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“Preach the Word” (I Timothy 4:2) ® “Feed the Flock” (I Peter 5:2)

“GOD IS FAITHFUL*

® By JAMES E. GIBBONS—1535 Fairfield Dr.
Mount Airy, NC 27030 USA

“GOD IS FAITHFUL.” This statement

and expression is found two times in

the epistle of I Corinthians (I Corinthi-
ans 1:9; 10:13). The same truth repeatedly appears
throughout the Bible, but is stated in different
terms. This means that God is trustworthy, reliable,
and dependable. He is the essence and totality of
truth and consistency. He can be trusted.

This is really good to know. Man cannot always be
trusted. Men may say one thing today and do another
tomorrow. Friends may become enemies. Politics and
politicians are synonymous with deceit. Underhanded
dealings and dog-eat-dog tactics abound in the har-
rowed world of business and commerce. Marital infi-
delity is common. Religious apostasy engulfs the land.

But, thanks be to God, “God is faithful.” With this
short and simple statement of truth in mind, let us en-
ter into a short and simple study of some of the great-
est, yet simple, truths. On it hangs all of our hopes.

l. GOD IS FAITHFUL IN HIS PROMISE
Impossible for Ged to Lie

We are told in the Bible that “with God all things
are possible” (Matthew 19:26). But Scripture must be
understood in the light of other Scripture. We find an
exception to this in Titus 1:2. Here it states that we
have “hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world began.” Hebrews 6:18 more
emphatically asserts that it is “impossible for God to
lie.” God, being God, is the totality and essence of
truth. The Spirit of God is the Spirit of truth (John
14:16,17; 15:26; 16:13; I John 5:6). Therefore, when
God speaks, it stands; it is for eternity. “For ever, O
LORD, thy word is settled in heaven” (Psalms 119:89).
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35; I Peter 1:25). Yes,
His words can be relied upon, What He says will come
to pass. Even as God said, “So shall my word be that
goeth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void,
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but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).

~ “GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS”

T. O. Chisholm
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The “Seed” of the Woman

God is faithful in His Word in the promise of the
coming Savior and in the fulfillment of this promise.
The coming of such a Savior is first mentioned in
Genesis 3:15. Man had sinned and fallen. As God
speaks to the different parties involved, and in par-
ticular to Satan, He said, “And I will put enmity be-
tween thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed: it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise

(Continued on Page 13)
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—THANK YOU—

Proverbially
SPEAKING...

THE HEART of the matter is the
heart—Is your heart right with God?

Character is not just the principle
thing in life, it is everything (because
that is what you are).

We need to have a mind-set of a mind
set on heaven (Colossians 3:1-4).

It is great to be able to stand on your
own two feet, but of little consequence
unless you go somewhere.

Unless God is in the picture, every-
thing else is out of focus.

We need to stand on the Word of God,
and that alone, even if it means stand-
ing alone.

Put God first and everything else will
fittingly fall into place.

If Christians are the light of the world
Matthew 5:14), their own world will
light up also.

That which we fail to use we lose.

The impact of one little drop of water
by itself is very limited, and will scon
dry up and be gone, but thousands of
drops together become refreshing rain, a
rushing stream, or a beautiful lake (and
an extended blessing to all). O

EDITORIAL
COMMENTS

GOD HAS SPOKEN AND GOD SPEAKS

OD HAS SPOKEN and continues to speak to man. The
G writer of the book of Hebrews declares, “God who at sun-

dry times and in divers [diverse, varied] manners [ways]
spake in times past unto the prophets, hath in these last days spo-
ken unto us by his Son...” To start with in the garden of Eden, God
spoke audibly and directly to Adam and Eve. But sin entering the
picture brought their fall and alienation from God. The close rela-
tionship was broken, and God communicated with them and their
descendants from afar. During the Patriarchal age it was indi-
rectly through the heads of families and tribes. Sometimes it was
by visions and dreams; sometimes otherwise. The law was given
through Moses for the whole nation of Israel. God began a special
relationship with these people so that He eventually could speak
to all of us through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. This was a
time of preparation and revelation as his scheme of redemption
was being unfolded to man. During this time, “holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost [Spirit]” (II Peter
1:21). Now with the coming of Christ and the giving of the New
Testament, we have God’s completed and final revelation to man.
No other such revelation is promised, expected, or needed. God has
spoken (past tense), but He continues to speak to us through that
spoken Word. Let us listen.

Aside from inspired revelation, God also continues to speak to
us in other ways. Just look at His creation. “The heavens declare
the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork”
(Psalms 19:1). Awesome omnipotent power harnessed by nothing
less than supreme intelligence (and defined by man in terms of
consistent, scientific laws) emphatically speaks to us of an Al-
mighty, Omniscient Being (Romans 1:19,20). In this way God
speaks loud and clear if man would but listen. He is there.

God spoke to ancient Israel many times in judgment. Just read
the prophets. The Israelites were God’s chosen people for the pur-
pose of bringing the Savior into the world (Genesis 12:1-3; Gala-
tians 4:4). When they got out of line, God let them know about it.
At times other nations oppressed them. Along with the sword,
they faced pestilence. There came the devouring locusts. They ex-
perienced earthquake and radical disturbances in the weather
pattern. God has no nation as his chosen people today, just the
church (I Peter 2:9; Romans 9:8), but nevertheless we are made to
wonder about the things that are happening to this country. Gen-
erically He is telling us something.
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The great truth of Proverbs 14:34 hits us between
the eyes. “Righteousnes exalteth a nation: but sin is a
reproach to any people.” Righteousness exalts the na-
tion that exalts righteousness. It's that simple. Prov-
erbs 11:19 reads, “As righteousness tendeth to life: so
he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death.”
(Yes, “the wages of sin is death,” Romans 6:23). And
Psalms 9:17 reads, “The wicked shall be turned into
hell [Sheol], and all the nations that forget God.” The
seeds of judgment and destruction are built into the
very structure of sin itself. Sooner or later the day of
reckoning wiil come. If a nation’s leaders and its peo-
ple do not recognize the enormity of sin, and exalt
righteousness, we are in bad trouble. The unbridled
practice of wickedness is self-destructive. Eternal
judgment also awaits.

God has spoken, and God speaks. He speaks His
truth and the reality of Himself. This is done by revela-
tion as evidenced in His Word, by His creation, and
even in warnings and judgment at times. He is trying
to get our attention, to tell us something. We are ac-
countable beings. May we listen. d

m

EDITORIAL
Byways

(A blitz of advertising seems to be under way by the
Mormons on television, we understand. The following letter
was written 18 years ago when they had advertising cov-
ering several pages in the Reader’s Digest. Then there is
the follow-up to the letter. Since people know so littie about
the Bible today, we think it timely to re-run this material.
Check it out.—Editor).

(1) LETTER SENT TO MORMON CHURCH
(1980)

MORMON CHURCH
P.0. Box 30700
Salt Lake City, Utah 84150

Gentlemen:

I read with much interest your attractive 8-page
advertisement in the October issue of Reader's Digest.
Some of the things I read in your advertisement im-
mediately brought some questions to mind on my part.
I am no authority on the Mormon religion. However, I
have spent considerable time with the Bible. This is
what prompts the questions, and especially since you
mentioned that the Bible was one of the “Mormon’s
sacred books” and since you stated that the Mormons
were committed to spreading “the gospel of Jesus
Christ to all people, everywhere.”

First, my attention is drawn to what you call these
young men who are sent out, as you religiously call
them “elders.” As one familiar with the Bible this is
confusing to me. The word “elder” means an older man
(not a young man), and to qualify to be an elder in the

Biblical sense in the Lord’s church (among other
things), one must be married and the father of chil-
dren (1 Timothy 3:1-5; Titus 1: 5-7)

Then, I read on the fourth page of your advertise-
ment: “The Mormon doctrine of Eternal Marriage
holds that Mormon marriages are forever: Men and
women, married in a Mormon Temple, form a holy
relationship that will endure beyond the grave, in re-
union with each other, and in life everlasting with God
and the Savior.”

