected, is just
the opposite. It can be seen.

James lilustrated in Hebrews 11
Read James 2:14-26. To James, if you have faith, it
can be seen, “Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and

I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and

I will shew thee my faith by my works.” He goes on

to say, “Seest thou how faith wrought with...works,

and by works was faith made perfect.” The truth of
these statements is illustrated in Hebrew 11. Let us
pinpoint some of these illustrations.

o “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain...” (11:4).

¢ “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to
the saving of his house...” (11:7).

e “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out
into a place which he should after receive for an in-
heritance, obeyed...By faith he sojourned...By
faith Abraham...offered up Isaac...” (11:8,9,17).

o “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concern-
ing things to come” (11:20).

e “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, re-
fused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter...By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the
wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him
who is invisible” (11:24, 27).

“Jesus Saw Their Faith”

An interesting section of Scripture is found in Mark
2:1-12. In the midst of his busy Galilean ministry, Je-
sus was back in Capernaum, and the word got out that
he was in Simon Peter’s house. “Straightway” the place
became so filled and surrounded with people that no
one else could make it through the door. In spite of the
obstacles, there were four who were determined that
their paralytic friend would be brought to the Lord for
healing. “And when they could not come nigh unto him
for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was:
and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed
wherein the sick of the palsy lay.” Then the writer
Mark tells us what was said and done “when Jesus
saw their faith..” But how could faith, which in-
volves the unseen, be seen? In the bringing of the
paralytic; in the breaking up of the roof; in the lowering
of the sick man in the presence of Jesus. There was no
question mark that they believed Jesus could heal him.
And as a bonus, he was forgiven, too.

“He Saw the Wind”

A likewise interesting and similar use of words is
found in Matthew 14:30. In their returning from the
eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, after Jesus had fed
the 5000, the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water.
In connection with this startling experience, and being
assured that it was really the Lord, Peter wanted to
get out of the boat and walk to Jesus. The Lord said,
“Come.” Peter attempted to do this, “But when he saw
the wind boisterous, he was afraid: and beginning to
sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.” Did Peter actu-
ally see the wind? No, not really. He saw the effects of
the wind blowing upon the boisterous waves. In that
sense he saw the wind.
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Those Born of the Spirit

This thought can be carried a step further when we
read about Jesus telling Nicodemus that a person
must be born of water and the Spirit (John 3:1-8). He
goes on to say, “The wind bloweth where it listeth, and
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every
one that is born of the Spirit” As James said, sav-
ing faith is obedient faith. It can be seen. And in be-
coming a Christian, the Holy Spirit comes into our
lives (Acts 2:38). According to the apostle Paul, the
Holy Spirit thereafter dwells in our hearts by faith
(Ephesians 3:16,17). People cannot see this indwelling
of the Holy Spirit. But like the wind that cannot be
seen, yet can be seen, it is manifested in our good
deeds and godly living. It can be seen in the fruit of the
Holy Spirit, of which Paul says, “The fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith [faithfulness], meekness, temperance [self con-
trol}...” (Galatians 5:22,23). The outworking of faith is
manifested in our lives in many other and marvelous
ways. As James said, by works faith is made perfect
(complete) (James 2:22).

Concluding Remarks

As pointed out, the context of Hebrews 11 found the
writer encouraging and admonishing his readers to not
cast off their “confidence, which hath great recompence
of reward.” He warned about drawing “back unto per-
dition,” as he urged them to continue on, to “believe to
the saving of the soul.” The writer defines faith and
points them to the heroes of faith of old who perse-
vered. What great illustrations of faith for them to fol-
low! The first part of the 12th chapter fittingly looks
back to chapter 11. “Wherefore seeing we also are com-
passed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is
set before us.” Then he points them to the Lord him-
gself, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith; who for the joy that was set before him en-
dured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of God.” The object of
their faith inspires more faith. With all of that said,
they should “believe to the saving of the soul.” (To put
a closing exclamation mark on all of these wonderful
truths, read 1 Peter 1:3-9). Amen! a

|-

The Paradox of the Cross

HE CROSS OF CHRIST is the greatest of all para-

doxes. It was the most tragic event in the history of
the world, yet the most wonderful thing that every
happened. It was the saddest spectacle man ever be-
held, yet out of it came the greatest joy. The cross was
Satan’s greatest victory and Christ’'s most humiliating
defeat, yet it was the most stunning defeat Satan ever
suffered and the most glorious victory Christ ever won.
Christ won by losing. He conquered by surrendering.

The cross was the greatest exhibition of divine jus-
tice in condemning sin, yet the most wonderful dem-
onstration of divine merey in pardoning sin. It was
God’s greatest manifestation of hatred for sin, yet his
supreme proof of love for the sinner. The cross was the
means by which God’s justice condemned sin, and His
mercy forgave it.

The cross was the darkest hour in history, yet it was
the time of the greatest light. Though the sun refused to
shine and God hid his face from Christ, the cross was
the means by which Christ really became the “licht of
the world.” In the cross we see Christ’s love for man.
There we see human vengeance as they cry for his
blood, yet we see divine forgiveness as Jesus prays, “Fa-
ther, forgive them for they know not what they do.”

The cross portrays man’s sinfulness and God’s holi-
ness; human weakness and divine strength. It demon-
strates man’s inability to save himself, and God’s ability
and power to do this for him. The cross, from the hu-
man standpoint, is foolishness; it is a revelation of the
highest wisdom of God.—John H. Banister d

0

A Series Involving the Bible and Prophecy...

