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“Preach the Word” (II Timothy 4:2) ® “Feed the Flock” (I Peter 5:2)

Perfecting and Exercising Faith—No. 3

HOW FAITH IS... |
Acquired, Increased and Perfected

By JAMES E. GIBBONS—1535 Fairfield Drive
Mount Airy, NC 27030 USA
HE IMPORTANCE of faith and the need of
I our faith being increased, enhanced and per-
fected is seen several times in happenings in
connection with our Lord. The apostle Paul recog-
nized this and emphasized it.

“Lord, | Believe;
Help Thou My Unbelief”

The Lord had been on the mount of transfigura-
tion with Peter, James and John. Mark 9:2-29).
These men had the wonderful experience of wit-
nessing the transfiguration. Momentarily the eter-
nal glory of Christ, along with Elijjah and Moses,
was unveiled before them. Later the next day when
they came down from the mountain, they found the
other disciples confronted with a problem that they
couldn’t handle. It was a pitiful situation. In vain
they had tried to cast the demon out of the poor boy,
the demon that had wrecked havoc in his life. The
father of the lad pleadingly besought the Lord for
help. Addressing everyone, Jesus said, “O faithless
generation, how long shall I be with you?” Then to
the father Jesus said, “Hf thou canst believe, all
things are possible to him that believeth.” “And
straightway the father of the child cried out, and said
with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou my unbelief”

VOLUME 39 .

“Increase Our Faith”

Another interesting account is recorded in Luke
17:3-5. It 1s all about forgiveness. Our Lord taught,
“If thy brother trespass...against thee seven times
in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to
thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.” This
teaching really came down heavy on his disciples. [t
seemed to be demanding beyond their level of com-
mitment at this time. Thus we read, “And the apos-
tles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.” They
felt that they needed a stronger faith in order to put
this teaching into practice.

Paul's Concern for the Thessalonians

It was the deep concern of the apostle Paul that
new converts get off to a good start and faith was
the determining factor in this. In the context of per-
secution, his hasty departure from Thessalonica left
Paul with much anxiety about the new Christians
there, Later when Timothy joined him at Athens,
he was sent back, as Paul said, “to establish you
[the Thessalonians], and to comfort you, concerning
your faith” (1 Thessalonians 3:1,2). Also, Paul said,
“I sent to knew your faith, lest by some means the
temper have tempted you, and our labour be in
vain” (3:5). On his return from this trip, Timothy
brought “good tidings” concerning their faith (3:6).
With this Paul was much comforted and encour-
aged (3:7); yet he was still earnestly praying for
them, and as he said, “that we might see your face,
and might perfect that which is lacking in your
faith” (3:10).

Need for Perfecting Our Faith

Yes, faith is all-important in becoming and be-
ing a Christian. And, inasmuch as Christianity is
called “THE FAITH” (Jude 3; 1 Timothy 4:1) and
everything in Christianity hinges on faith (we are

(Continued on Page 4)
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Proverbially
SPEAKING...

JESUS not only is the Son of God, He
is God the Son.

It is hard for the person who has not
made peace with himself to be at peace
with others.

We must recognize defeat before we
can find the victory in Christ.

Christ loves the world because he
loves the individual, and aside from the
individual love would be meaningless.

Life is not as threadbare when we are
clothed with Christ.

As a Christian you are nice to other
people not because of who they are, but
because of who you are.

We have no interest in that which we
have not invested.

Daniel chose to spend a night in a
lion’s den before he would go through the
day without praying.

Sometimes you have to go out on a
{imb to get the best fruit.

Always do what is right and you won't
have to worry about the consequences of
doing wrong.

It 1s good to think twice before doing
anything once. O

EDITORIAL
COMMENTS

\_s) | :

IMPATIENT, IMPATIENCE AND PATIENCE
S EVERAL YEARS AGO while this writer was in Puerto Rico

T
e

he was impressed by the beautiful wild flowers along the
roadsides (and in the rain forest). They were what is com-
monly seen in the States in flower beds and known as impatiens
(or “impatients”). As he was taking pictures of the flowers, jokingly
this writer said to the person with him, “Stand in front of the flow-
ers so I can remember their name.” X _

Impatient! Perhaps all of us have been that way at times in our
lives. But some people seem to be blessed less with patience than
others. The man hasty with words is an impatient man. Young
people have a tendency to be less patient because they have a
limited concept of time, not having lived as long. Although many
older people have learned patience, some of them are very impa-
tient (and especially with young people). They think that others
should know what it has taken them a lifetime to learn. Someone
said, “I get very impatient with impatient people” (but what does
that say about the person who said this?).

Many in the Bible have left us an example of patience. In them
the meaning of the word translated “patience” (and sometimes
“endure”) is exemplified. The two corresponding stems of the word
thuss rendered mean under + to stay. Job comes to the forefront as
an example of patience. James wrote, “Ye have heard of the pa-
tience of Job...” (James 5:11). The writer of the book of Hebrews
admonishes his readers to be “followers of them who through faith
and patience inherit the promises” (Hebrews 6:12-15). Then he
tells them that Abraham “after he had patiently endured... ob-
tained the promise.” When we mention Moses, it brings to mind a
man of meekness (Numbers 12:3). But he surely must have been a
man of patience in being able to “put up” with the children of Is-
rael all those years in the wilderness.

Preachers and leaders in the Lord’s church must be men of pa-
tience (and especially in dealing with church problems). Paul told
Timothy that “the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gen-
tle unto all men, apt to teach, patient...” (2 Timothy 2:24). Later
in this epistle Timothy was charged in no uncertain terms to
“Preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort...” But how was this to be done? With “all longsuf-
fering and doctrine” (4:2). To the Corinthians in asserting how he
and his fellow workers were “in all things approving ourselves
[themselves] as the ministers of God,” “in much patience” heads
the long list that follows. When patience is absent, it can cause
problems in human relations. The church is full of all kinds of
people with all kinds of backgrounds at different levels of spiritual
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development. Then most church problems didn’t get
that way over night, and they are not going to be
solved that fast either (but they need to be dealt
with). A child’s tooth that is loose can be pulled eas-
ily without any problems, but to pull it before it is
ready may cause complications.

Patience is an absolute necessity in being a suc-
cessful Christian. The farmer must have patience to
wait for the fruit of his labors (James 5:7). The Lord
explained the parable of the sower, saying “the good
ground are they, which in an honest and good heart,
having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit
with patience” (Luke 8:15). The writer of Hebrews
admonished his readers, “Cast not away therefore
your confidence, which hath great recompence of re-
ward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye
have done the will of God, ye might receive the
promise” (Hebrews 10:35,36). Likewise Hebrews
12:1 continues the admonition, “Let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set
before us.” The Christian race is not a sprint, but is
a cross-country race that covers a lifetime. We must
patiently condition and gauge ourselves. Otherwise
we will burn out and drop by the wayside.

The great underlying impetus of patience is hope.
That is what sustained Abraham as he patiently en-
dured to finally inherit the promises (Hebrews 6:12-
20). It is the track that the Christian life runs upon.
It is the anchor of the soul. We can “put up” with
about anything, if we know things are going to get
better (and they are for the Christian, eternally bet-
ter). We are in a world that “groaneth and travaileth
in pain,” and being a part of it, we also “groan within
ourselves, waiting for...the redemption of our body.”
We are presently trapped in this body of sin and
death, and how nice it will be to be clothed with the
new and eternal body that is not subject to pain and
death! Our present imperfect situation actually
makes hope become alive and helps us patiently en-
dure. Read Romans 8:18-25. The Thessalonians had
experienced this “patience of hope” in their tribula-
tions (1 Thessalonians 1:3). Read Romans 5:1-5. We
are conditioned for the long pull. And patience,
tapped into this great hope, finds its outworkings in
all of our human relationships. 0

AR
Ladies (and Men), Read This...