This brings another question. Have you never read
the words of the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 22:23-
30? Your teaching is just opposite of what He taught
in the Bible (and you claim the Bible as one or your
“sacred books”). Notice in detail: “The same day came
to him the Sadducees, which say that there is no res-

‘urrection, and asked him, saying, Master, Moses said,

If a man die, having no children, his brother shall
marry his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.
Now there were with us seven brethren: and the first,
when he had married a wife, deceased, and, having no
issue, left his wife unto his brother: Likewise the sec-
ond also, and the third, unto the seventh. And last of
all the woman died also. Therefore in the resurrection
whose wife shall she be of seven? For they all had her.
Jesus answered and said unto them, “Ye do err, not
knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God. For in
the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in
marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven...”

Furthermore, you continued in your advertisement
by speaking about “baptism by proxy” which the
Mormon Church practiced and saying that the de-
ceased wife of this man could join him in his conver-
sion and in Eternal Marriage.

IfI read the Bible correctly, it seems to me that the
nature and guilt of sin is personal (Romans 3:23, etc.)
and consequently salvation must be on a personal ba-
sis. The great commission instructed that the gospel
be preached to every person, and “He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved...” (Mark 16:15, 16).
“EVERYONE” was to repent and be baptized (Acts
2:38). They were further admonished: “Save YOUR-
SELVES from this untoward generation” (Acts 2:40).
Peter said, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted,
that YOUR SINS may be blotted out...” (Acts 3:19).
Acts 17:30 states that “ALL. MEN EVERYWHERE”
are commanded to repent because “ALL MEN” must
personally face God in judgement. Paul says that in
the Day of Judgment “EVERY KNEE shall bow “ and
“EVERY TONGUE confess to God. So then EVERY-
ONE of us shall give account of himself to God” (Ro-
mans 14:11,12). No one can accept Christ for us, be
baptized for us, nor live our lives for us. It is a per-
sonal matter. And when death comes, no one can die
for us, for each of us must “walk that lonesome valley.”

Your advertisement in more ways than one leaves
me confused. You quote the great commission, “Go you

{Continued on Next Page)
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(Continued from Preuvious Page)

therefore, and teach all nations.” And speak of the
“commitment to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to
all people, everywhere” by the Mormon Church. You
call the Bible a “sacred book.” BUT THEN you speak
of “the divine revelations that led him (Joseph Smith)
to establish the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints” (in the last century).

This seems like a great contradiction to me since
you claim to be working under the great commission
and to be spreading the gospel commissioned by
Christ. The preaching orders involved preaching what
was revealed to them in the first century and it in-
volved “teaching them to observe all things whatso-
ever I HAVE COMMANDED you” (what Christ com-
manded, Matthew 28:18-20). They were to preach the
message that was commissioned then (at that time)
“unto the end of the world [age].” That commission
was not to preach a “revelation” that came along hun-
dreds of years later. Jesus had told his disciples that
the Holy Spirit would guide them into ALL TRUTH
(John 16:13; 14:26). This the Holy Spirit did, and it
has been written down in the New Testament Scrip-
tures. Jude wrote that the faith had once and for all
been delivered unto the saints (Jude 3). We are
warned that if we add to or take from the book of the
Holy Scriptures the plagues mentioned therein will be
added to us and our names taken from the book of life
(Revelation 22:18,19). The inspired apostle Paul de-
clared, “But though we, or AN ANGEL from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let him be accursed” (Gala-
tians 1:8). It looks to me like all these Scriptures
should tell us something.

Then to add to the confusion it is said that Joseph
Smith established the “Church of Jesus Christ” in the

last century about 1900 years removed from Christ. I
humbly say this doesn’t make sense to me for Jesus
said in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Christ
established his church in the first century. From Acts
2:47 onward it is spoken of as a reality, something in
existence then (Acts 2:47; 8:1; Romans 16:16; I Corin-
thians 1:2; etc.). The “gates of hell” would not prevail
against His church.

These are some things that caught my attention in
your ad in the October issue of the Readers Digest.
Like I said, I don’t know much about the Mormon re-
ligion, but I have studied the Bible. My knowledge of
the Bible has prompted me to ask these questions. IF
you folks believe the Bible to be the Word of Ged, per-
haps it would be good to clear up the confusion. The
Reader's Digest is read by millions of people and the
relationship of the Mormon religion to the Christianity
of the New Testament is not clear...especially to me.

Sincerely,

James K. Gibbons
13

===}

(2) FOLLOW-UP ON
LETTER TO MORMON CHURCH

1 HAVE just mentioned the 8-page ad the Mormon
Church had in the Reader’s Digest (October 1980). In
view of what I knew about the Bible, this prompted
me to ask several questions. Certainly no one should
be offended by this (or even by a public examination of
their religion) since the advertisement is appealing to
the general public. If they have truth that I don’t have,
I want it. A letter was received from Salt Lake City,
but my questions were not directly dealt with or an-
swered in the letter. On the other hand, some pam-
phlets and material more of a nature to orient me with
the Mormon Church were enclosed. However, what
Salt Lake City had not done, two fine looking young
Mormon “elders” locally came by to do, having seen
the letter in my publication, The Sword and Staff.

I was in the print shop in my basement, press
inked, and working away. I was interrupted by my
son, who said there were two men from the Mormon
Church to see me. I told him that if they wanted to
talk with me to come on down. The two men turned
out to be two young fellows.

With smiling faces and hand shakes warm and
friendly, projecting every bit of the image of the “eld-
ers” portrayed in the Reader’s Digest ad, they intro-
duced themselves. They said they had come to answer
my questions. I told them I had ink on the press, but if
we could talk while I was printing that would be fine.
However, there would be one condition. We would use
only the Bible in our discussions. They consented (al-
though, I felt, for tactical reasons).
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I got my Bible. I reviewed the letter I had written,
pointing out the questions the Reader's Digest ad had
prompted. There were basically four questions (I said):
(1) concerning why these young men were called “cld-
ers’; (2) concerning “eternal marriage,” which they
teach; (3) concerning baptism by proxy (in the place of
someone who is dead); (4) and the fourth question
boiled down to the matter of modern day revelations.

“First, this matter of you fellows being called ELD-
ERS,” I confronted them with friendly force, “If you are
an elder, I am a teenager.” I emphasized that the very
word for elder in the New Testament (presbuteros)
meant an older person, that it was used applied to an
older person who was an officer in the church, and that
one of the qualifications for the office was to be a mar-
ried family man (Titus 1:5-7; I Timothy 3:1-7).

With an assured and knowing smile, one of my
young visitors who was more aggressive than the other
(in a friendly way) informed me that I had misapplied
one of the Scriptures (Titus 1:5-7), that an elder and a
bishop were two different offices. My Mormon visitors
were elders and not bishops—and that there were eld-
ers in two different orders of priesthood, the Aaronic
and that of Melchisedec.

I said, “Wait a minute. Let’s open the Bible and nail
this thing down as we go along.” Whereupon I turned
to Titus 1:5-7 and read aloud, “For this cause left I
thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the
things that are wanting, and ordain ELDERS in every
city, as I had appointed thee: If any be blameless, the
husband of one wife, having faithful children, not ac-
cused of riot or unruly. For a BISHOP must be
blameless...” Here I pointed out that the words EL-
DER and BISHOP were used interchangeably, refer-
ring to the one and same office or person. (This is fur-
ther verified in Acts 20:17,18, where Paul is talking to
elders of the church at Ephesus. They are called EL-
DERS in verse 17 and in verse 28 they are called
OVERSEERS. The word OVERSEER is episkopos in
the original Greek New Testament, being the identical
word that is translated BISHOP in Titus 1:7, KJV).