“Satan Bound”

® By DAVID VAUGHN ELLIOTT
36 QOakland Ave, Apt 8
Methuen, MA 01844-3783

ATAN IS PUBLIC ENEMY number one.

Among the most important issues in life are

the relationships between Satan, God and
man. Does God control Satan? To what extent? Are
we stronger than Satan or is Satan stronger than
we are? What is meant by the binding of Satan in
Revelation 207

Symbols of Spiritual Realities

Chapter 20, like all of Revelation, is filled with
symbolism. In 20:2, we have “the dragon, that ser-
pent of old” (bold emphasis supplied). This is not simply
a literal snake-in-the-grass or a literal Chinese-like
dragon, anymore than the Lamb of Revelation is a
literal four-legged mammal. Surely, “that serpent of
old” takes our minds back to Eden. Also, “Satan him-
self transforms himself into an angel of light” (2
Corinthians 11:14). He comes in many disguises. In
the case before us, Revelation itself interprets the
figure: “the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the
Devil and Satan” (20:2).

Another symbol is the “key to the bottomless pit”
(Revelation 9:1; 20:1). “Key” appears six times in
the New Testament. Not once does it refer to a lit-
eral, physical key. The “keys of the kingdom” (Mat-
thew 16:19), are surely not physical keys to physical
doors. The “key of knowledge” (Luke 11:52), is obvi-
ously a spiritual concept. Jesus possesses the keys

(Continued on Next Page)
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“Satan Bound”

(Continued from Previous Page)
of Hades, of death and of David (Revelation 1:18;
3:7). Who would claim that a physical key was
passed down from David to Jesus? Nor can there be
any physical key to death.

“Keys” in the above cases are clearly the power to
make available (to open) and to restrict (to shut).
We need not question the shape or size of the “key
to the bottomless pit.” It is all symbolic of great re-
strictions placed upon Satan.

“Bound” is another leading word in Revelation
20. “Binding” expresses limitations or obligations.
“A wife i1s bound by law as long as her husband
hives”(1 Corinthians 7:39). Whether God’'s or men’s
laws, we often speak of something being (or not be-
ing) binding. A wife being bound in no way implies
inactivity or inability to influence others. The bind-
ing refers to one circumstance only—she cannot
leave her husband for another man.

Jesus said of the future teaching of the apostles:
“whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven” (Matthew 18:18). This binding neither
physically limits anyone nor even forces anyone to
do God's will. Rather, the apostles’ doctrine is
binding spiritually with eternal consequences.

To understand Revelation’s symbols, we must
consider how they are used elsewhere. To under-
stand the admittedly difficult concept of binding Sa-
tan, we must consider all that the New Testament
teaches regarding limits placed on Satan.

Jesus Resisted Satan’s Temptations

The great war between God and Satan, which is
at least as old as the earth, entered an entirely new
phase when Jesus came. Among other things, He
came to battle Satan, our archenemy.

Just before the start of His ministry, Jesus was
confronted by Satan. Two temptations were initi-
ated with the challenge: “If you are the Son of God”
(Matthew 4:3,6). Satan must have known he could
not tempt God. He certainly did know he had suc-
ceeded in tempting (and causing to sin) every hu-
man being who ever lived. Now Satan had a totally
new challenge: Deity in the flesh. Thus, these two
temptations were challenges for Jesus to prove
Himself. “Let’s see,” says Satan, “if you are really
the Son of God. Prove it.” Jesus resisted.

The third temptation went at it a different way:
“If You will fall down and worship me” (Matthew
4:9). Falling down to worship Satan would disprove
Jesus' Deity, since He would be making himself in-
ferior to Satan. Satan and the Word were in fierce
combat. Jesus won all three rounds.

Jesus Overpowered Satan’s Demons
Nearly every case of demon possession recorded
in Scripture took place during Jesus’ ministry. Sa-
tan must have realized that Jesus in the flesh was
an extremely serious threat to his power. He there-
fore “pulled out all the stops.” He tried everything to
overcome dJesus. However, his plans backfired.
{Continued on Page 10)

(Random Questions Ouver the Bible)

1. What mountain in the Bible is called *the mountain.
of God,” or-“the mount of the LORD*? :

2. On what two occasions were men told to take the
shoes off their feet because they were standing on
holy ground?

3. The fire in connection with what kind of sacrifice
(offering) was never to be allowed to go out-on the
altar of sacrifice”? _

4. In the Old Testament only men could take the
Nazarite vow and be a Nazarite?. (1) True; (2) False

5. What was the priestly benediction by which Aaron
and his sons were to bless the children of Israel?

6. Aaron’s rod that budded was of what kind of wood?

7. How was the ownership of land and its sale deter-
mined in ancient Israel?

8. When the land of Canaan was first divided among
the tribes of Israel, which tribe had “too much” land
and which tribe had “too little” in that which was al-
lotted to.them? :

9. Who were the Kenites?’

10.What two books of the Bible bear the name of a
woman?

11.Who. was the  scribe and friend of the prophet
Jeremiah who wrote down the Word of the LORD as
given to Jeremiah?

12.Belteshazzar was the Gentile name -given to what
outstanding person in the Bible?