Guidelines on How to Dress
- Modestly from a Prison Handbook

HERE ARE some religious people who are reluc-
tant to take the Bible seriously when it speaks of
modest apparel (1 Timothy 2:8,9). And if you suggest
that the Christian’s body is to be decently covered,
they tend to look upon you as a prude. They disregard

the fact that immodest dress is a contributing factor in
producing immodest and improper thoughts (and ac-
tions). Jesus warned, “But [ say unto you, That who-
soever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in his heart”
(Matthew 5:27-30). Even in times more ancient, Job
mused the same question, “I made a covenant with
mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?’
(Job 31:1). King David was less fortunate. The lust of
the eye led him into the overt act of adultery (2 Sam-
uel 11:2-4). His story is tragic history.

It seems at times some people of the world are
wiser than the supposed children of light. The follow-
ing comes from a handbook for visitors to the prison
system of the state of Florida. Read it and realize the
truthfulness of this article. God will hold you account-
able, as well as the other person, if you are a stum-
bling block to others. This is a serious matter.

From the handbook:

WHAT TO WEAR WHEN YQOU VISIT

It is not our purpose to pass judgment of any kind
in limiting the kinds of clothing that may be allowed in
the visitation area. These limits are designed to prevent
harassment, discomfort and embarrassing incidents that
may spoil your visit. Some examples of clothing that are
not appropriate for the visitation are:

1. Mini or micro skirts

2. Shorts or cutoffs

3. Halter tops-and tank tops

4. Fishnet jerseys

5. Excessively tight fitting pants or jeans

6. Any clothing with suggestive slogans or illustra-
tions,

We also ask that men wear shirts at all times and
that ladies wear bras [under her clothes] or other suit-
able garments. If for comfort’s sake you find it neces-
sary to travel to the center mentioned above as not ap-
propriate, we invite you to bring a change of clothing
and use the restroom in the waiting area to change
before entering visitation. a

0

“I Was Just Loving Jesus”
ALKING down the street one day a lady noticed
a little girl leaving the church building by her-
self. When the child passed her, the lady inquired
where she had been.
“In there,” replied the little girl, pointing to the
building.
“And what were you doing in there? the woman
asked.
“Praying,” was the prompt reply.
Thinking the child was bothered with some problem,
the lady inquired, “What were you praying for, dear?”
“Nothing,” the little girl replied. “T was just loving
Jdesus."—Selected a
e

L=

3 (35)



© The Sword and Staff 2013

HOW FAITH IS...

Acquired, Increased and Perfected

(Continued from Page 1)
justified by faith, we walk by faith, and we are to be
faithful until death), we need to be always increas-
ing, enhancing and perfecting our faith. That is
what this article is all about, how faith is acquired
and perfected.

1. “SO THEN FAITH COMETH BY HEARING,
AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF GOD”
{ROMANS 10:17)

God is real. He has spoken unto us. He became
incarnate in Christ to become our Savior. The Bible
tells us all about it, and the gospel vocalizes the
good news of these great truths.

A. Initial Faith )
Initial faith that produces salvation “cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans
10:17). It is centered in Jesus Christ. The apostle
John in reflecting on why he wrote his gospel ac-
count, said, “And many other signs truly did Jesus

in the presence of his disciples, which are not writ- -

ten in this book: But these are written, that ye

might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of .

God; and that believing ye might have life through
his name” (John 20:30,31}). In the Great Commis-
sion, after the command to preach the gospel was
given, the Lord said, “He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved...” (Mark 16:16).

This sequence of hearing, believing and being
baptized is seen throughout the book of Acts. In re-
sponse to Peter’s concluding words on the Day of
Pentecost, “Then they that gladly received the Word
were baptized; and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41).
Notice Acts 8:12, “But when they believed Philip
preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God,
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized,
both men and women.” Then Acts 18:8 tells us that
“many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were
baptized.” Preaching God’s Word brought about
faith, conviction and surrender to Ged.

B. “From Faith to Faith”

Paul, after saying he was ready to preach the
gospel at Rome also, largely summed it up in Ro-
mans 1:16 and 17 when he said, “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every man that believeth: to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is
the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith:
as it is written, The just shall live by faith.” This ties
initial faith in with what follows, “from faith to
faith.” These words raise the possibility of several
different explanations, but the faith that brought

salvation through the imputed rightecusness of God
is still the driving force that continues throughout
the Christian’s life. It is faith from beginning to end
(“The just shall live by faith”). And as we go “from
faith to faith” in our walk of faith (2 Corinthians
5:7), we find grace piled upon grace (John 1:16), and
as we look to the Lord, we “are changed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit
of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

The Word of God and. the resultant faith that
comes from it are what bring all of this about. Paul,
as he was about to leave the Ephesians elders,
strongly besought them, “And now, brethren, I
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace,
which is able to build you up, and to give you an in-
heritance among all them which are sanctified”
(Acts 20:32). The Colossians to counter the threat of
philosophy and the traditions of men were admon-
ished to be “Rooted and built up in him [Christ],
and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught
[the Word], abounding therein with thanksgiving”
(Colossians 2:7). The same Scriptures that make us
wise unto salvation through faith are what continue
to increase our faith and sustain us in being faithful
to the Lord (2 Timothy 3:15-17).

An Admonition

So, we point you to the Word of God. If you want
to become a believer, read the Bible. Sit under faith-
ful gospel preaching. God is not going to artificially
and arbitrarily impose faith and Himself upon you
aside from His Word. This is the instrument of the
Holy Spirit to convict you. Then having become a
Christian, make God's Word your companion for
life. Learn all you can about the object of our faith
(keep your eyes on Christ). Read the Bible daily.
Increase your understanding of God, His plan, and
things eternal. You will thereby perfect and en-
hance your faith and become strong in the Lord.

Ii. OUR FAITH IS MADE STRONGER
AND PERFECTED BY ASSOCIATING
WITH THOSE STRONG IN FAITH

It has been said that water seeks its own level
and birds of a feather flock together. It is common
knowledge that we are influenced by our associa-
tions, whether good or bad. Before noticing the good
impact of positive association, let us take a look at
the negative.

A. The Bad Impact of Negative Association

With decided moral overtones, Paul warned the
Corinthians, “Be not deceived: evil communications
[companionships] corrupt good manners [good mor-
als]” (1 Corinthians 15:33). The writer of Proverbs
had much the same thought in mind when he
wrote, “Make no friendship with an angry man; and
with a furious man thou shalt not go: Lest thou

4 (36)



© The Sword and Staff 2013

learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul” (Prov-
erbs 22:24,25). Paul also had in mind the influence
of association, and the Judaizers especially in his
eye, when he said, “A little leaven leaveneth the
whole lump” (Galatians 5:9). Recognizing the dan-
gers involved in association, the prophet Hosea in
the Old Testament stated: “Ephraim is joined to
idols: let him alone” (Hosea 4:17). Likewise, Jesus in
warning about the scribes and Pharisees and their
traditions said, “Let them alone: they be blind lead-
ers of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both
shall fall into the ditch” (Matthew 15:14). And, car-
rying these thoughts a step further, Paul wrote to
the Corinthians, “Be ye not unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? And what
communion hath light with darkness? And what
concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath
he that believeth with an infidel? And what agree-
ment hath the temple of God with idols?... Where-
fore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord...” (2 Corinthians 6:14-17).