As I stressed the truth and clarity of these Scrip-
tures to my listeners, I was told that it was a matter of
interpretation and that I was now arguing (cbviously
saying this serves as good answers when none others
are readily available). I was told that they did not ar-

Jehovah Elohim

Jehovah Elohim, that is His Holy Name;
The God of all most High from age to age the
same;
The El Shaddai, Almighty in Eternal Power
By Whom we live and are sustained with life
each hour.
—By James E., Gibbons

gue, that they testified. That they could not convince
or convert anyone, only God could do this. That if we
wanted to know the truth, we should pray te know it. I
quoted to them where we are told to “search the Scrip-
tures,” that the Holy Spirit guided the apostles into
ALL TRUTH (John 16:13), and that we have it in the
Scriptures. Paul plainly told Timothy that the Scrip-
tures are “profitable for doctrine; for reproof [proving
over again], for correction, for instruction in right-
eousness: That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works” (Il Timothy
3:16,17). We are commanded to study to show our-
selves approved (II Timothy 2:15). If we want the
truth, we have it in the Bible.

This matter of thinking that there are really such
orders as the priesthood of Aaron and of Mechisedec for
us in the church today was really mind-boggling to me.
In all kindness, I just couldnt see how anyone could
believe that (on the basis of the Bible). I was told that it
was taught in the book of Hebrews, whereupon I sug-
gest we turn there and read (but we never got arcund to
it). The 7th chapter of Hebrews mentions the priest-
hood of Melchisedec (one man). This man was a priest
way back in the time of Abraham. We have no record of
the beginning of his priesthood or the end of it. There is
a lesson drawn here applied to the priesthood of Christ.
Christ is now our high priest in heaven who lives for-
ever to make intercession for us. Christ is the only high
priest; there is no other today (I Timothy 2:5). As far as
the priesthood of Aaron is concerned, that was part of
the Old Testament Jewish system which terminated
when Jesus died on the cross and the New Testament
began (Hebrews 9:11,12; Galatians 3:24,25; Colossians
2:14; Hebrews 9:15-17). We have no separate priest-
hood from the people today. Christ is the great high
priest in heaven (Hebrews 7:24-26; Hebrews 10:19-21)
and every Christian is a priest before God (I Peter 2:5,9;
Hebrews 10:21,22). This is what has been called the
priesthood of believers.

For some reason during the course of our conversa-
tion with my friendly visitors we failed to get involved
with the second and third questions I had asked. The
second question concerned their teaching that there is
eternal marriage beyond this life, whereas Jesus said
that we would be as the angels in heaven—neither
married nor given in marriage (Matthew 22:23-30).
And the third question had to do with their practice of
being baptized in the place of someone who has died
never accepting Christ.

However, we did touch somewhat upon the fourth
question before they left. It concerns modern day
revelations. As is commonly known, they believe that
Joseph Smith received the Book of Mormon as a reve-
lation from heaven in the last century (the 1800s).
Also, our discussion uncovered their beliefs in contin-
ued revelations today to the “apostles” in their church.
They believe that we still have the spiritual gifts wit-
nessed in the early church, too.

(Continued on Next Page)
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(Continued from Previous Page)

In response to this, let me say again that we have
“ALL TRUTH” (God’s completed revelation) in the
form of the Bible, the New Testament. The Holy Spirit
guided the apostles into “ALL TRUTH” (John 16:13).
The revelation was made to the apostles and prophets
in the early church (Ephesians 3:5), and is now re-
corded in the Holy Scriptures. We have already
pointed out from Il Timothy 3:16 and 17 that the
Scriptures are “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the
man of God may be perfect, THROUGHLY FUR-
NISHED UNTO ALL GOOD WORKS.” Peter tells us
that “His [God’s] divine power hath given unto us ALL
THINGS that pertain unto life and godliness, through
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and
virtue” (II Peter 1:3). According to Jude 3, the faith
has once and for all been delivered to the saints. The
New Testament is called an “everlasting covenant”
(Hebrews 13:20). In other words, Christianity is a
completed religion, God’s final revelation to man, and
the Bible is a closed book (no more is to be added).
Consider Galatians 1:8 and Revelation 22:18 and 19.

And that brings us to this matter of apostles and the
other inspired men, prophets. As Ephesians 3:5 said,
the revelation of the New Testament had been made to
them. The church is “built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone” (Ephesians 2:20). In other words,
the church is built upon the truth of the deity of Christ,
and the truth revealed to the apostles and prophets.
There are no more apostles and prophets in the ¢hurch
today than there is another Christ. Foundations are
laid only once, and ours is sure and steadfast. The
truth has been established, confirmed. It is ours. It is
here to build on.

I asked one of my young visitors what an apostle
was, since it claimed they are in the Mormon Church
today (and since it is claimed that they get revelations
in addition to that of Joseph Smith). I kept asking
what an apostle was. I finally got the answer that they
were Christ’s representatives and witnesses. The last
word was the one I wanted. Pressing further, I asked,
“Witnesses of what?” He didn't get the point, so I
turned to Acts 1:22 and read. As Matthias replaced
the fallen Judas as an apostle, this condition or quali-
fication was laid down, “Beginning from the baptism
of John, unto that same day that he was taken up
from us, must one be ordained to be a WITNESS
WITH US OF HIS RESURRECTION.” That the apos-
tles were the personal and official eyewitnesses of
Christ and his resurrection is stressed throughout the
book of Acts (Acts 1:8,22; 2:32; 4:20,33; etc.). (A person
can not be a witness in court unless he has seen some-
thing with his own eyes). In this capacity they con-

firmed the truthfulness of the message and got the
church started. Their work was singular and unique.
Obviously no living person today could qualify to be an
apostle, nor is the work of an apostle needed. The
church has been started and their inspired teachings
endure in the form of the New Testament Scriptures.
(Likewise, the gift of prophecy, along with the other
supernatural gifts of the Spirit, ceased in time, I Cor-
inthians 13:8-10; etc.).

When I said that to be an apostle one would have
had to have been upon this earth when Jesus was here
and to have seen him in his resurrection with one’s
own eyes (among other things), I was told that this
was just a matter of interpretation. (But read Acts
1:22 again, and see for yourself what it says).

As we continued talking, as a matter of conversa-
tion, I asked, “If there is such a thing as modern day
revelations, whom should we listen to?” The Mormons
are not the only ones making this claim, and different
groups are teaching different things. I was told that
we should pray that God would show us the truth. My
visitors said they couldn’t convince anyone, only God
could do this.

Whereupon I reminded them that the Bible claims
to be the truth (John 17:17; I Peter 1:25), and if we
followed the Bible alone we wouldn't have to worry
about the various contradictory modern-day “revela-
tions” being true or false. We know the Bible is God’s
Word. It is the truth.

This led me to suggest that their Book of Mormons
should be in harmony with the Bible, if it is a revela-
tion as they claim. God doesn’t contradict Himself.

And this brought us back to where we had started.
When I had written the letter in response to the ad-
vertisement in the Reader's Digest, | said that I didn’t
know much about the Mormon religion, but I had
spent considerable time with the Bible. Therefore, my
knowledge of the Bible prompted the questions 1
wrote. Several things I read in the ad didn’t level with
what I knew about the Bible. There had to be an ex-
planation.