13. What were the names of several apparently wealthy
women who “ministered unto Jesus. of their sub-
stance™? o

14.In the gospel of John the name “Jew" seems to be
used much of the time in a more limited sense; re-
ferring to what people?

15.What is the only record of Jesus ever writing any-
thing?

16. From where did Chnst ascend to heaven forty days
after his resurrection from the dead?

17.When was.the aposple Paul no longer called Saul,
and thereafter called Paul in the New Testament
Scriptures?

18.Who, very likely, carried the Romans eplstie to the
Christians at Rome?

19.1n which two eptstles of the New Testament are the
gualifications of an elder given?

20.What. New Testament epistle was written about a

“run away” slave who had become a Christian and
. 'was being sent back home?

(NOTE Answers  found elsewhere in |
this issue of the paper)
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...Response

APOLOGY: Please accept our humble apology for slowness in
getting correspondence answered. “We” have no staff of secretar-
ies, etc. to handle such, and this is done by the “editor” as time
allows. Be it known that you are sincerely appreciated. a

NORTH CAROLINA:

B “We enjoy your publication...Keep up the good work.
God bless.”

B “We pray that God will continue to bless you in your
printed ministry.”

TENNESSEE:

B “Please remove this congregation from your mailing
list of THE SWORD AND STAFF. Thank you.”

B “Many years ago I received your publication. I think
some friend subscribed for me and had it sent to me. If
THE SWORD AND STAFF is still published, I would
like to starl receiving it again...”

B “We enjoy your publication THE SWORD AND
STAFF. We also receive the twenty-five copies and pass
them out...Our people need to arm themselves with the
truth, and be ready at all times to defend the Word. We
thank you for your great work and may God continue
His blessings on us all.”

VIRGINIA:

B “..Thank you so much for your work. Your papers are
a blessing and my Dad gets a lot of ideas for lessons
from them. God bless you.”

B “Finally I have found your contact information, and I
thank God that I have. I certainly would like to have a
copy of THE SWORD AND STAFF. I read some back
issues from the church library and all I can say is

you in this minisiry!” (E-mail)

W ‘T have been reading your publication from a brother
i Christ. I have found it exceedingly helpful and would
like to be put on your mailing list to receive them. As you
are aware, 1 am incarcerated, and for the last several
years I have had such a hunger for the truth. Thank you
and God bless you.”

PENNSYLVANIA:

B “Enclosed gift for work. Keep up the good work!”

W “...God bless you for your writings in THE SWORD
AND STAFF. God has to be with you and in you-—you
writing that ‘Answer (An Honest Reply)’ to the gentle-
man who stated his opinton of you and asked for an
honest reply. You surely gave him one and the only one.
Your reply was excellent, truthful and from the Bible,
It was the perfect answer.”

MAINE:

B “...We really appreciate the encouragement and teach-
ing THE SWORD AND STAFF brings—Bible based
and edifying.”

OHIO:

B “Enclosed is payment for one book of POEMS OF
THE SOUL AND PROVERBS...I am also sending a
small donation to help with the publishing of your pa-
per. It truly blesses my soul. May God bless you.”

M ‘T have been reading your publication for a while (off
and on) and I have always appreciated your candid ap-
proach to your beliefs.

‘T always turn to the Readers’ Response page first be-
cause I enjoy seeing what others have to say. I appreciate
that you even include when people write simply to say
‘remove me.” Honesty in ministry is important even if
others do not understand. So I was particularly thrilled
to read the rather long letier and response that you in-
cluded in the most recent issue...The letter was aboui
your views on baptism...

‘T wonder if the person who sent you a letter has con-
sidered that perhaps Swindoll and the whole lot of them
might have their doctrinal teachings wrong. For the rec-
ord, how hard is it to understand Acts 2:38? Evidently
3,000 people understood Peter’s words clearly that day
of Peniecost...

“Thank you for defending the truth..It is good to
know that not everyone in the world is saiisfied with a
form of the gospel that is not the gospel at all. Continue
to strengthen the saints as I have received some encour-
agement from you this month.” (E-mail)

INDIANA:

B “We think THE SWORD AND STAFF is the best
paper of its type. It is good to see real Christians hold-
ing the line when so many are falling back.

“Just found your web site. Didn’t know it was there.
Praise the Lord.

“Thank God for your work.” (E-mail)
MISSOURI:
B “Please take me off your mailing list.”
B ‘T recently came across a copy of your magazine and
fell instantly in love with it. I am in prison and cannot
send a coniribution to you to be able to receive your
magazine, but would like to be placed on your mailing
list if at all possible...”

NEBRASKA:

W “Thank you so much for your Bible and God honor-

ing publication.”
(Continued on Next Page)
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READERS’...Response

(Continued from Previous Page)

B “We.. have been enjoving THE SWORD AND STAFF
very much. We appreciate your faithful stand for the
Word. We use some of the articles for adult Bible study
class. Enclosed is a token of our appreciation...thank
you and may the Lord bless your work.”

KANSAS:

R “My dad introduced your web site to me and I am
very tnterested. I believe I will visit it often. I was won-
dering if you have something like a monthly newsletter
or something for e-mail. Also, how much would it cost to
subscribe to THE SWORD AND STAFF. Thank you.”
(E-mail, Web page response)

TEXAS:

B I enjoy your publication so much. Keep it coming!”
B “Please remove my name from your mailing list.” (E-
mail)

W “Please renew my subscription. Thanks for the good
work you are doing. I pray God you will be able to con-
tinue this great work.”