B. Good Comes from Positive Association
With these things said, let us notice the other
side of the coin. If negative associations are not good
for us spiritually, it is obvious that positive associa-
tions are in our best interests and from such good
will come. Proverbs 13:20 verifies this, which reads,
“He that walketh with wise men shall be wise...”

Admonitions to Associate
And to Admonish One Another

The apostle Peter identified those to whom he
wrote as having “obtained like precious faith” (2 Pe-
ter 1:1). That precious faith is revitalized and made
stronger in the fellowship of other believers. With
that in mind, the writer of the book of Hebrews
warns and admonishes his readers, “Take heed,
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief, in departing from the living God. But ex-
hort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest

any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of
sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold
the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the
end” (Hebrews 3:12-14). This thought is expanded
further in Hebrews 10:23-25, “Let us hold fast the
profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is
fatthful that promised;) And let us consider one an-
other to provoke unto love and to good works: Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the day approach-
ing.” These admonitions highlight the gooed that can
come from association. That is what the public as-
sembly is all about, as well as being in the commu-
nity of believers.

Circumstantial and
Happenstance Association

The above admonitions are in the category of
command. But there are associations that are cir-
cumstantial and even happenstance, which contrib-
ute greatly in shaping a person’s faith and making
it stronger. In 2 Timothy 1:5, Paul said, “I call to
remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee,
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy
mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee
also.” Timothy’s faith came natural, coming from a
family of believers. Then the very example of what
he saw in the apostle Paul would ever be in his
memory. Paul reminded and admonished him, “But
thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life,
purpose, faith...continue thou in the things which
thou hast learned and hast been assured of, know-
ing of whom thou hast learned them” (2 Timothy
3:10,14). Then the writer of the book of Hebrews
admonished his readers, “Remember them which
have the rule over you [elders, leaders], who have
spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith fol-
low, considering the end of their conversation [their
manner of life]” (Hebrews 13:7). When we live and
rub shoulders with people who are strong in faith, it
makes our faith become stronger. In a sense, it rubs
off on us. We see the reality of what they believe as
it is lived out day by day.

Problems in Having Association

It is great when we can have someone older and
stronger in faith with whom we can associate. But
that is not always the case today. There is an ab-
sence of Bible believing churches in the land (in the
complete sense of the word), and they are even
fewer in number who are really trying to put New
Testament Christianity into practice. Sometimes we
might only find a handful of people, or just an indi-
vidual. It reminds us of one of the churches of Asia
mentioned 1n the book of Revelation wherein only a
“few names” were found to be faithful (Revelation

{Continued on Next Page)
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HOW FAITH iS...

Acquired, Increased and Perfected
(Continued from Previous Page)

3:4). Many times association with those strong in
faith must be sought elsewhere. Some find strength
in attending gospel rallies and meetings where
brethren of like minds have gathered together.
Spiritual strength and encouragement also can be
found by correspondence with those strong in the
faith, thereby increasing one’s faith.

When there is no one personally to look to and
with whom to associate, we are not totally at a loss.
We can associate indirectly with the great men of
faith through the Scriptures who have lived long
ago. To get the full message of the 11th chapter of
Hebrews, the last few verses of the 10th chapter
and the first few of the 12th should be read. The
writer calls his reader’s attention to faith and the
great men of faith in days gone by to increase their
faith so they could withstand the trials they were
going through. He sums it up by saying, “Wherefore
seeing we also are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses [the heroes of faith just men-
tioned in the 11th chapter], let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race that is set be-
fore us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher
of our faith...” When you feel like you are alone, just
remember that you really are not alone. Enhance
your faith and derive spiritual strength by indi-
rectly associating with those of faith who have lived
long ago. Read your Bible.

lll. THE CONTRIBUTION OF POSITIVE THINGS
AND NEGATIVE EXPERIENCES TO FAITH

A. Positive Things

Faith is positive in nature and thrives in a posi-
tive atmosphere with other positive things. Paul
makes it plain to the Galatians that the Law of
Moses avails us nothing now. What really matters
is “faith which worketh by love” (Galatians 5:6).
Can anything be more positive than love? And Paul
says faith “worketh [is energized} by love”. Read
Philippians 4:6-9. When we pray, and our minds are
set on the positive and wholesome things named
here, “the peace of God, which passeth all under-
standing, shall keep [guard] your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.” All of the things mentioned
here are mutually supportive, along with faith, be-
ing positive in nature. In such an atmosphere they
thrive together.

Therefore, to have a healthy, vibrant faith, we
need to eliminate the negative things in our lives.
Negative thoughts produce negative results. Doubt,
sin, il will, questionable things, filthy literature,
the negative garbage of TV, etc.—all of these things
need to go. (Remember Hebrews 12:1 and 2; also 2

Corinthians 7:1). Their negative impact stifles faith,
if not making shipwreck of it altogether. Faith is
positive in nature and thrives in a positive atmos-
phere. Sin will keep us from the Bible, and the Bi-
ble will keep us from sin. Let us accent the positive
and get positive results.

B. Negative Experiences

Although faith is positive in nature, and usually
thrives in a positive atmosphere (as we have just
pointed out), sometimes it takes the trials of a nega-
tive atmosphere to perfect it. James plainly makes a
statement about this. “My brethren, count it all joy
when ye fall into divers temptations [various trials];
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. But let patience have her perfect work,
that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing”
(James 1:2-4). The epistle of 1st Peter has much to
say about suffering and trials. As his readers went
through these experiences, Peter desired this in ref-
erence to them: “That the trial of your faith, being
much more precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:6,7). A grindstone will
sharpen an axe and put a cutting edge on the blade.
This is likewise true regarding suffering (if we let it).
Dry weather with a limited amount of rain, being a
less desirable season, will make the corn take root
deeper and then it can better withstand the wind
and violent storms when they do come.

IV. THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH AND
SPIRITUAL EXERCISE ENHANCE FAITH

A. The Good Fight of Faith

Paul admonished Timothy to, “Fight the good
ficht of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto
thou art also called, and hast professed a good pro-
fession before many witnesses” (1 Timothy 6:12). As
the end of his life was nearing, Paul could declare,
“I have fought a good fight. I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). There
is something about having been engaged in a spiri-
tual battle, and winning the victory, that equips you
with more strength and experience for the next go
around. Your faith is made stronger. You learn to
trust the Lord. As the hymn goes, “Each victory will
help you some other to win.”
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B. Exercise

Timothy was also admonished to “exercise” him-
self unto godliness (1 Timothy 4:7,8). Then Paul
said, “For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godli-
ness is profitable unto all things, having promise of
the life that now is, and of that which is to come.”
Perhaps in a sense this is parallel to fighting the
“good fight of faith,” yet it is different. Exercise is a
very important part in getting our bodies in shape
physically. Likewise by faithfully practicing our re-
ligion (exercising ourselves unto godliness), the
spiritual man is made stronger. It is like a child
learning to walk. The exercise is good to tone the
muscles, and the experience of taking a few steps
gives confidence to take some more.