Time had slipped by in a hurry. With a few mess-
ups, I had continued printing while talking. The young
Mormon “elders,” deciding the time had come to end
their visit, left the way they had come—very friendly
and undaunted. They certainly were gentlemen, but it
didn’t seem to bother them in the least that they hadn’t
answered my questions satisfactorily. They promised
to drop by if they were ever in that neighborhood.
Good-naturedly, I said, “You fellows haven't answered
any of my questions. But if at any time you want to
write down the answers from THE BIBLE on a piece
of paper and hand them to me, that will be fine.” With
that they smilingly left. The “any time” never came,
and the answers were never received. m)

m
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A Serigs Involving the Bible and Prophecy...

The Jews’ Time
Out

Has Ru

® By DAVID VAUGHN ELLIOTT
1805 McBride Road—Mt. Airy, NC 27030

Jews. Others have special feelings against them.

Some believe the Jews are God’s chosen people.
Others want to blot them off the face of the earth.

Why are there Jews in the world, anyway? Where

did they come from? Are the Jews still God’s special
nation? Were they ever?

Nothing to Brag About

Without question, the central nation of the Qld Tes-
tament is the Jewish nation. It does not take deep Bi-
ble study, however, to discover that the Jews did not
become a nation through their own greatness, good-
ness, intelligence or power. Without the special inter-
vention of Almighty God, the Jews (first known as
children of Israel) would never even have existed.

Fact one: to get the children of Israel off to a start,
God promised a son to a woman who was childless and
past menopause. She laughed behind His back. But
Sarah had relations with Abraham, anyway, and gave
birth to a son. Read about it in Genesis 18 and 21.

Fact two: the children of Israel arose from being
slaves in Egypt to becoming the leading nation of the
Middle East. This only happened, however, through
innumerable interventions of God. From the ten
plagues in Egypt to the fall of Jericho (and beyond),
God’s power was the moving force all the way.

Fact three: time would fail to list all the sins of the
Israelites from the day they came out of Egypt. God
did not bless them because of their own goodness.
“Therefore understand that the LORD your God is not
giving you this good land to possess because of your
righteousness, for you are a stiff-necked people” (Deu-
teronomy 9:6).

In the days of Jesus, many Jews lived with the pre-
sumption that they were the chosen people of God—
without consideration of how they lived. John the bap-
tizer blasted this self-righteous view. “ ‘Bear fruits

SOME PEOPLE HAVE a special feeling for the

worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to your-
selves, “We have Abraham as our father.” For I say to
you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham
from these stones’ ” (Luke 3:8). No, the Jews have
nothing to brag about on their own.

Chosen with the World in View

The dews were so often near-sighted. Many relig-
ious people today are just as near-sighted on behalf of
the Jews. They think of the Jews as being blessed of
God for the Jews’ own sakes. They make a distinction
between God’s plans for the Jews and God’s plans for
the whole world. The truth, however, is quite the op-
posite. God’s working with the Jews from beginning to
end was for the purpose of blessing the entire world.

From the start, Almighty God chose Israel with the
whole world in view. When God first called Abraham,
He promised him, “I will make you a great nation.”
But He quickly added: “And in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:1-3). Later, at
God’s command, Abraham was about to do the unbe-
lievable (sacrifice his only son). Because of such faith,
God intervened and confirmed His promise: “In your
seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed”
(Genesis 22:18).

Several Scriptures explain how all the nations of
the earth were to be blessed through the descendants
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Israel). Not the least of
these is Daniel's 70-week prophecy.

God Sets a Time Limit

The 70-week prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27) is more
than a prediction of certain events which were to tran-
spire in the nation of Israel. This extraordinary proph-
ecy dares to predict when! Verse 24 sets a time limit
on God’s working through the Jews and Jerusalem.
“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for
your holy city.” Verse 25 sets the time for the arrival of
the Messiah.

“Know therefore and understand,

That from the going forth of the command

To restore and build Jerusalem

Until Messiah the Prince,

There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks”

(Daniel 9:25).
Seven plus 62 makes 69 weeks. That’s about one year
and four months. But, 69 weeks from when to when?
According to the text, the 69 weeks start with an order
to restore and build Jerusalem. They end with the ar-
rival of Messizgh.

Daniel received this prophecy in the first year of
Darius, 538 B.C. Two years later (536 B.C.), the Jews
began returning from captivity to Jerusalem. The pro-
cess of rebuilding the temple and the city of Jerusalem
was very long, some 100 years. The counting of the 69
(and 70) weeks has to begin sometime during this 100-
year period.

{Continued on Next Page)
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There are those who would like us to believe that
they interpret all prophecy literally. That simply is
not true. Nobody does! People of all prophetic view-
points agree in this: the 70 weeks cannot be taken lit-
erally. If we start to count 69 literal weeks (16
months), starting anytime between 536 B.C. and 436
B.C., we simply end up with nothing. No one can find
a fulfillment to the prophecy within that time
frame—no Messiah; nothing. The truth is that God’s
Word, including prophecy, is just like our everyday
speech. It is filled with figurative language. (See for-
mer article: Prophecy: Literal or Figurative?)

To the extent possible, we must allow Scripture
itself to give us the keys to figurative interpretations.
As for time spans, there is no better key than that
which God gave Ezekiel. “T have laid on you a day for
each year” (Ezekiel 4:6). Sixty-nine weeks is 483 days.
Take a day for a year, and it becomes 483 years. If you
start from 536 B.C. and count 483 years, you arrive at
53 B.C. On the other hand, if you start from 436 B.C.
and count 483 years, you arrive at 47 A.D. So, in the
most general terms, Daniel prophesied that the Mes-
siah would come somewhere between 50 B.C. and 50
A.D. He certainly did come within that time!

The Jews a Blessing

The point is that, apart from exact dates, God had
very special plans to fulfill no later than the first cen-
tury A.D. It all had to do with the Jews and their holy
city, Jerusalem, (Exact dates will be examined in a
future article.)

It is no secret that Jesus was a Jew, of the tribe of
Judah, of the house of David, a descendent of Abraham.
It is no secret that the most important way in which the
Jews have blessed all nations is by giving us the Lord
Jesus Christ in the flesh. Though the Jews often
thought (and still think) that the Messianic hope was
for them alone, it is no secret that the Messianic hope
was and is the hope of the whole world. Jesus is the Jew
believed on in all nations of the earth!

In 70 weeks (490 years), it would happen to the
dews, Daniel prophesied. In 490 years, they would
produce, humanly speaking, the Messiah. What would
the Messiah accomplish? That's what the opening
verse of the prophecy is all about: verse 24. Gabriel
says to Daniel that God had reserved 490 years in
which to accomplish His most important work for the
human race.

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and
for your holy city” (9:24). God had 490 years left in
which to use the Jews. In the twentieth century, it is
unacceptable to push the 70th week yet into the fu-
ture, as is popularly done. In that case, it should have
been a 350-week prophecy! Gabriel did not say, “350
weeks are determined.” He said, “Seventy weeks are

determined.” He prophesied that God, through the
Jews and Jerusalem, would accomplish six vital goals
within the first century of the Christian era. Almighty
God did, indeed, fulfill this wonderful prophecy. He
kept His word. Believe it!
The Work Of the Jewish Messiah

Six things were to be accomplished through the
Jews and Jerusalem (verse 24). They would, indeed,
be accomplished specifically through their Messiah the

{Continued on Page 11)
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READERS

...Response

APOLOGY: Please accept our humble apology for slowness in
getting correspondence answered. "We" have no staff of secre-
taries, etc. to handle such, and this is done by the "editor" as
time allows. Be it known that you are sincerely appreciated. 0O

FLORIDA:
B “Thank you so much for THE SWORD AND STAFF.

1 enjoy it so much and hope you will be able to continue
with it a long time to come...”

SOUTH CAROLINA:

W “A little to help defray your cost. Sure do enjoy the
paper.”