B “Thank you for THE SWORD AND STAFF. I appre-
clate the work you are doing. I am enclosing a dona-
tion. Please keep me on your mailing list.”

W “Enclosed is a contribution...to the paper I receive...l
read it, and find a lot of spiritual food for thought. And
at a time so needed in this troubled world. Thank you.”

WYOMING:

W “Somehow we let our subscription lapse—and that
is the last thing we wanted to do!

“May God continue to bless the ministry he has
granted you.”

IDAHO:

B “For years now we have received your publication for
no reason. Not only do we believe that your publication
is a waste of trees, we don’t believe in anything that you
say in it. Your thoughts are random, as is your wriing.
You never seem to commit in your writing to one faith
but slam them all from time to time. Every faith I have
talked to tells me that they are not the ones that have
your publication sent to us. Whoeuver the well-meaning
person was, but lacks common sense, that put our name
on the list needs to realize that we have a life and that it
has nothing to do with them...I don’t believe in the Bi-
ble. I believe it has good teachings, but I am not a Chris-
tian. I don't doubt that someone sent the name in with
good intentions, it’s just really annoying when you really
don’t want to be saved...” (E-mail)

CALIFORNIA:

B “..I do so enjoy reading THE SWORD AND STAFF.
Keep up the good work.”

OREGON:

W “Will you please remove the below name from your
matling list? This should save you some money, as e
do not read the material you send. I am a Christian and
do not need to be converted...I prefer to read material of
my own selection, period.” (E-matl)

UNITED STATES:

B ‘7 enjoyed your web site SWORD AND STAFF and
plan on visiting back...” (E-mail, Web page response)
GHANA:

B “Christian greetings from Africa to you in the name of
our Lord and King Jesus Christ.

“T am a pastor in this part of Africa and seriously la-
boring for the Lord in his vineyard. In fact, in spite of
my effort to win souls for Christ and help them grow in
him, 1 lack gospel materials to help this way effectively. I
hereby plead that you kindly send me books by James
Gibbons which I believe can help in discipline converts.

“T am praying for you always!”

PHILIPPINES:
W “Greetings in the name of our Lord and Sauvior Jesus
Christ. I am blessed and very thankful for vour publica-
tion. I have recetved them for many years now. They are
very useful in my personal studies and sharing the
truth to the blind.

‘I am praying that God may continually bless you
with more strength, health and abilities to successfully
reach the world, especially the lost and the blind
through your enlightening publication.

‘I appreciate very much if you will not remove my
name in your mailing list.” a

0

Vot

“Satan Bound”
(Continued from Page 8)

The multitudes were so taken with Jesus’ power
that they seriously considered He could be the
promised “son of David” (Matthew 12:22,23). The
Pharisees, quite unsettled, replied that Jesus was
casting out demons by the power of Beelzebub
(verses 24-27). Their remark offered Jesus the per-
fect opportunity to make two amazing declarations.

First, Jesus said: “If I cast out demons by the
Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come
upon you” (verse 28). Jesus’ power over demons was
evidence of the arrival of God’s kingdom. It was evi-
dence that Satan could not stop the kingdom that
had been promised by Israel's prophets. No Jewish

10 (42)



© The Sword and Staff 2013

rejection would stop the kingdom from arriving. Sa-
tan himself could not stop it. Indeed, God’s spiritual
kingdom is precisely involved in overcoming Satan’s
power in men’s lives.

Jesus Bound Satan

Jesus made a second amazing declaration that
day: “How can one enter a strong man's house and
plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong
man?’ (Matthew 12:29; bold emphasis supplied). In the
context, the strong man is Satan, the house is his
sphere of influence (compare Matthew 4:8,9) and
the one who plunders the house is Jesus. Casting
out demons, as He had just done, is an example of
the plundering. In order to plunder Satan’s house,
Jesus “first binds the strong man.” Jesus was right
then in the business of “binding” Satan.

“Binds” here is precisely the same English (and
Greek) word used in Revelation 20:2! Thus, the con-
cept of binding Satan is not new to Revelation. The
binding of Satan need not be relegated to our fu-
ture. Even before Calvary and the open tomb, the
powerful Word of Life was walking this planet,
placing limitations upon Satan—“binding” him.

Mark 3:27 reads basically the same as Matthew
12:29. In Luke's parallel text, Jesus’ words are
stated differently: “When a strong man, fully
armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in
peace. But when a stronger than he comes upon
him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his
armor m which he trusted, and divides his spoils”
(11: 21,22). Jesus says He is “stronger than” Satan,
that Satan is no longer “in peace,” and that Jesus
“overcomes him.” Jesus “takes from him all his ar-
mor in which he trusted.” Jesus “divides his spoils.”
The Word in flesh was overpowering Satan!

The problem with many believers is that they
only think of the “binding of Satan” in connection
with Revelation 20. They overlock the “binding of
Satan” in the Gospels. The book of Revelation is
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:1). This Jesus
Christ is the same Jesus Christ who spoke of bind-
ing Satan 65 years earlier in the presence of the
same John who wrote Revelation. Matthew 12,
Mark 3, Luke 11 and Revelation 20 cannot be iso-
lated from one another. Jesus overcame and bound
Satan the first time He came to earth!