V. PRAY FOR A GREATER FAITH

This may seem to be contradictory (James 1:6),

praying for a greater faith, but it is not. In essence
that is what the disciples did when they responded
to the Lord, saying, “Increase our faith” (Luke 17:5).
The same is true of the father of the boy possessed
with a demon when he said, “Lord, I believe; help
thou my unbelief” (Mark 9:24). We believe, but it
may be a very imperfect faith, lacking trust. But it
is enough faith with which to cry out to God. We
can go from there to become stronger and enhance
the faith that we do have. Jude admonished his
readers, “But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost
[Spirit])” (Jude, verse 20). a
a8
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A Series Involving the Bible and Prophecy...
Kingdom Arrives in Aets
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® By DAVID VAUGHN ELLIOTT
36 Oakland Ave, Apt 8
Methuen, MA 01844-3783

ADES could not stop Jesus’ plans. He had
H promised: “On this rock I will build My

church, and the gates of Hades shall not pre-
vail against it” (Matthew 16:18). Neither the Jews
nor the Romans nor Hades could stop Jesus’ plans.
The gates of Hades would burst open to let Jesus
out. Jesus would prevail and build His church!

Immediately following this promise to build His
church, Jesus told Peter: “I will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven.” The kingdom is “of
heaven.” But Peter was to “bind on earth,” thus
during his lifetime. This is in complete harmony
with another promise Jesus made to His followers:
“there are some standing here who shall not taste
death till they see the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:27).

The Church and the Kingdom

Upon considering everything the New Testament
says about both the kingdom of heaven and the
church of Jesus, one finds it extremely difficult to
differentiate between the two—what is affirmed of
the kingdom is also affirmed of the church.

Very early in His ministry, “Jesus came to Gali-
lee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel’ ”
(Mark 1:14,15). Jesus, affirming that the kingdom
was just around the corner, interconnected four vi-
tal elements: 1) the gospel, 2) the kingdom, 3) re-
pentance and 4) faith. And is not the church of Je-
sus Christ precisely involved with the same gospel,
repentance and faith? Most assuredly.

The gospel, of course, 1s the Good News of salva-
tion based on the death, burial and resurrection of
dJesus (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Therefore, the gospel
of the kingdom could not be transformed from
prophecy into reality until after Jesus’ death and
resurrection. In Matthew 16, Jesus said the same
about the church: Hades would not stop Him from
building the church. In other words, He would in-
deed die, go to Hades, come out victorious, and then
build His church. Thus, the church and the king-
dom are equally predicted to commence following
Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Everyone knows that no physical kingdom of God
was set up in the first (or second) century. On the
other hand, many recognize that in the first cen-
tury, a spiritual kingdom of God was set up! Also,
everyone knows that a church was set up. There
simply is no escaping the reality that the church of
Jesus Christ is that kingdom of heaven which Jesus
promised would soon arrive.

Uniqueness of the Book of Acts

The book of Acts is unique. To ignore it is to miss
a vital link in God’s dealings with the human race.
Acts is the only book in the New Testament dedi-
cated to the history of Jesus’ apostles after the as-
cension. After studying the Gospels, a student of the
Word should turn to the book of Acts, confidently
expecting to find the historical fulfillment of Jesus’
prophecies of the kingdom and the church. It was
time for their arrival.

(Continued on Next Page)
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Kingdom Arrives in Acts
(Continued from Previous Page)
The Importance of Pentecost

Religious people often talk longingly of a return
to Pentecost. They usually are referring either to
speaking in tongues or to great multitudes being
converted. I dare say that neither concern is of chief
importance when evaluating what transpired on
that particular Jewish Pentecost.

It was the year 30 AD., less than two months
since Jesus’ death and resurrection. But before Je-
sus left for heaven, He gave His apostles a very im-
portant command: “not to depart from Jerusalem,
but to wait” (Acts 1:4. Except where otherwise noted, all
quotes in this article will be from the book of Acts).

Remember that Jesus had promised Peter “the
keys of the kingdom.” It is no coincidence, therefore,
that Peter was the leading spokesman on the day of
Pentecost. Keys open doors. Peter was chosen by
God to initiate the kingdom of heaven, to inform
people how they could enter. How did Peter unlock
the doors? It was he who answered the anguished
cry of the Israelites, “Men and brethren, what shall
we do?’ (2:37). “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent,
and let every one of you be baptized in the name of
desus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’ ” (2:38).

Most have no difficulty in recognizing this as the
beginning of the Lord’s church. But we should
equally recognize that Peter’s statement is a varia-
tion and divine explanation of what Jesus told Ni-
codemus: “unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John
3:5). Notice the parallelism between, “born of water
and the Spirit” on the one hand and “repent...be
baptized...receive...the Holy Spirit” on the other.
Entering the kingdom and entering the church are
one and the same.

Attention has been called to Mark 1:14,15, where
Jesus interconnected four vital elements: 1) the
gospel, 2) the kingdom, 3) repentance and 4) faith.
On the day of Pentecost, Peter clearly preached the
gospel, based on the death and resurrection of Je-
sus. In his entire message, he clearly called the
Jews to faith in Jesus. Then in 2:38 he calls them to
repentance. The gospel, faith and repentance are
three things that Jesus connected with the king-
dom. Certainly the kingdom of heaven was making
its appearance as Peter spoke.

Power of the Kingdom: the Holy Spirit

In Mark 9:1, Jesus prophesied that the kingdom
of God would come with power during the lifetime
of His listeners. After His resurrection, He told the
apostles: “I send the Promise of My Father upon
you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are

endued with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). Be-
fore Jesus ascended, he further clarified the matter:
“You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you’ (1:8). That happened exactly ten
days later, on the day of Pentecost. So the power of
the kingdom was provided by the Holy Spirit.

On the night of his betrayal, Jesus had explained
to the Apostles: “I still have many things to say to
you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when
He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you

{Continued on Page 11)

(Random Questions Ouver the Bible)
1.” Who is called “a mighty hunter before the Lord” in
.. -the Bible? . .- - :
2. What was the ancient name of Bethel and how did
it come to be called Bethel? .
3. Which was the only one of the tweEve sons of Ja-
cob born'in Canaan? .
4. Whose job was it fo embalm the dead among the
ancient Egyptians? - :
5. - How many days were involved in !he process of
embalming the dead by the Egyptians? :
6. . When Aaron-and Moses died, how many days dld; '
- the people moumn for.them?
7. What became a saying in reference to Saul shortly
" after he was anointed king of Israel?
-8, ‘What did the women sing about Dawd that highty
+ - displeased king Saul? - '
9. How long did.it take Solomon to build the tempie
and to build his own house?
10. Why did Jonah flee on a ship to Tarshlsh when
-~ God told himto go te Nineveh and preach? =~
11. How extensive was the call for fasting by the king
. of Nineveh in response to the preaching of Jonah?
12. Where-in the Bible does it say, “Beat your plow-
‘shares into swords, and your pruninghooks into
spears,” and where does it say, “They shall beat
their swords.into. piowshares and the|r spears into
o prunmghooks”’? .
13, How. old.was Jesus" when he began hrs earthly
o ministry? - :
14. On what two occasions is {t recorded that angels
ministered to Jesus?
15.. Why did- Jesus teach'in parables’v‘ I
16. Jesus loved a!l of: hls disciptes, but who especnaliyi
is spoken -of as the one “whom Jesus loved™?.
“17. Of whom did a rumor get started that he (this drscx- _
. ple) would not die? - “
18. What are four. dlfferent occasions that: the apostle '
Paul is mentioned in the Scnptures in connectton j
- with the city of Troas? :
19." Where was Paul rt seems, when he ﬁrst met Aquﬂ
.- and Priscilla? -
20; When Paul was taken pnsoner the iast tlme by the. ;
- Romans, who does it say ~forsook - him, “hawng__
“loved this present world’? - :

(NOTE Answers found etsewhere in
‘this issue of the paper) i
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READERS’

...Response

APQLOGY: Please accept our humble apology for slowness in
getting correspondence answered. “We” have no staff of secretar-
ies, etc. to handle such, and this is done by the “editor” as time
allows. Be it known that you are sincerely appreciated. m

FLORIDA:

B ‘T was wondering if you could give me some insight on
our churches’ reluctance to deal with the issue of Free-
masonry and it’s influence on our churches...”