W “Your lessons on prophecy have been very enlighten-
ing. To date, I have presented your studies on the fol-
lowing topics: Why Study Prophecy?,’ Five Ways o
Unravel Prophecy,” Prophecy: Literal or Figurative?,” Is
Sunday the Lord’s Day?,’ ‘Sabbath—Shadow or Real-
ity?,” and now, Jesus, King of the Jews’...We have re-
ceived a great blessing from them. And for this we give
you our thanks...”

NORTH CAROLINA:

B “THE SWORD AND STAFF has such excellent arti-
cles. We'd like to keep getting it...”

TENNESSEE:

B “We certainly enjoyed the last SWORD AND STAFF.
Looking forward to the next one. Keep up the good
work and God bless.”

KENTUCKY:

B “Thanks for the paper—uwe really enjoy it very much.
Keep up the good work, and may the ‘Good Lord’ bless
you.”

OHIO:

B T first want to say how much I enjoy and utilize
. your publication THE SWORD AND STAFF. I began

preaching for a congregation last August and your
publication has been a great help to my work as a

young (experience-wise) evangelist... “Thank you for
your work for the Kingdom of Christ.” (e-mail)

B “Enclosed please find my contribution... We really
enjoy your magazine to the fullest extent. We are so
glad we have a man who will speak the true word of
God, not dodging any issues. We thank God for you.
And please keep telling it like it truly is. May God bless
and keep you.

“Here are some new people for your magazine...”

B 7 would like to start by saying thank you. Thank you
for your great publication. Thank you for your honesty.
Thank you for your devotion to the Word of God. Thank
you for continuing to send THE SWORD AND STAFF
to me despite my lack of support. Enclosed is a little bit
of help.

“The last time I wrote you I was in college and single.
Now, I'm working a job and married...I'm so happy to
be a Christian...He [the Lord] has blessed me with a
woman who not only knows what the Bible says about
wives, but also believes it and lives it. Praise God!
Godly women are very important to the well-being of
the church and family...

“Another suggested topic I have is unfortunately not
a positive topic. It seems I often point out what is
wrong with other religions and such, but it is needed.
Well, my idea is that you do an article on the Mormons.
I don’t even own a TV, but I'm always seeing the
church of...Latter Day Saints commercials on all of the
time when I visit friends or family. They are even on
the radio. I'm sure that most Christians (I'm using the
word strictly, I mean real Christians) know that the
Mormons are a cult. But, do many know about where
their Bible’ came from...Perhaps you could shed some
light on this in an article. Thanks for taking my sug-
gestion...”

Editor’'s Comment: You will find some material
involving the Mormons under “Editorial Byways” in
this issue of The Sword and Staff. This material is
also posted on our web page.

http://web.infoave.net/~jgibbons/index.htm

PENNSYLVANIA:

B “Please send me a copy of your magazine...” (e-mail,
web page response)
B “Please find enclosed our check for one subscription to
THE SWORD AND STAFF. Tharnk you for your time
and concern for Jesus and His church and the wonder-
ful faithful work of THE SWORD AND STAFF.”
W “You have out-done yourself in your recent publica-
tion which I received. Most informative, inspiring pub-
lication. I shared it with relatives...Could not believe
the wonderful reading material!

“..You really are serving God, and I thank you with
all of my heart for preaching and teaching His Word;
so easy to understand in your SWORD AND STAFF

publication.
(Continued on Next Page)
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(Continued from Previous Page)

“..Please don't stop helping us through your maga-
zine.”

NEW YORK:

B “This is just a note to let you know how much I en-
Joved your [web] site. Please send me a copy of your pa-
per and how I can subscribe...” (e-mail)

MICHIGAN:

W “We appreciate your work you do in and for the
kingdom of God.”

INDIANA:

B “Thank you for your magazine which is true to the
Word. Please send a copy of your POEMS OF THE
SOUL AND PROVERBS...”
B “Hi! I just read your first installment of articles
about Bible prophecy eniitled ‘Not One Stone Upon
Another,” in THE SWORD AND STAFF (Vol. 36, #2,
1998) and I loved it! I cannot wait to read the rest of
your studies. You obviously have put in a lot of diligent
study and careful research...”

(Editor’s Note: In this series on Bible prophecy
there have already been several studies, and plans are
for many others to follow. So, check them out).

MISSOURI:
W ‘Enclosed you will find a check...to help with the

paper. I really do enjoy reading it and so do the other
ones whose names I sent in. Please include...”

MINNESOTA:

B “Greetings from Minnesota! I want to thank you for
THE SWORD AND STAFF. It’s refreshing to find Bi-
ble Truth in a magazine today. Keep up the great work
you are doing. It is needed!

“T am sorry that I haven’t been of much help to you
financially in the past. Enclosed is a check to help you
with the high production costs.

“‘May God bless you!”

NEBRASKA:

B “When THE SWORD AND STAFF arrives I sit right
down and read it, go back and read it again...God
bless you and your work.”

M “We have enjoyed and needed your publication of
THE SWORD AND STAFF for many years.

“Thank you so very much for each and every article
you have taken time and effort to share with us. We
truly appreciate every single one of them.

“Your articles have enriched our lives and have
opened our eyes to our many faults. Thank you so
much! If we didn’t know, we couldn’t grow.

“Please send a copy of POEMS OF THE SOUL AND
PROVERBS, as I would like to use it when preparing
our weekly bulletin.

“May God bless you now and eternally for your faith-
fulness.”

TEXAS: _

M ‘7 just finished reading Volume 36, # 1 (As you can
see, I don't always get around to reading when things
are current). I thought it was one of the best you have
put out since I became acquainted with the publication.
I was especially delighted with the article, Be Filled
With The Spirit.” I thought it was really well done...
Also, the article The Suffering Servant’ was one of the
very best. May find myself trying to use it for a sermon
or maybe even a series of sermons in the future.

“Thanks for the good work. God bless you.” (e-mail)

COLORADO:

M “..Praise God that you have this homepage and
hopefully many people are witnessed to with this new
technology that everyone is into...I would like to start
receiving your publication of THE SWORD AND
STAFF...May God bless you in your endeavors for His
Kingdom.” (e-mail)

OREGON:

W “Thank you for your steadfastness and the joy you
give in your printings.”
PUERTO RICO:
B ‘My name is...I have now been receiving the maga-
zine for a couple of years, and it has been a blessing to
me. Today for the first time I got connected to your web
page, and I exhort you to continue doing such a mag-
nificent work to amplify and make known the Kingdom
of God in our midst. I congratulate you. Today, I have
just received the copy in Spanish and I am edified tre-
mendously with your analyses and studies of the Word.
I am delighted with ‘Proverbially Speaking.” Although
I consider myself bilingual, I would like for you to send
me the article ‘Be Filled With the Spirit’ i Spanish. I
printed it in English. That is, if you have it available
in Spanish or if you have some program to translate it.
It is in order to use it for a study in the Men’s Society of
the First Baptist Church of...” (e-mail, translated)
(Editor’s Note: The Spanish edition containing this
material is two issues behind the English, so the said
article will be available at that time).

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC:

B “Greetings from the sunny ‘Caribbean!”... Thank you
for ‘sticking’ with the Word.” (e-mail)

AUSTRALIA:

W “...I have just read and enjoyed very much volume 36
# 2. May the Lord richly bless your ministry. I would
like to purchase five books POEMS and PROVERBS...
Would you be willing to post a complimentary introduc-
tory copy of THE SWORD AND STAFF to a list of con-
cerned followers of Christ in Australia...?” (e-mail)

ITALY:

M “T am a full time preacher. I would like to receive your
publication. Could you send me a free sample issue and
the information about the subscription costs?” 0
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Prince (verse 25). The Messiah would also be “cut off’
(verse 26).