“Binding” is Not an Absolute Term

There is much discussion as to how absolute the
“binding” of Satan was, is, or will be. An examina-
tion of Jesus’ earthly ministry furnishes us with
important clues. In spite of Jesus talking about
binding Satan, Satan still had enormous power at
that time, The demon-possessed people showed Sa-
tan’s power. Satan was 'working even in the lives of
Jesus’ apostles. We mourn over hypocrites in the

New E-Mail Address |

WE HAVE a new e-mail address for The Sword

and Staff and personal use, which follows. No

longer use the old one. The new one is case sen- |
sitive, so use the small letters just as they are

written when typing in the address. ‘

jamesgibbons@earthlink.net ‘

church today, yet even Jesus had His Judas. Look
at how the mobs turned against Jesus and pushed
Pilate to allow His crucifixion.

In spite of all Satan’s activity during Jesus’ min-
istry, Jesus referred to himself as binding Satan at
that time. Therefore, there is no Scriptural warrant
for forcing the “binding” of Satan in Revelation 20 to
be a situation in which Satan is totally inactive,
with no more influence over people. Such an inter-
pretation of “binding” is a doctrine of men, with not
one Bible text to back it up. Throughout Scripture,
spiritual binding refers to placing certain limita-
tions and gaining certain victories. It does not refer
to causing a cessation of all power and influence.

Being “chained” does limit a person, but in no
way does it restrain the person from all activity and
influence. This is readily illustrated in the impris-
onment of Paul. While Paul was chained, he con-
verted Onesimus (Philemon 10). In Philippians
1:12-14 Paul says that his being in chains “actually
turned out for the furtherance of the gospel.” Five of
Paul’s epistles were written while he was in chains.
Chains and imprisonment limit people, but in no
way do they make them powerless.

Satan Cast Out

Jesus used more expressions to declare His vic-
tory over Satan. For example, “The seventy re-
turned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are
subject to us in Your name.” And He said to them, ‘1
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven’ ”
(Luke 10:17,18; bold emphasis supplied). Once again, it
is power over demons that causes Jesus to an-
nounce victory over Satan. Jesus added, “Behold, 1
give you the authority to trample on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy”
(verse 19). But lest the disciples, past and present,
think that physical power is what it is all about, Je-
sus continued: “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this,
that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice
because your names are written in heaven” (verse
20). This is the real victory over Satan!

The week of His crucifixion, Jesus said: “‘Now is
the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this
world will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted up from
the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.” This He

(Continued on Next Page)}
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(Continued from Preuvious Page)
said, signifying by what death He would die” (John
12:31-33). Satan cast out! When? “Now...will be cast
out.” By what means? The “death He would die.”
We cannot escape the conclusion that at Calvary,
Jesus triumphed over Satan, casting him out.

Revelation 12:7-10 teaches the same thing, tell-
ing of war in heaven that resulted in Satan being
cast out. Verse 11 explains that “they overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb.” “Overcame.” That is the-
same English (and Greek) word we saw in Luke
11:22, where Matthew 12:29 and Mark 3:27 say
“bound.” Thus consider: “Overcame him [bound
him] by the blood of the Lamb.”

Revelation 12:10 further says: “For the accuser of
our brethren, who accused them before our God day
and night, has been cast down.” Because of Jesus’
sacrifice, Satan can no longer accuse men of deserv-
ing the death penalty. That is what Romans 8 says:
“If God s for us, who can be against us?...Who shall
bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who jus-
tifies.. It is Christ who died...who also makes inter-
cession for us” (31-34). Satan is no longer before God
to accuse us! Remember Job? Jesus is now before
God to intercede for us! Hallelujah!

Calvary was not defeat. Calvary was victory! Je-
sus was lifted up. Satan was cast out. The two
events are inseparable. It is impossible to interpret
Revelation 20 correctly if we ignore the great victory
that Jesus has already won over Satan.

The Devil Destroyed

Jesus took on flesh like us, Hebrews says, “that
through death He might destroy him who had the
power of death, that is, the devil” (2:14). In Jesus’
death, Satan is destroyed. This writer does not com-
prehend it all; but these are strong words. “Destroy”
is obviously stronger than “bind,” “cast out” or “over-
come.” Are there some future elements involved
here? No doubt. Even when we say that Jesus
“saves,” there is a future eternal element involved.

However, there is definitely a present element.
Verse 15 continues the sentence, “and release those
who through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage.” “Were” all their lifetime.
Surely, the implication is that through Christ we
are not in bondage to death as the world 1s. As Paul
wrote: “I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you
sorrow as others who have no hope” (1 Thessaloni-
ans 4:13,14). The death and resurrection of Jesus
forever changed the dynamics of the universe.

The same John who wrote Revelation, also wrote
in his first epistle: “The Son of God was manifested,

that He might destroy the works of the devil” (3:8).
Why did Jesus come to the world? To seek and to
save our lost souls? Surely. But that includes de-
stroying the works of the devil!

THE KNOCKOUT
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Elaborating many of the things involved when
Jesus went to the cross, Paul included: “Having dis-
armed principalities and powers, He made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it” (Co-
lossians 2:13-15). Jesus disarmed His enemies, of
whom Satan is number one. He made a public spec-
tacle of His enemies. Jesus triumphed! Satan was
disarmed and made a public spectacle! May God
help us all to comprehend better the depth and
breadth of what happened on Calvary that fateful
day when even the sun hid its face and the ground
shook at the momentous event taking place.