B “Enclosed find help for THE SWORD AND STAFF. I
pray for you and those who work with you. The paper is
much needed to encourage the saints and add knowl-
edge. Thank you for the work you do for Him.”

W “Please forgive me for my being so late in my help...

‘May God bless you for a long time to come, and when
He takes you home, may He raise up someone ivho can
do as well as you in explaining His Word.

“Thank you and may you keep on keeping on. We need
many more like you to combat the false doctrine that is
goingon.”

SOUTH CAROLINA:

W ‘T want to thank you for THE SWORD AND STAFF.
I have truly learned a lot from it...”

NORTH CAROLINA:

B ‘My husband is a...minister. A few weeks ago a lady
gave us THE SWORD AND STAFF...The ones she
gave us were 1996-1998. We would like to start getting
them...Because we really enjoyed reading them. It is
hard to find a magazine as truthful as yours 1s.”
TENNESSEE:

B “A friend of mine gave me two copies of THE SWORD
AND STAFF. I find these copies to be exactly according
to the Bible. It is a very good paper, and I appreciate
very much what you are doing in teaching the Truth.
Please put me on your mailing list...”

KENTUCKY:

W “Please send a complimentary copy of THE SWORD
AND STAFF...” (E-mail, web page response)

VIRGINIA:

B “Thank you so much for keeping on keeping on and
for the truths printed in your little paper (which, really,
is a big, big paper)...”

WEST VIRGINIA:

W “Just a note to let you know how much I enjoy receiv-
ing THE SWORD AND STAFF. Your articles are good
and easy to understand. Most of all, they are Truth! I
look forward to each paper. May our God continue to
bless and keep you. Also, brother D. Vaughn Elliott’s
series on the kingdom are good. Look forward to the
next one.”

PENNSYLVANIA:

B “..J would like to continue to receive this much
needed publication/bulletin. May God bless your work
as you continue to preach, teach, persuade and publish
God’s glorious truth...”

M “What a blessing to know there is a staff writing and
disseminating the Truth as you do. Our prayers at...
church are in continued support of you. ‘Rejoice in the
Lord always, and again I say rejoice!” “

B ‘7 thank God that...you write THE SWORD AND
STAFF. It is so truthful and helpful. You really are
working for our Lord. We should all share THE
SWORD AND STAFF with others, striving to win souls
to Christ. Please continue your work. It gives us encour-
agement! And material to go forward.”

Flags In Church Buildings?
B ‘7 had someone ask the question, Why don’t you have
flags (US Flag and the Christian Flag) in the church
buildings?

“This started me thinking: Why should we not display
the two flags?

“I. The US Flag is symbolic of the United States only.
Jesus said, ‘Go and make disciples of ALL the nations’
(Matthew 28:19). Would not a person from another
country feel uncomfortable seeing ONLY the Stars and
Stripes displayed?

“9. Some reason that “The Christian Flag is non-
denominational and we can unite under this flag.’

a. Jesus did not ask us to make a flag, or any other
symbol to unite religious people.

b. We are to be united on the WORD of God. The
New Testament speaks of One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One God,’ (Ephesians 4) but not one flag.

‘T wonder if anyone else has thought on the use of
flags?”

MASSACHUSETTS:
B ‘Do not send any more.”

OHIO:

B “Picked up a copy of THE SWORD AND STAFF the

other day and it’s great. Please start sending it to me.”

B “Please send me a complimentary copy of your news-

letter THE SWORD AND STAFF.” (E-mail, web page

response)

B “Please update your mailing list with my name. I want

to continue to receive the publication. Enclosed is a dona-
{Continued on Next Page)
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READERS’...Response

(Continued from Previous Page)
tion. I will try to send as often as I can. The teaching
gives me wisdom and strength.”
W Thank you, thank you, thank you for sending me your
publication of THE SWORD AND STAFF all these
years. It has been and continues to be an inspiration
and I look forward to each new issue.”
ILLINOIS:

W “..Thank you. We enjoy THE SWORD AND STAFF
very much and wish you many more years in the
LORD'S work.” (E-mail)

B “We receive THE SWORD AND STAFF regularly and
would like to order the bound copies for 1999-2000. Also,
would like to receive 12 extra copies of THE SWORD
AND STAFF (2001, Volume 39, Number 2)...THE
SWORD AND STAFF has been a real help in my teach-
ing ministry...” (E-mail)

MINNESOTA:

M “Yes, please send me the bound volume of THE

SWORD AND STAFF 1999-2000. It’s good to have
Scriptural material in the house and being able to
read it whenever. Please keep up the good work.”

ARKANSAS:

B “Enclosed please find check for...to cover charge for
bound book 1999-2000. I have them all and really en-
Jjoy them. Thank you.”

W “Your publication THE SWORD AND STAFF is re-
cetved with appreciation and sincere interest. The broth-
erhood desperately needs more such plain and sound
teachings from God’s inspired Word such as found in
your publication...

TEXAS:

B “...] love THE SWORD AND STAFF and also your
web site. Keep up the good work.”

B ‘Please send me a complzmentary copy of THE
SWORD AND STAFF. Thank you.” (E-mail, web page
response)

WYOMING:

B “Thank you so much for keeping THE SWORD AND
STAFF coming.. It is gratifving to have someone excit-
edly point out an article and exclaim Did you see

home with the members of the congregation is one way
of increasing exposure to the application of the princi-
ples of God’s Word... Thank you. May our Lord con-
tinue to bless this service of yours.”

CALIFORNIA:

8l ‘Here is a little check for the wonderful paper you
publish. I really enjoy reading it. Keep up the good
work.”

UNITED STATES:

W “How wonderful to find a web site like yours! I am
writing to let you know how much I appreciated your
web site, and also to ask if you ever gave permission to
use some of your short articles (to be used for our

church member based newsletter not on the Internet). I
certainly would give your work full recognition...” (E-
matl, Web page response)
B “My name is...and I come to your site quite often. It is
a great site for the Christian person to come and read
about several topics on the Bible. Recently I went to
[another] web site...and was reading their Bible stud-
tes. But on this lesson I found them to be teaching pre-
destination. I have always believed that it is not true
based on the Bible. Here they used several Scriptures in
Romans and I am not sure what to think... But I would
love to hear your thoughts on this topic. Thanks for any
help you can give.” (E-mail, Web page response)
Question About
Predestination Answered

Answer: Yes, | believe that predestination is taught
in the Scriptures. But it is not a fatalistic predestina-
tion that infringes upon the free will of man (as many
times seen in Calvinism). Both predestination and free
will are found in the Word of God. (Read on). Bible
predestination is all tied up in the foreknowledge of
God, what and then whom God foreknew. God didn't
predestinate, then foreknow. The foreknowledge came
before the predestination. Romans 8:28 through the
remainder of that chapter is a great section of Scrip-
ture to read. Verses 29 and 30 read, “For whom he
[God] did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren. Moreover, whom he
did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified,
them he also glorified.” The foreknowledge came before
the predestination. There is a difference. God did not
decide to create man and arbitrarily, individually and
irrevocably assign a segment to hell and another to

“heaven from all eternity (just for the sake of doing it).