"Seventy weeks are determined

For your people and for your holy city,

To finish the transgression,

To make an end of sins,

To make reconciliation for iniquity,

To bring in everlasting righteousness,

To seal up vision and prophecy,

And to anoint the Most Holy” (Daniel 9:24),

In the first three items, Daniel foretells the solution
to the problem of “transgression,” “sins” and ¢ ‘miquity.”
A century and a half earlier, Isaiah had prophesied
the same thing. “But He was wounded for our trans-
gressions...And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity
of us all...You make His soul an offering for sin...He
bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the
transgressors” (Isaiah 53:5,6,10,12). Thus Isaiah pre-
dicted the supreme sacrifice of Jesus on Calvary's
cross. To accomplish this great cleansing, Messiah had
to be “cut off’ (Isaiah 53:8; Daniel 9:26). Two great
texts prophesy one great sacrificial death.

Notice that the six items to be accomplished are all
spiritual in nature. The Jews had 490 more years.
Within that time, they would be God’s means to bring
great spiritual blessings to the whole world. The first
four of the six items are such basic Gospel doctrines
that little discussion is necessary to show their fulfill-
ment.

Number One: “To finish the transgression.” “And
for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant,
by means of death, for the redemption of the trans-
gressions under the first covenant, that those who are
called may receive the promise of the eternal inheri-
tance” (Hebrews 9:15).

Number Two: “To make an end of sins.” Even before
Jesus’ ministry began, John the baptizer cried out re-
garding Him: “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world"” (John 1:29). Paul later
wrote: “knowing this, that our old man was crucified
with Him, that the body of sin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he
who has died has been ﬁ'eed from sin” (Romans 6:6,7).

BIBLE QUESTIONS -

1. Genesls 1:3; 2. It started out as one and’ became four‘

rs (Genesis 2:10);- 3. Sarah (Genesis 23:1,2); 4. Gene-
§i$ 28:10-22; 5. Numbers 15: 32-36; 6. Leviticus 10:1,2; '7:
‘Job 2:9; 8. Proverbs 6:6-11; . 9. Song of Solomon; .10,
Amos 1:1; 7:14,15; 11. Matthew 3:4; 12, Matthew 14:15-
‘2% 13. Matthew 15:32-39; 44, Matthew 26: 47-52; - Johny
18:10, 11,151 Connthlans 1:1;. 16. | Corinthians 15:14:
A] Ephesaans 6:10-20; 18. Hebrews 6:18,19; 19. Hebrews_
q 20 Lord of hosts (Romans 9 29 .James 5 4)

“At the end of the ages, He [Jesus] has appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself’ (Hebrews 9:26).
Number Three: “To make reconciliaticn for inig-
uity.” “And not only that, but we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received the reconciliation” (Romans 5:11).
“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to
Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing
their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the
word of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18,19).

Number Four: “To bring in everlasting righteous-
ness.” “But now the righteousness of God apart from
the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and
the Prophets [including Isaiah 53 and Daniel 9], even
the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus
Christ, to all and on all who believe...whom God set
forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to
demonstrate His righteousness...so that as sin reigned
in death, even so grace might reign through right-
eousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”
(Romans 3:21,22,25; 5:21).

These first four items may be summed up in one
verse: “that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3). These Scriptures in-
clude Isaiah 53 and Daniel 9.

The Sealing of Vision and Prophecy

The final two items of the six are more difficult to
understand. They are open to various interpretations
and, therefore, require deeper study.

Number Five: “To seal up vision and prophecy.” The
word seal may mean to affix a seal so as to authenti-
cate or establish official approval. See Esther 8:8 for an
example in ancient times. Even yet today, certain
documents require seals to make them legally binding.
Or, seal may mean to fasten up by sealing. Such seal-
ing may be symbolic and authoritative in nature, as
when Christ's tomb was sealed. On the other hand, it
may be more physical in nature, like using glue or
tape. See Job 41:1,15-17, where it expresses how the
scales of Leviathan were so tightly sealed.

Which is the meaning in Daniel? To give approval
or to close it up tight? Not an easy question. Perhaps
both are correct. Remember that the prophecy has to
do with Daniel’'s people, the Jews. God allotted them
70 weeks of years, which had to terminate no later
than the first century A.D. By the first century, Jew-
ish vision and prophecy had to be authenticated or be
closed up. Or, both. The fulfillment clarifies that both
took place.

In the first century, the Prophet of prophets came,
and Almighty God put His seal of approval upon Him.
“The Son of Man...because God the Father has set His
seal on Him" (John 6:27). As the Father said from
heaven: "You are My beloved Son; in You I am well
pleased." (Luke 3:22).

{Continued on Next Page)
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God put His stamp of approval also on all the Old
Testament prophets, by fulfilling their prophecies. As
Jesus explained to His apostles: “ ‘O foolish ones, and
slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have
spoken! Ought not the Christ to have suffered these
things and to enter into His glory? And beginning at
Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in
all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself”
(Luke 24:25-27). Thus, Old Testament vision and
prophecy were sealed in the sense of receiving the best
possible stamp of approval: fulfillment.

On the other hand, Jewish vision and prophecy
were also sealed up by coming to an end. "For all the
prophets and the law prophesied until John” (Matthew
11:13). These words have a ring of finality to them.
John the baptizer was the last prophet of the Jewish
nation. Why final? “God, who at various times and in
various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His
Son” (Hebrews 1:1,2). John did the final preparation
for the Messiah, Jesus. Jesus was the great Prophet of
“these last days,” God’s superior and final Messenger
for the final age, the church age.

For a limited time there were lesser prophets in the
Lord’s church. But these latter prophets were not
prophets of physical Israel. They were prophets of the
Lord’s church, without regard to nationality. In the
Lord’s church, “there is neither Jew nor Greek” (Gala-
tians 3:28). Physical Israel ceased being God’s mes-
sage-bearer to the world.

Jewish vision and prophecy were thus sealed in
both senses. They were sealed with the divine stamp of
approval via their fulfillment; and, at the same time,
they were sealed shut in the sense of coming to an end.

The Anointing of the Most Holy

Number Six: “To anoint the Most Holy.” The mosi
holy what? To discover the possibilities, the words
must first be examined in their Old Testament con-
text. A study of the word anointed in the Old Testa-
ment reveals that both persons and things were
anointed. Both sacred and day-to-day anointings took
place. Thus, the possibilities are many.

The words most holy, on the other hand, have a
more restricted use. The expression occurs about 45
times in the Old Testament. Most holy is the usual
translation when the Hebrew text doubles the word
holy. Some scholars render it holy of holies when it re-
fers to the innermost sanctuary of the tabernacle or
temple. The Hebrew expression most holy seldom, if
ever, refers to people.

A study of the texts where most holy appears, re-
veals that the expression usually refers in some way to
the tabernacle or temple. It frequently refers to what
we call the holy of holies. Even more frequently, it re-

fers to the offerings in the tabernacle. In addition, it is
sometimes used of the tabernacle as a whole or of the
furniture in the tabernacle-temple. Therefore, it seems
entirely appropriate to apply Daniel's words “anocint
the Most Holy” to the temple or things related to the
temple.

But, what temple? The context, as has been seen,
prophesies the work of the Messiah. The context also
foretells the utter destruction of the Jewish temple.
Sacred anointing carries the idea of setting apart for
God's service. It would be difficult to fit into Jesus’
ministry the idea of setting apart the Jewish temple
for the service of God. Indeed, with the redemptive
work of the Messiah taking away sin, the very opposite
took place. The veil of that temple was rent in two mi-
raculously from top of bottom. God had no more use for
that Jewish temple and called upon the Romans to
destroy it in 70 A. D.