Victory over Satan Now

The same John who wrote Revelation, trium-
phantly proclaimed in his first epistle, “He who is in
you is greater than he who is in the world” (4:4). Is
Satan still active in this world? You had better be-
Heve it. However, since Calvary, there is a new dy-
namic. Our Jesus is greater than the world’s devil!

Two chapters earlier, John wrote: “I have written
to you, young men, Because you are strong, and the
word of God abides in you, And you have overcome
the wicked one” {1 John 2:14). “Have overcome.” Not

in the future. Now! John says it even stronger in
{Continued on Page 14)
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Things That Made Me Strong

For every hill I've had to climb,

For every stone that bruised my feet,

For all the blood and sweat and grime,

For blinding storms and burning heat,

My heart sings but a grateful song —
These were the things that made me strong.

-—Anonymous
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RELIGION without love is not from above.
The statutes of limitation do not run out on sin.

Sinner, you must make a U-turn (YOU-turn) be-
fore you can go to heaven.

If the preaching of God’s Word offends you, you are
an offense to God.

If we settle for something less than the Bible, we will
be something less than what God wants us to be.

We do not inherit depravity, but can become that
way through abandoned living.

Zeal without knowledge is about Like a train going
full steam ahead without being clearly on a track upon
which to run.

Our sins are not covered by the blood of Christ—
they are washed away!

Friction and faction are the fruit of argumentation
without love (even though the argument is the truth
and about the truth).

If it makes no difference what we believe, it makes no
difference if we believe.

If you put your children before God, they will put
themselves before God when they are grown Gf God is
in their lives at all).

Grace is not a license to sin (Romans 6:1,2; Gala-
fians 5:13; Titus 2:11,12).

Our forefathers set up this country with the prac-
tice of freedom of religion, not freedom from religion as
secular humanists are trying to impose upon us.

When the influence of humanism impacts a society,
subhuman behavior soon abounds.

Beware! Much of the modern media and television is
not just so much “innocent” reading and entertainment,
although it may appear in this guise, but it represents a
most radical agenda that subtly (and sometimes not so
subtly) is trying to brainwash us, distort our thinking
and to be imposed upon us.

All other problems have their roots, directly or in-
directly, in one basic problem, sin.

Much of modern art and modern music have this in
common, both are “disconcertant” (reflecting the be-
wildered state of modern man).

Weak people drink strong drink and thereby become
weaker.

If “gay” is okay, then wrong is right and right is
wrong—and mankind has lost its way!

A person clothed with Christ will be decently clothed
otherwise.

Some sin can't be forgiven, not because of a lack of
God’s mercy, but because of the hardness of the sin-

| ner's heart and the lack of a capacity to repent.

The person who 1s living only just to gratify his
own pleasures is a selfish person.

Distance from the Lord is more of a factor in some
people not coming to church than the distance from
the church building.

When all is said and done, there is usually more
said than done.

Honest and straight forward preaching spoken from
a heart stripped of the deceptive veneer of ostentatious
humility, feigned love and flattery is the kind that is
really impressive.

Baptism removed from the context of grace and faith
becomes a work of man.

It is hard for the old ship of Zion to navigate in the
waters of shallow preaching and teaching.

It seems that the church is always just one sermon
away from apostasy.
Before burning all of the bridges behind you, better
make sure that you are on the right road. m)
m

I Had a “Drug” Problem

| HAD a “drug” problem when I was a young
person and teenager.

[ was “drug” to church on Sunday morning, I
was “drug” to church on Sunday night, I was
“drug” to church on Wednesday night.

I was “drug” to Sunday school every week. 1
was “drug” to Vacation Bible School.

I was “drug” to family devotions to read the
Bible and pray.

I was also “drug” to the woodshed when I dis-
obeyed my parents.

Those “drugs” are still in my veins, and they
affect my behavior in every thing I do and say,
and think. They are stronger than cocaine, crack
or heroin. If our children had this “drug” problem,
America would certainly be a better place. 0

—Selected

0

13 (45)



© The Sword and Staff 2013

“Satan Bound”
{(Continued from Page 12))

5:18. “We know that whoever is born of God does
not sin...and the wicked one does not touch him.”
No, this writer does not believe that Christians live
in sinless perfection. Nor does he believe in “eternal
security.” But neither does he wish to erase 1 John
5:18 out of the Bible. Whatever exact interpretation
a student gives to the verse, it speaks of great
power over “the wicked one” in our lives today.

Do not forget the armor of God with “the shield of
faith with which you will be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked one” (Ephesians 6:16).
“Will be able.” And God “will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what you are able” (1 Corinthians
10:13). Yes, Satan can still tempt us. However, God
puts a limit on the strength of the temptations. God
has “delivered us from the power of darkness and
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love”
(Colossians 1:13). We are in the kingdom now! We
have been delivered from the satanic power of
darkness now!

Jesus told Paul that He would send him to the
Gentiles, “to open their eyes, in order to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins”
{Acts 26:17,18). How receive forgiveness? By loosing
them from Satan’s power.