But, being God, He knew and knows everything. He
knows everything that was, everything that is, and
everything that will be (He even knows what might
have been). Acts 15:18 states, “Known unto God are all
his works from the beginning of the world.” That being
the case, He could foresee that man He would create
would sin and need a Savior. Thus Peter speaks of
Christ, and our redemption, as “with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without
spot: Who verily was foreordained before the
foundation of the world...” (1 Peter 1:19,20). Paul
told the Ephesian Christians that God had “chosen us
IN HIM [in Christ] before the foundation of the
world... Having predestinated us unto the adop-
tion of children by Jesus Christ to himself, accord-
ing to the good pleasure of his will” (Ephesians 1:4,5).
We all know what John 3:16 says and perhaps equally
the complementary Scripture, Revelation 22:17. It
says, “whosoever will” may come. Paul in 1 Timothy
2.4 speaks of God “who will have all men to be saved,
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” In the
same vein, 2 Peter 3:9 tells us, “The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise [of judgment], as some men
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count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.” So, we see the “good
pleasure of his will” is in Christ, that “whosoever will”
may be saved in him. We were chosen and predesti-
nated in him. God looked down throughout all eternity
and saw all who would have good and honest hearts
and of their own free will and volition accept Christ as
their Savior. He knew who they would be, and in ac-
cepting Chnst, God designated them as the saved ones
to be conformed to the image of His Son. They were
thus predestinated in Christ. In the foreknowledge of
God it is almost like everything has already taken
place, since He knows everything in advance, but it
hasn’t happened yet. According to Romans, God sees
the end from the beginning. In one panoramic sweep of
the mind of God, foreknowledge, predestination, the
calling, the justification, and the ultimate glorification
of the saved flashes before Him. God knows how it will
all end. It is mind-boggling to think about, or to fully
grasp, but that is the way it is. Yes, in true Bible pre-
destination man is a responsible free moral agent, and
2 Peter 1:10-11 strongly admonishes us, “Wherefore
the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things,
ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be minis-
tered unto you abundantly into the everlasting king-
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”—J.E.G.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC:

W “...Thank you, beloved brother, for your valuable co-
operation in sending us a copy of your valuable work
entitled LA ESPADA Y EL CAYADO [THE SWORD
AND STAFF]...that literature has served me to also
teach others...I repeat my thanks and always pray ask-
ing God for you that the Lord may always Have you in
His grace.”

{¢ The Sun Will

Soon Shine Through
Dear one, look up when all seems down.
It's time to smile instead of frown.

Take heart and know that God loves you.
Look up! The sun will soon shine through.

—By James E. Gibbons

COLUMBIA:

B ‘“Please, subscribe me to the Spanish Edition of
your magazine” (E-mail, web page response).
SINGAPORE:

B “Please send me a complimentary copy of THE
SWORD AND STAFF...” (E-mail, web page response)
PHILIPPINES:

B ‘I have been receiving THE SWORD AND STAFF
since 1999 and I enjoy it very much. I really love the
poems and the ‘Proverbially Speaking’...”

B ‘4 warm greetings to you from a fellow Christian
from the far away land of the Philippines. Also extend-
ing greetings to your good family and to all our faithful
brethren in the faith there.

“T am a brother preacher, and was so glad to have a
copy of your very informative magazine THE SWORD
AND STAFF from a fellow preacher that was blessed
to receive your magazine...Reading your magazine has
brought me added information for my studies and
preaching...I hope I could also receive even old issues
of your very informative magazine. I am lacking of
reading materials, and I think the good articles of your
magazine can supply additional information that will
also help my studies and preaching of the Word.

“Thank you in the good Lord for giving time to read
this letter of mine. May the good Lord continue to bless

you and yours.” 0
an)

Kingdom Arrives in Acts
(Coniinued from Page 8)

into all truth” (John 16:12,13). These words are ex-
tremely important for understanding the relation-
ship between the four Gospels and the Book of Acts.
Red letter Bibles make a grave mistake. Jesus said
that He did not reveal all the truth during His
earthly ministry. He said all truth would be re-
vealed when the Holy Spirit came to the Apostles.

Thus, the Gospels cannot be fully appreciated
nor understood unless they are connected to the
Book of Acts. It is in the book of Acts that the power
of the Holy Spirit comes upon the Apostles. It is in
the Book of Acts that the kingdom of God comes
with this power of the Holy Spirit. It is on the day of
Pentecost following Jesus’ ascension that the real
meaning of the cross and the empty tomb is made
known to the world.

Speaking in tongues, of itself, was not the impor-
tant thing. Rather, the tongues were proof of the
important thing—that Peter was not preaching his
own ideas, but that he was infallibly inspired by the
Holy Spirit to interpret the Old Testament prophe-
cies, to explain the meaning of the cross and the
empty tomb and to offer to the Jews the divine
means of entering the kingdom of God!

Power of the Kingdom: Miracles

The kingdom also arrived with the power of
miracles. Peter and John were instruments of God
to heal a 40-year-old man who had been lame from
birth. The healing was immediate and sent the man
leaping. As the crowd gathered, Peter and John
used the opportunity to preach salvation from sin
through the very Jesus whom the mobs had killed.

This miracle was a demonstration of a power
that no human has. Peter told the crowd: “Why look
so intently at us, as though by our own power or

(Continued on Next Page)
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Kingdom Arrives in Acts
(Continued from Previous Page)

godliness we had made this man walk?” (3:12). Pe-
ter and John were arrested. The next day, when the
council assembled, they wanted to know, “By what
power or by what name have you done this?” (4:7).
When they later conferred among themselves, they
admitted, “Indeed, that a notable miracle has been
done through them is evident to all who dwell in
Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it” (4:16). The king-
dom had arrived with the power of miracles.

Soon afterward, Luke records that “with great
power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus” (4:33). Not a little power. Great
power. This might refer to the continuance of the
signs and wonders done by them in connection with
their preaching. It could equally refer to the manner
in which the Holy Spirit spoke through them. Later,
the same type of statement is made regarding Ste-
phen, “And Stephen, full of faith and power, did
great wonders and signs among the people” (6:8).

Meanwhile, in Samaria, Simon the sorcerer was
considered by the masses to be “the great power of
God” (8:10). But when he saw the real power of God,
Simon was converted to Christ. Peter and John
then came to Samaria and laid hands on the breth-
ren to impart to them the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Simon was not only astonished; he thought there
was something in it for him personally. He offered
to buy this power, saying, “Give me this power also,
that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the
Holy Spirit” (8:19). There was power, but it was not
for sale. “Peter said to him, “Your money perish with
you, because you thought that the gift of God could
be purchased with money!? ” (8:20). Truly, the king-
dom had arrived with miraculous power.

The King on His Throne

On Pentecost, Peter dwelt at length on the resur-
rection and ascension. In that context, he referred to
the prophecy that the Messiah would sit on the
throne of David. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Peter
said that this prophecy had already been fulfilled!
How? Notice carefully what Peter says in relation to
David and Jesus. “David...being a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him
that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh,
He would raise up the Christ to sit on his
throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning
the resurrection of the Christ... Therefore being
exalted to the right hand of God” (2:29-33; bold em-
phasis supplied).