However, there is another temple. Jesus said, “on
this rock I will build My church” (Matthew 16:18).
Later, this church is called the temple of God. “Do you
not know that you are the temple of God and that
the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16;
bold emphasis added). Just as “God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 10:38), so the
church could be considered as anointed with the Holy
Spirit in Acts 2. See, also, 2 Corinthians 1:21,22. Bear
in mind that Daniel’s reference to the most holy is part
of a prophecy about the Jews and Jerusalem. Jesus’
church began precisely with the Jews in Jerusalem.

The book of Hebrews would suggest even more con-
cerning the most holy and the work of Messiah. “But
into the second part [the holy of holies] the high priest
went alone once a year, not without blood...It was
symbolic...But Christ...with His own blood...entered
the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained
eternal redemption...For Christ has not entered the
holy places made with hands, which are copies of the
true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the pres-
ence of God for us’ (Hebrews 9:7-12,24; bold emphasis
added).

Although the word anointed is not used here, the
word purified or cleansed is (verse 23). Jesus surely
dedicated and set apart heaven itself in a unique way
by entering there with his blood sacrifice to cleanse it.
Thus it is quite reasonable to consider that the work of
the Messiah brought about the anointing of the en-
tire tabernacle-temple. Both the holy place (the
church) and the most holy place (heaven) may be con-
sidered as anointed. They were both set apart to God’s
service, through the most holy sacrifice of Christ.

The Jews’ Time Has Run Out
In and of themselves, the Jews are no more impor-
tant, nor less important, than any other nation. God
never considered them His chosen people with just
their own special blessing in mind. God brought them
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into existence to bless the whole world. That blessing
could come only through the promised Messiah.

More than five centuries before the Messiah came,
God’s angel Gabriel revealed to Daniel that the Jews,
Jerusalem and the temple were to begin a countdown.
Then there would be only 490 years left for God to
complete His purposes through them.

Near the end of those 490 years, the Messiah did, in
fact, come and was “cut off” to take away the sin of the
world. Then, once the Messiah’s church was well es-
tablished and the Jews had ample opportunity to re-
pent and surrender to Him, God utterly destroyed
their temple and city. The Jews who survived were
scattered to the four winds. Their allotted time had
come to an end.

Now that the Messiah has come for the salvation of
the whole world, “there is neither Jew nor Greek.” The
Jews are now on the same footing as everybody else.
As a special people, they have served their purpose.
God chose the Jews to bless you and me. He kept His
promise. He did it on time. '

Note by author: This is the second article regarding
Daniel's seventy-week prophecy and Jesus’ enfargement
upon it. Look for more in future issues.

Scripture in the preceding article is taken from the New King

James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used
by permission. All rights reserved.
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“GOD IS FAITHFUL*

(Continued from Page 1)
his heel.” There would be an ongoing struggle between
right and wrong. Finally of the seed of the woman
there would be one to bring a crushing blow to the
devil. This one of the seed of woman is distinguished
from the others by use of the words “it” and “his.”

Abraham’s “Seed”

Years later with the call of Abraham we see that
God had not forgotten His promise. The account reads,
“Now the LORD had said unto Abram [Abraham), Get
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and
from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew
thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt
be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee,
and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 12:1-3). The
descendants of Abraham; the nation of Israel, would
be the vehicle of bringing the Savior into the world.
Promise of the coming seed is repeatedly made to
Abraham and his posterity (Genesis 22:18; 26:4).

Finally David

This promise is kept alive with Abraham, Issac,
and Jacob. Then from the twelve sons of Jacob, the
promise is narrowed down to Judah. On his death-

bed, speaking prophetically, old Jacob said, “The
septre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver
from between his feet, until Shiloh [bearer of tran-
quility, peace] come; and unto him shall the gath-
ering of the people be” (Genesis 49:10). From the
tribe of Judah, David continues this narrowing line-
age. In fact, he becomes the prophetic prototype of
the very “seed” himself. The Savior would be called
the son of David when he came.

God Keeps His Promise

God is faithful in what He says. He keeps His
promise. “But when the fulness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of woman...” (Galatians
4:4). Paul further speaks of “the gospel of God (Which
he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy
scriptures,) concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
which was made of the seed of David according to the
flesh; And declared to be the Son of God with power,
according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection
from the dead” (Romans 1:1-4). I John 3:8 asserts, “For
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil.” Then I John 4:9
reads, “In this was manifested the love of God toward
us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into
the world that we might live through him” (I John 4:9).

Fulfillment Declared

The sinless life of Christ took place. At the end of it
he was crucified, buried, and resurrected from the
dead. Then after this, following the establishment of
the church on the day of Pentecost, Peter quotes the
Seripture about the promised seed and shows its ful-
fillment. He said, “Ye are the children of the prophets,
and of the covenant which God made with our fathers,
saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the
kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you first God,
having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you,
In turning away every one of you from his iniquities”
(Acts 3:25,26).

It is Wonderfui!

It is wonderful to know that we now have a Sav-
ior. There is hope for mankind. The power of the
devil has been broken. The sin problem has been
dealt with. We can be saved from our sins. “For God
so Ioved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). Then,
“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the ut-
termost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for them” (Hebrews
7:25). “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a
foretaste of glory divine!” Heaven awaits all who
accept the Savior and live for him. God is faithful in
what He promises.

{Continued on Next Page)
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“GOD IS FAITHFUL"”

(Continued from Previous Page)

1. GOD IS FAITHFUL TO ADD US TO THE CHURCH
Synonymous with the Savior

Synonymous with the coming of the Savior was the
coming of the kingdom. John the Baptist came preach-
ing, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Matthew 3:2). Jesus took up the same message. He
proclaimed: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark
1:15). In his declaration of intent to establish his church,
he uses the terms “church” and ‘“kingdom” inter-
changeably (Matthew 16:18,19). Jesus told Nicodemus
that a person had to be born of water and the Spirit be-
fore he could enter the kingdom (John 3:5). The king-
dom would be made up of all who accepted the Savior.
On another occasion Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you,
That there be some of them that stand here, which shall
not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of
God come with power” (Mark 9:1). The kingdom would
actually be set up during the lifetime of some who heard
the voice of Jesus. This came to pass in the second chap-
ter of the book of Acts. The kingdom came with power
with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pen-
tecost. Peter preached that Jesus had been raised from
the dead, and now was the Christ sitting upon the
throne of David. With his ascension to heaven, he was
now enthroned (Acts 2:29-36). The outpouring of the
‘Spirit and demonstration of power ushered in the king-
dom. The church was formally established. Men are
added to the church (Acts 2:47; Colossians 1:13), and
thereafter it is spoken of as an ongoing reality.

For “Whosoever Will”

The Great Commission makes it plain that the gos-
pel is for “whosoever will” (Matthew 28:19,20; Mark
16:15,16; Revelation 22:17). Jesus had told Nicodemus
of the necessity of being born of water and the Spirit to
enter the kingdom (John 3:5). The Great Commission
said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved”
(Mark 16:16). On the day the church was started, sin-
convicted men wanted to know what they must do.
“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost [Spirit]. For this promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as
the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:38,39). Next we
read, “Then they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). Acts 2:47
farther tells us likewise that the Lord thereafter added
to the church daily those that were being saved.

Come and Be Added
Beloved, if we want to accept the Savior and be
added to his church, we may; we can. God is faithful.
His word stands. Peter’s words on Pentecost are far-

reaching: “For the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as
the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39). The book of
Revelation ends with an invitation and a promise,
“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of
life freely” (Revelation 22:17). Jesus said that “he that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” When we re-
pent and are properly baptized, the Lord adds us to
his church (not to some man-made denomination).
Denominational people belittle the concept and neces-
sity of the church, but Paul tells us that Christ is the
Savior of the body, the church; that he “loved the
church and gave himself for it” (Ephesians 5:23-25).
Paul told the Ephesian elders that Christ purchased
the church with his own blood (Acts 20:28). We cannot
be saved outside of the church. Being saved and be-
coming a part of the Lord’s church are one and the
same thing. Remember, the Lord added to the church
those that were being saved (Acts 2:47).