All these statements of victory over Satan are for
those who are born again. Notice the contrast Paul
presents in Ephesians. “Dead in trespasses and
sins, in which you once walked...according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now
works in the sons of disobedience...even when we
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ” (2:1-5). The “before” life was according
to Satan. The “now” life is in Christ Jesus. The sons
of the kingdom are promised life with power over
Satan. The sons of disobedience receive no such
promise—unless they turn to Christ,

“Deceive the Nations No More”

The only explanation that Revelation 20 gives as
to the meaning of the binding of Satan is that “he
should deceive the nations no more” (verse 3). What
does that mean?

A great change came upon the world through Je-
sus’ first coming. “Remember that you, once Gen-
tiles.,.at that time you were without Christ... hav-
ing no hope and without God in the world. But now
in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ” (Ephesians
2:11-13). Before Christ, the Gentiles were without
God; they had no hope. Before Christ, God’s revela-
tion was given to one nation; He had little to say to
the Gentiles. Satan’s power was everywhere. The

eternal Word entered this world to totally change
that situation. True, Satan is still powerful today.
However, he is greatly limited in comparison to his
influence before Christ’s first coming.

“Once Gentiles...without God.” The Greek word
ethnos is sometimes translated “Gentiles” and
sometimes, “nations.” Ephesians is talking about
the condition of the ethnos before Jesus’ first com-
ing. Revelation 20:3 says that Satan is bound “so
that he should deceive the nations [ethnos, Gentiles}
no more.” Is not Ephesians 2 an excellent commen-
tary on Revelation 20?7

Had it been possible to have the Gospel in Noah's
time, the ark could not have held all the righteous
people. Speculation? Perhaps. How about homosex-
ual Sodom? If they had had the Gospel, God would
have found more than ten righteous people and,
honoring Abraham’s prayer, would have spared the
city. Speculation? Not at all! Speaking of Caper-
naum, Jesus said that “if the mighty works which
were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would
have remained until this day” (Matthew 11:23).
Amazing' Before Jesus came, the nations were de-
ceived and almost totally under Satan’s power.
With Jesus’ first coming, all that changed.

Since the first century, the gospel “is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes”’(Romans
1:16). That power did not exist before Christ came.
Christ conquered Satan and unmasked him. We no
longer need to be deceived. As Paul wrote: “lest Sa-
tan should take advantage of us; for we are not ig-
norant of his devices” (2 Corinthians 2:11). That is

We Thank Thee, Lord

We thank Thee, Lord, for all the good that we
have had this year;

For raiment, shelter, and for food, for all the
friends so dear.

We praise Thee for Thy Only Son, who died
to set us free.

We praise Thee for the victories won, and for
the light we see.

We praise Thee for the peace and rest that
fills our very heart;

For blessing us with all the best that heaven
can impart.

We thank Thee for Thy precious Word that
feeds our hungry soul.

We thank and praise Thee, Blessed Lord,
who keeps us well and whole.

—Author Unknown
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saying, “we understand how he works; we are not
deceived by him.” None of which is to deny that we
can choose to reject God’'s Word and therefore fall
into deception.

What of Satan’s Present Power?

Both Scripture and experience teach that Satan
still has tremendous power in today’s world. This is
the principal argument futurist premillennialists
use to claim that Satan surely is not bound today.
This is a strong argument. However, it is not the
complete story, as has been seen in this article.
Their argument ignores several important facts:

1) The New Testament is filled with declarations of
limits already placed upon Satan as a result of Je-
sus’ first coming,

2) Because of the spread of the Gospel in the world,
Satan’s power over the nations today is considera-
bly less than it was before Christ’s first coming.

3) Aside from the admittedly difficult text in Reve-
lation 20, all the texts that mention great limita-
tions being placed upon Satan, are either speaking
of the limitations now enjoyed in this age or those to
be enjoyed in the New Jerusalem.

One of the futurists favorite verses is 1 Peter 5:8:
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom
he may devour.” This is correct. But this verse does
not present the Christian as a helpless victim. On
the contrary, it is an exhortation to be vigilant pre-
cisely because Christians have the necessary de-
fenses. The very next verse says, “Resist him, stead-
fast inthe faith.” As our brother James said: “Resist
the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).
What a precious and powerful promise!

As a result of the incarnation, as a result of Cal-
vary, as a result of the open tomb, King Jesus offers
victory over Satan now. Yes, many in the world re-
main deceived. However, in all nations there are
those who are no longer deceived by Satan. Before
the prophecies begin in Revelation, the Lamb is
found worthy to open the seals because “You were
slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood
out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation”
(5:9). Satan can no longer deceive the nations in the
way he did before Jesus came to earth to bind him. QO

(Scripture in the preceding article is taken from the New
King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.)
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Strong Medicine
NCE UPON A TIME there was a man who was
gravely ill. His wife brought him the strong medi-
cine ordered by the doctor, but he complained tht it
tasted bitter and caused him some pain. So, to spare
him, his wife watered it down. He was so happy. It
almost tasted good and his tummy didn’t hurt any

more. She was so kind to him. But there was a catch.
All was not well. The diluted medicine was no longer
strong encugh to do its job. So the germs got the upper
hand, causing the man’s illness to get worse. The man
grew weaker and weaker, and one day he died, now
free from the harsh taste and minor discomfort from
which his wife had spared him.