Dawvid, foreseeing that the Messiah would sit on
his throne, spoke of the resurrection. Since His as-
cension, Jesus has been seated at the right hand of

God. He is on His throne. According to the way Pe-
ter expressed it, the throne in heaven is the fulfill-
ment of Jesus sitting on the throne of David.

Peter’s climax is recorded in verse 36: “Therefore
let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord
and Christ.” Accomplished fact. The Jews had cruci-
fied Him; but God had made Him Lord and Christ.
“Lord” is Ruler, Sovereign. “Christ” is Messiah,
anointed One, Prophet, Priest and King. Peter was
declaring that Jesus of Nazareth is King now! He is
exalted. He is at the right hand of the Father. He is
on the throne of David.

Jesus reigns! And no one reigns unless they have
a kingdom to reign over. So, the kingdom came on
that day of Pentecost. It had been called “the king-
dom of heaven.” The King was ruling from heaven.
As promised, He had sent the power of the Holy
Spirit so that the kingdom would arrive with power.

Years later in Thessalonica, the Jews accused the
Christians of “saying there is another king—Jesus”
(17:7). There is another king. Present tense. The
accusation was true. This is exactly what the Chris-
tians were preaching since Pentecost: “God has
made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and
Christ” (2:36). Jesus is Christ—Messiah—King. The
kingdom of heaven is here now.

The Rejected Stone Crushing the Opposition

Peter and John were arrested and brought before
the “Supreme Court” of the Jews. Peter said that
the risen Messiah had healed the lame man. Then
he charged, “This is the ‘stone which was rejected by
you builders, which has become the chief corner-
stone’ 7 (4:11). The Jewish leaders had rejected Je-
sus, the stone, but that had not stopped God’s plans
with the Jews nor with the Messiah.

Notice the difference between Jesus and Peter’s
use of Psalm 118:22. Jesus asked if they had never
read that Scripture and proceeded to quote it. Peter,
on the other hand, via paraphrase, said, “This is the
stone which was rejected by you builders, which
has become the chief cornerstone” (bold emphasis sup-
plied). Peter thus affirms that the prophecy had been
fulfilled.

Jesus had quoted this “stone” prophecy when He
explained the parable of the vineyard: “Have you
never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the
builders rejected- Has become the chief cornerstone.
This was the Lord’'s doing, And it is marvelous in
our eyes? Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of
God will be taken from you and given to a nation
bearing the fruits of it. And whoever falls on this
stone will be broken: but on whomever it falls, it
will grind him to powder” (Matthew 21:42-44).

(Continued on Page 14)
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The Bottom Line to Worry
THERE ARE only two things to worry about: Either
you are well or you are sick.

If you are well, there’s nothing to worry about. But if
you are sick, there are only two things to worry about:
Either you get well, or you die.

If you get well, there’s nothing to worry about. But if

you die, there are only two things to worry about:

Either you will go to heaven or to hell.

If you go to heaven, there’s nothing to worry about.
But if you go to hell, there is all eternity to worry about.

ARE YOU a stepping stone or a stumbling block?

If you don't love the truth you.don’t know all of the
truth about love.

~ Our society has deified education, and the kind of
education that is deified has turned our society away
from Deity. '

It is easier for things to go wrong when all that we
are interested in is things.

.. It seems the more serious you are about spiritual
matters the less people will listen to you, but be frivo-
lIous and lighthearted and you have an audience.

Sectarianism in the guise of truth is the most
deceptive kind.

It is easy to become a little negative when'you have
deep and sincere convictions about right and wrong,
and not many others seem all that concerned.

If the church is full of the world, how can it be recog-
nized as the kingdom of heaven?

If you put your children before God, your children
will never put God first (they will think they are more
important than God).

People who are afraid to get their hands dirty won't
(and don't) get much done.

1If we preach much about the commands of God, but
little about the God who gave the commands, those
who hear may know what is expected of them, but will
find themselves powerless in carrying it out.

If you don’t “blink your eye” religiously like some
people, they don't even think that you can see.

On the things that reaily matter the Bible is not all
that hard to understand, but with a little bit of
denominational help it can be done.

Preachers preoccupied with their own worth dimin-
ish the worth of the gospel they supposedly preach.

If we keep “babying” people who are childish just to
keep them in the church, they will never grow up.

The cross of Christ is to be spiritually borne (Luke
9:23; 14:27), not physically worn in superstitious fetish
or tacky jewelry (1 Timothy 2:9; 1 Peter 3:3).

If you make everything a “WOW!” where will you put
an exclamation mark when it is needed?

When I came out of denominationahism, it was not
to accept and to accommodate myself to a “Restoration
Movement” that had fizzled out and solidified into
denominational molds of its own, but to identify myself
with the church of the New Testament and wherever
this led me. -

You must make a clear-cut break with sin if you
would have the Lord live within.

Mixed swimming does not mix well with New

Testament Christianity (Matthew 5:28; 1 Tlmothy 2:9;
Genesis 3:21; Revelation 3:18).

We don’t love the truth when we use “love” as a cloak
for compromise.

The New Testament is preoccupied with saving the
world, but many times today we find ourselves pre-
occupied with just saving the “church.”

Beware! When we become upset, it can easily become
a setup for the deuvil (Ephesians 5:26,27).

To believe that Christ came to save us in our sins is
not grace, but a disgrace Matthew 1:21; Romans 6:1-6).

If you are highminded, it didn’t come from on high. 0

Sonnet on Marriage
(Sonnet 116)

L et me not to the mc\wiage of e minds
Admit impedimeni-s. Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration fincfs,
Or bends with the remover to remove.

Oh no! Jtis an ever fixed mavrk

That locks on tempests and is never

shaken.
Tt is the star to every wandering bark,

Whose worth’s unknown aH’lf\omgl'\ his
|r\e_i9|f\+ be taken.

Love's not Time's fool, ’r'r\ougil\ rosy |ips
and cheeks
Within his loending sickle’s compass come.

Love alters not with his brief hours and
weelks,

But bears it out even to the edge of doom.
Jf this be error and upon me pmved,

J never wril, nor no man ever loved.

—By William Shakespeare
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Kingdom Arrives in Acts
(Continued from Previous Page)

First notice: “kingdom...taken from you and
given to a nation bearing the fruits.” That is practi-
cally an outline of the book of Acts. Over and over
Paul is rejected by the Jews and turns to the Gen-
tiles. “Behold, we turn to the Gentiles” (13:46). This
is a clear fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy.

Notice secondly: “Grind him to powder.” That
calls to mind Daniel’s stone prophecy: “A stone was
' cut out without hands, which struck the image on
its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces...
the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall
never be destroyed...it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms” (Daniel 2:34,44). (For

more details on Daniel's prophecy, see first article in series:
“Daniel Foretells Indestructible Kingdom.”}

This breaking process was already starting in
the first century (though not completed until much
later). In Thessalonica great numbers of Greeks
were being converted. The unbelieving Jews stirred
up the populace and the mob cried out: “These who
have turned the world upside down have come here
too” (17:6). The followers of the humble Carpenter
were turning the world upside down. Later, in
Ephesus, so many people were being converted and
leaving their idolatry that the bottom was falling
out of the idol market. See chapter 19. The Stone
was conquering.