Rejoicing in the Kingdom

So, let us rejoice in our salvation, being in the eter-
nal kingdom of our Lord, the reign of heaven upon the
earth. Looking to Revelation 1:9, we can see that we are
in good company: “I John, who also am your brother,
and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and
patience of Jesus Christ...” Men were simply and only
commanded to preach the gospel, and the Lord did the
adding to his church. We have no authority to invite
men to join a denomination (or to start a denomination,
or to be a denomination). Just preach the gospel in all of
its purity, and let the Lord add people to the church
that has already been established in the first century;
teach men to observe all things that Christ has com-
manded. Then, and only then, can we claim the promise
of the Great Commission, “Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world [age]” (Matthew 28:20).
And with Paul we can look forward in anticipation:
“Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up
the kingdom to God, even the Father: when he shall
have put down all rule and all authority and power” (I
Corinthians 15:24). Our citizenship is in heaven (Phi-
lippians 3:20,21). Heaven will be our home.

1ll. GOD IS FAITHFUL TO BE WITH US
Great and Reassuring Truth

Then in the context of these wonderful truths, it is
reassuring to know that God is with us. We don’t be-
come His children to be left as orphans (John 14:18; Acts
2:38; John 3:5; Galatians 4:6: Ephesians 3:16-21). We
are not left alone to pull our own little red wagons. The
Great Commission had promised the presence of the
Lord for those abiding by its terms (Matthew 28:18-20).
Verse nine of the epistle of II John reads, “Whosoever
transgresseth and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ,
he hath both the Father and the Son.” Therefore the
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admonition (and promise) in Hebrews 13:5 and 6 is
ours, “Let your conversation [the way that you live] be
without covetousness; and be content with such things
as ye have: for he hath said, T will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my
helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.”
Faithful to Keep Us

The apostle Peter exclaims, “Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively
[living] hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead. To an inheritance incorruptible, and unde-
filed, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time,
Wherein ye greatly rejoice...” (I Peter 1:3-6). God is
faithful to keep us. How reassuring! However, it is not
Calvinistic “once-in-grace-always-in-grace.” We are
kept by the power of God through faith. Through faith
on our part we tap on to power that keeps us. Let us
not cast off this faith (Hebrews 10:35-39; I Timothy
1:19; 5:12; 6:12; Revelation 2:10). Victory is assured.
“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world:

{Continued on Next Page)

MANY who talk much say little.

Were you converted to the LORD Jesus Christ or Jjust
talked into being baptized?

If professing Christians cannot be distinguished
from the world now, they will not be distinguished
from the world in the Day of Judgment.

To pray for “daily bread,” and not work to help bring
it about, is to tempt God.

The depth of a stream cannot be determined when
the water if muddy; be clear in your writing and
speaking if you would convey the depth of what is said.

The ungrateful person of necessity is proud; if he
were thankful, he couldn’t help but be humble.

What kind of self-image do “religious” singers have
when they copy singers of the secular world (even “rock
and roll” singers) in the way they dress and present
themselves?

To be neutral in the struggle between right and
wrong is to be in the wrong.

The person who finds no pleasure now in going to
church and living the restrained moral life likewise
would not enjoy going to heaven.

Frugality unless joined, conditioned, and balanced
by liberality becomes stinginess.

It seems that some preachers are more interested in
establishing themselves as a scholar of the Bible than
they are in establishing the church of the Bible in all of
its purity and simplicity.

Not all skeletons are in the closet; some may be in the
living room with the flesh still on them.

The person who will lie about one thing will lie
about two things, and three and four things, and even
more things.

Politicians seem to look upon people as objects to be
manipulated for their own selfish purposes.

Abortion and AIDS are but symptoms of greater
problems, that being fornication, adultery, and sedomy
(which will send a person to hell—I Corinthians 6:9, 10;
Hebrews 13:4; Revelation 21:8—Can anything be worse
than that?).

It is hard to be sold out to the Lord when we have
never counted the cost (Luke 14:25-33).

According to the Scriptures, all Christians hving
now are called saints (for that is what they are); it is a
sad commentary on the spiritual state of things to
think that only those who are dead, and a select few of
them, are saints.

It is an artificial unity when churches are bound to-
gether on anything other than the Word of God.

You may think of yourself as “main stream,” but
what does that mean when everything has been swept
away and has lost its identity in a boundless ocean of
muddled, mixed and merging streams?

When YOU are going the wrong way, YOU must
make a YOU-turn to get back on track. a
na

No Shortcut in God’s Plan

DR. JOSEPH FORT NEWTON once told of an
amateur naturalist who watched an emperor moth
slowly making its laborious way from the chrysalis
stage. Day after day it struggled and squirmed to
emerge from its cocoon. Thinking to help the butterfly,
he took his penknife and cut a large opening for it. The
struggle was ended and the moth emerged. Being un-
able to make its way in its environment, it fluttered
feebly until it died. He had robbed it of the privilege to
grow strong and beautiful through struggle.

By being too kind and soft-hearted, the naturalist
unwittingly harmed that which he wanted to help.
Parents and teachers can do the same to their children
or students if they fail to recognize that work and ef-
fort are a part of God’s plan for achieving excel-
lence.—Denver Sizemore a

TRUTH is not determined by a big
following for it is singular and stands
alone.—J.E.G. 0
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MANY who love the
Word of God have discov-
ered Treasure much to
their liking when they ob-
tained the bound volumes
of The Sword and Staff.
If you like this current is-
sue, you will likewise be
thrilled with the back cop- |
ies in book form. Notice those still available (while they
are still available), and place your order now for good
reading. Make them part of your library and part of your
life. You will be glad that you did. a
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“GOD IS FAITHFUL?”

(Continued from Previous Page)
and this is the victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith” (I John 5:4). Paul pointed out to the
sinning Corinthians that “God is faithful” I Corinthi-
ans 1:9) in doing His part. Rest assured that He is.
Let us do ours (I Corinthians 15:1,2; II Corinthians
7:8-11; Galatians 6:7-9).

What great and wonderful truths! There is One who
is faithful in every sense of the word. His Word
stands. It will come to pass. God is faithful in His
promises, He is faithful to add us to His Church, and
He is faithful to be with us as we serve Him. “What
shall we then say to these things? If God be for us,
who can be against us?’ (Romans 8:31). And, “If we
believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny
himself” (II Timothy 2:11-13). Beloved, let us trust
God, and let us respond accordingly. Amen! a
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Live Every Day
EVERY DAY is a little life, and our whole life is
but a day repeated. Therefore live every day as if it
would be the last. Those that dare lose a day, are

dangerously prodigal; those that dare misspend it are
desperate.—Joseph Hall a

O Church, Shape Up,
Stand Up, Speak Up!

A church once stood for truth and right;
To have it preached was its delight;
But things today aren’t quite the same;
Alas! Has all gone down the drain?

That church now seems an empty shell;
Poured out is truth it would not tell;

Its message now has lost its ring,

As with the world it has its fling.

O church! Shape up! And be yourself;
Stand up, speak up, for we're not deaf;
Again herald forth the gospel sound;
The word of truth and right expound.

—By James E, Gibbons
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® HELP US REACH OUT TO MORE PEOPLE AND
CHURCHES WITH THIS PUBLICATION. Thanks!

E4De M 3 EPS
R ?'Z{.m
|8 3 EQT
sz S 938
5|9 P 2R S
2|9 N
%S‘ E’.g%@
5 |3 3 A
® o ® =
T o s g S
g |€ S ¥
5 | % N
g 5
0
2 3
z
[«3
1]
R
=z
g
2 5
55:§§
L
3§ &