The faithful preaching of Ged's Word sometimes is
strong medicine. To some it may even seem bitter and
sometimes even painful, but obeyed it is the sure-cure
for the most deadly disease of all, sin, and it assures
eternal life.—Adapted a

0

Answers to:

BIBLE QUESTIONS

1. Exodus 3:1; 4:27, Numbers 10:33; 1 Kings 19:8, 2. Exodus 3:5;
Joshua 5:13-15; 3. Leviticus 6:8-13;. 4. Numbers 6;1,2; 5. Numbers 6:22-
27, - 6. Numbers 17:8;, 7. Numbers 26:52-56; 33:54; Leviticus 25:23-28;
Numbers 36:7-9; 8. Joshua 19:9,47; 9. Judges 1:16; 4:11; 1 Samuel 15:6;
10. Ruth and Esther; 11. Jeremiah 36:1-10; 45:1; 12. Daniel 1:7; 13. Luke
8:1-3; 14. The Jewish leaders and Jews who lived in Judea-—John 7:1;
15. John 8:3-11; 16. Acts 1:1-12; 17, Acts 13:1-13; 18. Romans
16:1,2; 19. 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1; 20. Philemon., =
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How to Be Happy

IVING IN THIS WORLD with all of its trouble and

unrest, it would seem next to impossible to be
happy. But there is a way that you can be happy even
when these conditions exist. Would you like to know
the way to be happy? Keep your heart free from hate,
your mind from worry (worry just pulls tomorrow’s
clouds over today’s sunshine), live simply, expect little,
give much, sing often, pray always, fill your life with
love, scatter sunshine, forget self, think of others and
their feelings. Do to others what you want them te do
to you. These are tried links in the golden chain of con-
tentment. Try it. You'll ike it.—Selected a

o

Another Engagement
HE STORY IS TOLD of how on President Gar-

field’s first Saturday in Washington as President a
member of the Cabinet insisted that a Cabinet meeting
maust be called at 10:00 a.m., the following day, to han-
dle a matter that threatened a national crisis. Garfield
refused on the ground of another engagement. The
Cabinet member then insisted that the national matter
was of such grave importance that the President should
break ‘the engagement. Garfield refused. Then the
Cabinet member remarked, “I should be interested to
know with whom you could have an engagement so im-
portant that it could not be broken.”

QGarfield replied, “I will be as frank as you are. My
engagement is with my Lord to meet Him at His house
and at His table at 10:30 tomorrow, and I shall be
there.” He was there. The crisis passed. The nation sur-
vived. And President Garfield was found faithful to his
higher obligation.—Selected a
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Sword «»Staff

ANY who love the Word

of God have discovered
Treasure much to their liking
when they obtained the
bound volumes of The
Sword and Staff. If you
like this current issue, you
will likewise be thrilled with
the back copies in book form.
Notice those still available

(while they are still available), and place your order now
for good reading. Make them part of your library and part

of your life. You will be glad that you did.

Do You Have Your Copy Yet?

Poems of the Soul and Proverbs
By James E. Gibbons

THIS different approach in expressing truth makes
for interest and appeal. Many people have ordered and
keep ordering this little book of poems and proverbs by
the editor. Here are some ways it is being used.

® For personal reading @ For personal.gifts to family and

friends @ To give to whole churches @ To use in preparing

church bulletins @ To give to senior citizens groups @® To
give to the sick, the shut in and people in hospitals

It is suggested that you send $5.00 for a single hook,
and if you order five or more, $4.0C per book to help with
the printing and mailing cost. Thank you! 0

Order Today

[0

If the preaching of God’s Word offends

you, you are an offense to God.
1L

=

Q 1995-1996 volumen encuadernado de “La Espada y El

Cayado” {en espariol) —87.75; Q 1997-98$7.75

(CLIP AND MAILNOR WRITE)

| Gentlemen.

Enclosed find my contribution. Please put me on the

| mailing list of The Sword and Staff. 1 New 0 Renew

FINAINE! Lo e
I Address (with zip): .o,

cooooocoo

{Check for bound volumes of The Sword and Staff)

bons) —$5.00; 5 or more copies, $4.00 each

1987-1988 bound volume of The Sword and Staff—3$7.50 't
1989-1990 bound volume of The Sword and Staff—$7.50 r
1991-1992 bound volume of The Sword and Staff—$7.50 -
1993-1994 bound volume of The Sword and Staff—$7.50 '
1995-1996 bound volume of The Sword and Staff—$7.75 i
1997-1998 bound volume of The Sword and Staff—87.75
1999-2000 bound volume of The Sword and Staff—$7.95 |
Poems of The Soul and Proverbs (by James E. Gib- '

Change of Address
NOTE: Be sure to send your change of address

when moving or in connection with the 911 change by
the Post Office. Otherwise, you will probably no longer
be getting this paper. Thanks—Editor
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Are You A Selfish Person? (No. 2)

If you can see the stars aglow at night
And all that you have seen are specks of light...

If you can live to see the light of day
And lack for words in things that you could say...

If you can see blue skies and fields of green,
And seeing, travel on as if unseen...

If you can travel down life’s rugged road
And never stop to bear another’s load. ..

If you can hear God’s Word of love and truth,
And hearing, never wonder at its worth. ..

If you can read of Christ upon the cross,
And reading, never contemplate the cost...

H you can live your life from day to day
And never take the time to stop and pray...

... You are a selfish person!
—By James E. Gibbons

£t

Truth is Absolute or it is not Truth.

® HELP US REACH OUT TO MORE PEOPLE AND

CHURCHES WITH THIS PUBLICATION. Thanks!
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