Church Age Predicted by Amos

Probably the biggest doctrinal disturbance in the
early church was the question of the salvation of the
Gentiles. God had to work several miracles to-con-
vince the apostles that Cornelius’ household could
be saved through the same gospel that saved the
Jews. However, there continued an element in the
church, especially among converted Pharisees, who
believed Gentiles had to become Jews before they
could become Christians. Hence the consultation in
Jerusalem recorded in the 15% chapter of Acts.

On that memorable occasion, Peter told the
brethren: “So God...made no distinction between us
[Jews] and them [Gentiles]...through the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same
manner as they”(15:8-11).

Soon, James took the floor, and quoted a proph-
ecy of Amos. Introducing the quote, he said: “Simon
[Peter] has declared how God at the first visited the
Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name.
And with this the words of the prophets agree,
just as it is written” (15:14,15; bold emphasis supplied).
Then he quotes Amos 9:11,12, which in part says,
“So that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD,
Even all the Gentiles.” Thus, the Gospel Age, the
Church Age, the salvation of Gentiles were in direct
fulfillment of O.T. prophecy.

Before the portion already quoted, Amos had
said (as quoted by James) “After this [ will return
And will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has
fallen down” (15:16). All of this in the context of ac-
cepting the Gentiles into the Church. Now the only
other text in the Bible which uses the expression
“tabernacle of David” is Isaiah 16:5: “In mercy the
throne will be established; And One will sit on it in
truth, in the tabernacle of David.”

Amazing! It prophetically speaks of someone sit-
ting on the throne in the tabernacle of David. But
neither the literal tabernacle of David nor the lit-
eral temple of Solomon had a throne. The taberna-
cle-temple was one thing; the palace was another.
The altar was one thing; the throne another. The
priest was one thing; the king another. But this
prophecy combines the two! What other fulfillment
can it have than that of our Prophet, Priest and
King Jesus? And James indicates that it was al-
ready being fulfilled. The tabernacle of David, the
throne, the Priest, the King, the Savior not only of
the Jews but also of the Gentiles was a present re-
ality. Truly the kingdom of heaven had arrived.

They Preached the Kingdom

The summary of Philip’s preaching in Samaria is
this: “he preached the things concerning the king-
dom of God and the name of Jesus Christ” (8:12).
The summation of Paul’'s three months of preaching
in Ephesus is this: “reasoning and persuading con-
cerning the things of the kingdom of God” (19:8).
Paul's two years of preaching in Rome is summa-
rized thus: “preaching the kingdom of God and
teaching the things which concern the [Lord Jesus
Christ” (28:31).

These three accounts—Philip in Samaria and
Paul in Ephesus and Rome—are remarkable. Here
we have 3 instances in which days and even years
of preaching are summed up to consist of two ele-
ments: the kingdom and Christ. Yet, in all the book
of Acts, there is no record of Philip or Paul ever
mentioning anything about a future Jewish 1000-
year earthly reign headquartered in Jerusalem.
Therefore, such a millennium concept must not be
what Luke had in mind when he recorded that
Philip and Paul preached the kingdom of God.

Yes, there is one time in the book of Acts, where
Paul clearly speaks of the kingdom in a future
sense. In 14:22, he told the brethren, “We must
through many tribulations enter the kingdom of
God.” Even so, the kingdom here is a promise to
faithful Christians—certainly not to the dews who
were the cause of their tribulations (see 14:19-23).

The kingdom in the present sense can be seen by
examining the details of what Paul did teach and
preach. A detailed example is given in Acts 13:
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—that Jesus was the descendent of David and the
Savior, according to the promises (vss. 22,23);
—that there are glad tidings, namely that God
raised Jesus from the dead in fulfillment of the
promise made to the fathers (vss. 30-37);

—that faith in Jesus can do what the Law of Moses
could not do, namely cleanse from sin (vss. 38,39);
—that since the Jews rejected eternal life through
Jesus, the message was sent to the Gentiles in ful-
fillment of Isaiah’s prophecy (vss. 46,47).

Paul preached the kingdom by declaring Jesus as
the Son of David—that involves Jesus being King.
. Paul preached the gospel of the kingdom by pro-
claiming that the promises to Israel were being ful-
filled—they include the King’s kingdom. Assuredly,
in the first century, a spiritual gospel and a spiri-
tual kingdom appeared on the world stage—exactly
within the timeframe prophesied by Daniel and Je-
sus. The kingdom of heaven is a present reality. 0

Note by author: This is the fourth article regarding
prophecies of the Messianic kingdom and their fuifillment,
Look for more in future issues. )

(Scripture in the preceding érticle is taken from the New
King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.)

1}

“Is the Jar Full Yet?”
HERE WAS a philosophy professor who stood
before his class with some items in front of him.
When class began, wordlessly he picked up a large
empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded to fill it with
rocks, rocks about 2 inches in diameter. He then
asked the students if the jar was full?

They agreed that it was.

So the professor then picked up a box of pebbles
and poured them into the jar. He shook the jar
lightly. The pebbles, of course, rolled into the open
areas between the rocks. He then asked the stu-
dents again if the jar was full.

They agreed it was. The students laughed.

The professor picked up a box of sand and poured
it into the jar. Of course, the sand filled up every-
thing else. “Now,” said the professor, “I want you to
recognize that this is your life.

“The rocks are the important things—your fam-
ily, your partner, your health, your children—any-
thing that is so important to you that if it were lost,
yvou would be nearly destroyed.

“The pebbles are the other things that matter
like your job, your house, your car. The sand is eve-
rything else. The small stuff.

“If you put the sand into the jar first, there is no
room for the pebbles or the rocks. The same goes for
your life. If you spend all of your energy and time on
the small stuff, you will never have room for the

things that are important to you.

“Pay attention to the things that are critical to
your happiness. Play with your children. Take time to
get medical checkups. Do things with your partner.

“There will always be time to go to work, to clean
the house, to give a dinner party or to fix the dis-
posal.

“Take care of the rocks first—the things that
really matter. Set your priorities, the rest is just

sand.”—Selected a
£10

A STORY-
New Treasurer Does His Job
HE TREASURER of a local congregation was dis-
gusted and resigned. The church asked another
person to take his place. He managed a local grain
elevator. He agreed to take the position on two condi-
tions. One, that no report from the treasurer be given
for a whole year, and two, that no one ask him any

-questions concerning the finances of the church during

that time. The church members gulped, but finally
agreed, since he was a very trustworthy man in the
community and well known, because most of them did
business with him at the elevator.

At the end of the year he gave a report as follows:
“The indebtedness of $250,000 on the building had
been paid, what they gave the preacher had been
sharply increased, the mission work of the church was
raised by 200% and all outstanding bills retired. Be-
sides a rather large cash balance was on hand of some
$12,000, a building fund had been established and
money set aside for renovating the auditorium.”

The congregation was shocked and perplexed. They
could not account for it and immediately asked for an
explanation. Quietly the treasurer answered, “Most of
you bring your grain to my elevator. As you did busi-
ness with me, I simply withheld ten percent on your
behalf and gave it to the church in your name. You

never missed it."—Selected O
£
God’s Perfect Judgment

WHEN THE DAY of Judgment has come, and all of
mankind has been judged, no one will doubt the wis-
dom of God’s judgment in one way or another. God is
perfect, and likewise His judgment will be perfect and
beyond question as to why one is lost or saved. a

L0

‘“Wine is a mocker, strong drink
is raging: and whosoever is deceived

| therebyis not wise”—Proverbs 20:1

NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS: JEGibbons@InfoAve.Net
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